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The  Chemists'  and  "Druggists'  "Diary,  1906. 
Preliminary  Notice. 

The  preparation  of  this  work  has  already  commenced,  and 
advertisers  who  wish  to  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity 
of  making  their  announcements  in  the  new  volume  should 
make  sure  of  getting  space  by  addressing  the  Publisher  of 
The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary,  42  Cannon  Street, 
London,  E.C. 

The  Diary  is  presented  free  to  all  subscribers  to  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist,  and  being  in  daily  use  by  thousands 
of  our  readers  throughout  the  year  is  the  most  esteemed  and 
valuable  advertising-medium  of  the  kind  in  the  world.  Re- 
member that  with  our  unique  foreign  and  colonial  circulation 
it  is  necessary  to  go  to  press  at  an  early  date,  so  that  the 

Diary  may  be  delivered  to  subscribers  abroad  before 

Christmas. 


The  subjoined  paragraphs  give  the  gist  of  the  more  important 
matters  in  this  issue,  with  the  object  of  showing  at  a  glance  what 
has  happened  during  the  week.  See  also  "Contents"  in  the  first 
column. 


An  Interesting  Note  on  magnesium  sulphate  mixture  will 
be  found  on  p.  353. 

Women  Pharmacists  are  employed  in  German  pharmacies 
because  they  are  choap  (p.  338). 

Our  Paris  Correspondent  gives  some  impressions  of  tho 
pharmacies  at  Nancy  on  p.  332. 

Portraits  of  six  members  of  the  Ward  family,  all  in  the 
drug-trade,  are  given  on  p.  360. 

We  note  the  chief  points  in  the  Trade-marks  Act  that  is  to 
come  in  force  next  April  (p.  343). 

A  Chemist  gives  on  p.  359  a  very  readable  account  of  his 
business  experiences  in  Baluchistan. 

The  result  of  the  recent  examination  for  tho  certificate  of 
apothecaries'  assistant  is  given  on  p.  329. 

A  New  Poisons  Bill  has  been  introduced  into  the  New 
South  Wales  Legislative  Assembly  (p.  336). 

Young  Fruit-trees  are  liable  to  several  fungus-diseases. 
One  of  these  is  the  subject  of  an  article  on  p.  351. 

The  eventful  career  of  Nicolas  Lemery,  a  pharmacist  who 
was  born  at  Rouen  in  1645,  is  described  on  p.  341. 

A  Candidate  gives  his  experiences  at  the  recent  Minor 
examination  at  Bloomsbury  Square  (Col.  Supp.). 

Mr.  Fred.  Reynolds  suggests  an  illustration  for  the 
next  edition  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  (p.  340). 

There  are  troubles  in  Copenhagen  between  the  pharmacists 
and  druggists  over  the  sale  of  medicated  cod-liver  oil  (p.  333). 

Some  statistics  of  the  progress  of  the  Shop-hours  Act  have 
been  collected  by  the  Bradford  Central  Traders'  Association 
(p.  329). 

Dogs  are  bred  for  vivisection  at  Brockwell  Hall,  but  Mr. 
Akers-Douglas  cannot  furnish  a  return  of  the  number  of  dogs 
(p.  345). 

Magistrate  Ruggles  has  given  a  common-sense  judgment  in 
tho  case  at  Middelburg  where  a  chemist  prescibod  for  a 
child  (p.  335). 

The  Dispenser  at  Launceston  (Tasmania)  Dispensary  is 
saving  money  by  using  imitations  of  popular  proprietary 
medicines  (p.  336). 

Six  Processes  of  sterilising  water  are  given  on  p.  348.  The 
methods  are  to  be  tried  in  connection  with  the  Army  experi- 
ments on  sterilisation. 

"  Xrayser  "  calls  a  decision  of  a  Brooklyn  judge  on  the 
ownership  of  prescriptions  "  luminous  nonsense,"  and  most 
people  will  agree  (p.  341). 

Items  from  seven  analysts'  reports  are  given  on  p.  330, 
whilst  the  Cape  Analyst's  annual  report  furnishes  some  in- 
teresting material  on  p.  334. 

The  President  of  the  British  Association  devoted  his 
address  to  a  closely  reasoned  theory  of  evolution  applied  to 
the  inanimate  world  (p.  342). 

A  Controversy  has  been  going  on  at  Nice  concerning  the 
adulteration  of  olive  oil.  Some  revelations  are  given  on 
p.  349. 

The  Quarterly  Report  of  the  Cape  Pharmacy  Board  in- 
cludes the  poisons  schedule  motion  which  other  South  African 
Pharmacy  Boards  are  to  discuss  (p.  335). 

The  use  of  scientific  names  for  the  synthetic  chemicals  re- 
cognised in  the  United  States  Pharmacopoeia  does  not  meet 
with  favour  amongst  all  classes  (p.  337). 

Particulars  are  given  on  p.  346  of  the  litigation  between 
two  American  manufacturers  of  cotton  wool.  The  decision 
there  recorded  is  being  appealed  against. 

Have  not  the  Faculty  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  Glas- 
gow the  power  to  license  practitioners  of  pharmacy  in 
Glasgow  ?  is  the  question  a  correspondent  asks  on  p.  352. 

The  "  Lancet  "  approves  of  the  rules  drawn  up  by  the 
Council  of  Pharmacy  and  Chemistry  of  the  American  Medi- 
cal Association  with  regard  to  the  control  of  proprietaries 
(p.  345). 

Morphine  Salts  and  Santonin  are  dearer,  as  was  antici- 
pated. Ergot  and  cod-liver  oil  are  also  higher.  Quinine  and 
Japan  wax  are  firmer.  Menthol  is  lower.  An  auction  of 
first-hand  drugs  is  reported  on  p.  355. 
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Corner  for  Stufcents. 

Conducted  by  Leonard  Dobbin,  Ph.D. 

Students,  please  note.  All  communications  should  be  addressed 
to  the  Editor  of  "  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,"  42  Cannon 
Street,  London,  E.C. 

Stereochemistry. 

By  W.  W.  Taylor,  M.A.,  D.Sc. 
Racemisation. 

TF  an  optically  active  substance  undergoes  a  chemical  trans- 
formation,  as  a  result  of  which  the  carbon  atom  is  no 
longer  asymmetric,  the  activity  disappears  also.  Thus,  if 
d  or  I  lactic  acid,  CH3. CHOH.COOH,  is  reduced  to  pro- 
pionic acid,  CH3.CH,.COOH,  the  asymmetry  is  removed, 
and  the  resulting  acid  is  inactive.  But  if  the  transformation 
does  not  destroy  the  asymmetry,  the  new  substance,  as  a 
rule,  is  optically  active,  though  the  amount  of  activity  is 
usually  altered  in  consequence  of  the  change.  In  certain 
•cases,  however,  the  activity  does  disappear,  although  the 
asymmetry  still  remains ;  for  example,  if  active  lactic  acid 
is  converted  into  o  bromopropionic  acid,  CH3.CHBr.COOH, 
the  product  is  inactive,  malic  acid  gives  i  bromosuccinic  acid, 
and  tartaric  acid  gives  i  dibromosuccinic  acid. 

The  cause  of  this  inactivity  is  that  during  the  reaction 
one  half  of  the  substance  has  changed  into  the  other  modifi- 
cation, the  two  forming  a  racemic  mixture  or  compound. 
This  rearrangement  occurs  most  easily  in  those  cases  in  which 
the  chemical  change  consists  in  the  replacement  of  one  of  the 
groups  directly  united  to  the  asymmetric  carbon  atom  by 
another  group. 

It  is  a  particular  case  of  a  general  phenomenon — viz.,  that 
each  of  the  stereoisomers  more  or  less  readily  undergoes  a 
change  into  the  enantiomorph  configuration,  and,  owing  to 
the  similarity  of  the  two,  equilibrium  is  attained  when  there 
are  equal  quantities  of  the  two  isomers.  In  the  examples 
given  the  rearrangement  takes  place  very  readily  at  ordinary 
temperatures,  while  in  many  cases  a  high  temperature  is 
necessary  to  effect  it — e.g.,  if  d  or  I  tartaric  acid  is  heated 
with  a  little  water,  under  pressure  to  175°  C.  for  thirty 
hours,  an  inactive  substance  is  obtained  which  consists 
mainly  of  racemic  acid.  Boiling  an  aqueous  solution  of  d 
tartaric  acid  for  several  days  only  causes  racemisation  to  a 
small  extent.  There  are  many  substances  which  cannot  be 
racemised  in  this  way,  decomposition  taking  place  before  the 
necessary  temperature  is  reached.  That  racemisation  is  the 
cause  of  the  loss  of  activity  when  a  brompropionic  acid  is 
made  from  d  lactic  acid  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  if  the 
temperature  is  kept  low,  and  the  reaction  moderated  by 
addition  of  an  indifferent  liquid  such  as  chloroform,  an 
optically  active  product  is  obtained. 

The  Relation  between  Constitution  and 
Amount  of  Rotation. 

As  has  just  been  stated,  if  one  of  the  four  groups  of 
C  a  b  c  d  undergoes  chemical  change  there  is  usually  a  change 
in  the  degree  of  activity  (rotation) — e.g.,  the  specific  rota- 
tion of  methyl  d  lactate  is  —11.1°,  and  of  propyl  d  lactate 
is  —17.1°.  That  the  rotation  depends  in  some  way  upon 
the  nature  of  the  groups  is  evident,  but  all  attempts  to 
formulate  the  connection  between  them  have  proved  unsuc- 
cessful. Guye's  hypothesis  sought  to  express  the  degree  of 
asymmetry  in  terms  of  the  masses  of  the  four  groups, 

P  =  (a-b)(a-c)(a-d)(b-c)(b-d)(c-d), 
the  asymmetry  product,  P,  being  the  product  of  the  dif- 
ferences of  the  four  groups,  and  being  proportional  to  the 
rotation.      This  equation  expresses  the  facts  in  a  great 
number  of  cases. 

(1)  If  two  groups  become  the  same,  P  =  0,  and  the  rota- 


tion =  0;  this  is  the  case,  for  the  carbon  atom  is  no  longer 
asymmetric. 

(2)  If  the  largest  group  (a)  undergoes  change  and  remains 
the  largest,  the  rotation  is  unchanged  in  sign,  but  increases 
in  amount,  the  specific  rotation  of  amyl  chloride,  bromide, 
and  iodide  being  +1°  6',  +4°  24'.,  and  +8°  20'  respectively. 
Similarly,  so  long  as  the  smallest  group  (d)  remains  the 
smallest,  increase  or  decrease  in  its  mass  produces  decrease 
or  increase  of  the  rotation,  but  no  change  of  sign. 

(3)  If  the  relative  position  of  the  two  middle  groups  (b,  c) 
is  changed,  the  sign  of  rotation  is  changed — e.g.,  if  d  tartaric 
acid,  CH.OH.COOH.CHOHCOOH,  be  converted  into  di- 
acetyltartaric  acid, 

cH.CH3COO.COOH.CH(CH3COO)COOH, 
the  largest  and  smallest  groups  of  the  one  are  the  largest  and 
smallest  groups  of  the  other,  but  the  second  smallest  group 
(OH  =  17)  has  become  the  second  largest  (CH3COO  =  59, 
COOH  =  45),  and  the  new  compound  is  lsevorotatory 
=  —23°  19',  while  the  corresponding  benzoyl  derivative  is 
still  more  lsevorotatory  =  — 117°. 

There  are,  however,  many  instances  in  which  the  hypo- 
thesis is  not  in  accord  with  the  facts.  If  two  groups  are  of 
equal  mass,  the  rotation  should  =  0,  but  many  such  sub- 
stances are  active — e.g.,  the  aldehyde  from  d  amyl  chloride, 
cH.CH3.C,H5.CHO,  is  active,  though  C2H5  =  CHO  =  29. 

Many  instances  are  known  in  which  conclusions  (2)  and 
(3)  are  not  borne  out  by  the  facts. 

It  must  be  concluded  that  the  connection  between  rotation 
and  constitution  of  the  molecule  depends  on  other  factors 
besides  that  of  the  masses  of  the  groups. 

Note  to  Students.— This  series  of  articles  will  continue 
until  the  end  of  September,  when  a  set  of  problems  and  ques- 
tions will  be  submitted  for  reply  by  students.  Prizes  will  then 
be  awarded  for  the  best  papers  sent  in. — The  Editob. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Brevities. 

The  Boston  Town  Council  have  accepted  the  tender  of 
Messrs.  Gilliatt,  Ltd.,  for  the  supply  of  deodorisers— powder 
at  6s.  and  fluid  at  Is.  Id. 

Arthur  Devereux,  chemist  and  druggist,  found  guilty  of 
killing  his  wife  and  twin  children  at  Harlesden,  was  hanged 
at  Pentonville  Prison  on  August  15. 

At  Chester  Castle  last  week,  Albert  Sygrove,  a  young 
gamekeeper,  was  fined  40s.  and  costs  or  one  month's  hard 
labour,  for  poisoning  pheasants  with  strychnine. 

The  Board  of  Trade  have  replied  to  the  memorial  which 
was  addressed  to  them  in  March,  praying  for  certain 
amendments  in  the  Patent  Eules  1905,  that  they  see  no 
reason  for  making  any  alterations. 

Harold  Vivian  Morris  (20),  described  as  a  chemist,  was, 
at  the  County  of  London  Sessions,  sentenced  to  eighteen 
months'  imprisonment  for  stealing  rings  and  money  from 
two  people  lhing  in  the  Sydenham  district. 

On  August  15  the  shop  of  Mr.  T.  W.  Lewis,  chemist 
and  druggist,  Bridgend  Road,  Aberkenfig,  was  entered  by 
burglars,  who  stole  over  101.  in  money.  Apparently  dis- 
satisfied with  their  haul,  they  threw  a  large  number  of 
bottles  of  drugs  into  the  street. 

At  Daresbury  Petty  Sessions  on  August  8  a  fourteen-year 
old  girl  named'Elizabeth  Rustage  was  bound  over  under  the 
First  Offenders  Act  and  ordered  to  pay  costs  and  value  for 
stealing  two  bottles  of  scent  from  the  shop  of  Mr.  Herbert 
Turton,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Stockton  Heath. 

Joseph  Antoine  Louis  Lobjois  (38),  a  French  chemist,  was 
at  Marlborough  Street  Police  Court,  on  August  11,  com- 
mitted for  trial  charged  with  the  theft  and  embezzlement  of 
sums  amounting  to  over  1,600Z.,  belonging  to  his  former 
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employer,  Dr.  Jules  Bengue,  of  Paris,  and  of  Great  Titch- 
field  Street,  W. 

Messrs.  Levinstein,  Ltd.,  chemical  manufacturers,  Man- 
chester, have  recently  placed  on  the  market  a  synthetic  black 
dye,  under  the  name  of  "  Thionol  black"  for  dyeing  cotton 
piece-goods,  which  is  intended  to  supersede  logwood  black. 
The  discovery  is  said  to  be  the  outcome  of  researches  in 
the  Manchester  University. 

The  sensational  charge  of  poisoning  brought  against  Sophia 
Ethel  Bourne,  a  servant  girl,  nineteen  years  of  age,  came  up 
for  first  hearing  at  Penge  on  August  10.  The  evidence  was 
to  the  effect  that  the  girl  confessed  to  putting  a  weed-killer 
powder — a  1-lb.  tin  of  which  was  kept  in  the  kitchen  cup- 
board— in  some  stew.  Ten  persons  suffered  from  symptoms 
of  arsenical  poisoning  as  a  consequence. 

At  Worship  Street  Police  Court  on  August  15,  Thomas 
William  Haddon,  proprietor  of  the  London  and  County 
Surgical  Rubber  Co.,  Goswell  Road,  answered  summonses  at 
the  instance  of  the  Chief  Commissioner  of  Police  charging 
him  with  an  offence  under  the  Post  Office  Act  in  sending 
through  the  post  an  advertisement  of  an  objectionable  nature 
and  an  article  of  a  similar  character.  After  hearing  the 
evidence  the  Magistrate  (Mr.  Haden  Corser)  said  in  his 
opinion  the  printed  matter  and  the  article  did  not  come 
within  the  Act,  but  it  would  be  a  good  thing  if  the  question 
could  be  raised  for  the  High  Court.    Costs  were  refused. 

Apothecaries'  Assistants'  Examination. 
The  following  candidates  have  been  granted  the  certificate 
of  qualification  to  act  as  an  assistant  to  an  apothecary  in 
compounding  and  dispensing  medicines  :  H.  M.  Anderson, 
J.  E.  Barnett,  I.  Barwell,  M.  Blair,  V.  M.  Brown,  M.  Camp- 
bell, E.  M.  Clark,  E.  H.  Curteis,  E.  G.  Ellison,  V.  M. 
Fawcett,  M.  B.  Haynes,  S.  J.  Heywood,  K.  B.  Jones,  0.  K. 
Lucas,  M.  I.  Marley,  D.  M.  Maynard,  N.  Millson,  D.  G. 
Nicholls,  B.  Oldrey,  J.  I.  Page,  E.  A.  Philipps,  M.  Powell, 
W.  E.  Raven,  E.  G.  Robinson,  C.  D.  Rogers,  E.  M.  Rollin, 
D.  Scholes,  M.  C.  Schultetus,  A.  Shacklock.  M.  L.  Smith, 
C.  D.  Sturge,  C.  Thomas,  G.  M.  Thomas,  J.  E.  Thomas, 
A.  J.  Tufnell,  I.  B.  Ward,  E.  Watkinson,  A.  A.  Welby, 
A.  W.  Wellington,  B.  E.  Wrigley. 

The  Shop-hours  Act. 
The  Bradford  Central  Traders'  Association,  by  address- 
ing a  circular  to  the  Town  Clerks  of  the  United  Kingdom 
asking  for  information  as  to  the  action  taken  under  the 
Shop-hours  Act,  has  obtained  some  returns  which  are  ex- 
ceptionally informing.  Replies  have  been  received  from 
the  Town  Clerks  of  seventy-three  cities  and  boroughs,  and 
it  is  found  that  in  no  single  case  yet  has  a  closing  order 
been  got  through  to  a  finish.  In  twenty  of  these  places 
no  steps  have  been  taken  either  by  shopkeepers  or  local 
authorities.  The  remaining  fifty-three  authorities  have  re- 
ceived memorials,  but  in  forty-one  of  these  instances  not 
more  than  three  trades  have  moved  in  the  matter.  Twenty- 
four  authorities  out  of  the  seventy-three  have  published 
draft  closing  orders,  but  seventeen  of  these  orders  are  each 
for  a  single  trade  only.  Only  one  draft  closing  order 
(Southport)  includes  all  trades,  and  in  that  case  exemption 
from  half-day  closing  is  granted  to  the  tradesmen  of  a 
central  area.  In  seven  cases  only  has  a  vote  of  the 
petitioning  shopkeepers  been  taken  by  the  municipal 
authorities,  and  the  result  is  that  two  orders  have  been 
approved,  three  have  been  defeated  and  abandoned,  and 
two  are  still  undecided. 

Experiments  with  Saccharin. 
At  the  Manchester  City  Police  Court  on  August  10. 
before  Mr.  Edgar  Brierley,  Assistant  Stipendiary,  the 
case  of  the  Inland  Revenue  Department  against  John 
McNichol  and  Joseph  McNichol,  manufacturing  chemists, 
of  Hanson  Court,  Manchester,  was  heard.  Defendants 
were  charged  with  manufacturing  saccharin  without  a 
licence,  and  with  not  having  taken  out  a  book  as  required 
by  the  regulations.  The  defence  was  that  the  defendants 
had  been  merely  experimenting  with  saccharin,  and  not 
for  the  purposes  of  trade.  One  of  the  defendants'  wit- 
nesses, Dr.  Grossmann.  said  in  his  opinion  the  plant  found 
in  Hanson  Court  was  incapable  of  making  saccharin  from 
the  raw  material.  The  Stipendiary  said  he  was  satis- 
fied that  although  the  defendants  had  imported  sac- 
charin, they  had  increased  its  value  by  experiments,  and 


therefore  were  guilty  of  manufacture  without  a  licence. 
John  McNichol  was  fined  10/.,  and  31?.  10s.  extra  costs. 
Joseph  McNichol  was  mulcted  in  costs  only.  John 
McNichol  was  also  fined  40s.  for  not  having  obtained  a 
book  from  the  Revenue.  A  further  charge  of  concealment 
of  the  manufacture  with  intent  to  defraud  was  dismissed. 
The  Stipendiary  agreed  to  state  a  case. 

"A  Dead  Letter." 

Mr.  Foot,  chief  sanitary  inspector  of  Bethnal  Green,  E., 
points  out  in  his  annual  report  that  the  legal  technical 
difficulties  now  made  possible  by  what  is  known  as  the 
"warranty  defence"  are  making  the  working  of  the  Sale 
of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  a  dead  letter.  It  seems,  he  ob- 
serves, a  folly  to  pass  an  Act  of  Parliament  professedly  to 
prevent  the  sale  of  adulterated  food,  and  then  to  permit 
anyone  who  feels  so  disposed  to  contract  himself  out  of  it 
and  sell  watered  milk  with  the  greatest  impunity. 

Midland  Notes. 

It  is  suggested  to  change  the  name  of  "  Corporation 
Street"  to  "Joseph  Priestley  Street." 

Colonel  W.  F.  Wyley,  F.C.S.,  of  Messrs.  Wyleys,  Ltd., 
Coventry,  commanded  the  2nd  V.B.  Warwickshire  Regi- 
ment at  Minehead  Camp  last  week. 

The  Warwickshire  Artillery  Volunteers,  who  number 
several  well-known  pharmacists  in  their  ranks,  are  at  Aber, 
near  Bangor,  camping  out. 

An  unusual  case  is  reported  from  the  Black  Country.  A 
horse  drank  some  strong  alkaline  boiler-liquid  in  mistake  for 
water,  and  died  in  great  agony. 

A  Smallheath  ex- Army  man  took  "  spirits  of  sorrel  "  with, 
suicidal  intent  last  week,  but  by  means  of  an  emetic  a  local 
police  constable  averted  danger. 

The  early-closing  movement  in  the  Birmingham  district 
hang's  fire.  The  majority,  however,  are  apparently  coming 
to  the  conclusion  that  Saturday  would  be  the  most  suitable 
day  to  close. 

To  those  pharmacists  who  are  interested  in  botany  it  will 
be  interesting  to  know  that  the  Amazon  water-lily  (  Victoria 
rcgia)  at  the  Botanical  Gardens,  Edgbaston,  is  in  flower  and 
at  its  best. 

Last  week  a  labourer  named  Whyle,  engaged  at  the 
chemical-works  of  Messrs.  Chance  &  Hunt,  Ltd.,  at  Old- 
bury,  slipped  into  a  vat  of  caustic  soda  and  seriously 
scalded  his  foot. 

A  youth  who  was  suffering  from  severe  toothache  used 
strong  language  within  earshot  of  a  vigilant  policeman  at 
Sparkhill  this  week,  and  was  fined  a  crown  by  the  Magis- 
trates. It  is  suggested  by  a  correspondent  that  camphor 
chloral  would  have  been  found  cheaper  and  more  effective. 

The  Birmingham  "Mail,"  in  a  recent  article  on  the 
diamond,  told  its  readers  that  "  science  tells  us  that  the  gem 
is  nothing  more  than  a  compound  of  silicate  of  soda  and 
magnesium."  This  called  forth  from  "  Chemicus,"  in  the 
following  issue,  the  statement  that  the  diamond  was  proved 
to  consist  of  pure  carbon  by  Davy  in  1814. 

Mr.  J.  F.  Liverseege,  the  Birmingham  analyst,  has  re- 
ported to  the  Health  Committee  that  with  regard  to  milk- 
blended  butter  there  is  no  published  standard,  and  he  is  not 
able,  therefore,  to  say  whether  samples  submitted  to  him  are 
of  the  nature,  etc.,  demanded.  He  found  in  several  samples 
30  per  cent,  of  water  and  nearly  1  per  cent,  of  boric  acid. 

The  Potteries  and  Newcastle-under-Lyme  were  deprived 
of  water  during  the  whole  of  Saturday,  August  12.  owing  to 
the  bursting  of  a  trunk  main  at  Hatton.  As  hydrogen 
hydrate  plays  an  important  part  in  pharmacy  the  local 
brethren  had  to  purchase  this  necessary  solvent  from 
hawkers,  who  brought  it  in  barrels  from  country  springs  and 
sold  it  at  remunerative  prices. 

At  Scarborough  the  other  day  a  working  woman  went  to 
a  house  where  she  had  been  engaged,  and  found  the  lady, 
who  resided  alone,  suffering  from  an  overdose  of  laudanum. 
The  woman  left  her  household  duties  and  with  a  doctor, 
whom  she  summoned,  devoted  herself  to  the  work  of  saving 
the  other  woman's  life.  After  sixteen  hours'  hard  work  the 
poisoned  woman  recovered,  and  her  female  preserver  was  re- 
warded with  sixpence  for  her  devotion  ! 

Motor-accidents  grow  apace.  Mr.  Joseph  Davis,  chemist 
and  druggist,  39  Summer  Lane,  Birmingham,  was  riding  his 
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motor-bicycle  near  Shrewsbury  on  August  11,  when  he  had 
a  nasty  spill  and  sustained  serious  injuries  to  his  head.  His 
son,  who  was  riding  an  ordinary  machine,  which  was  at- 
tached to  the  motor-bicycle  by  a  strap,  also  came  to  grief, 
but  apparently  escaped  with  a  severe  shaking  only.  Mr. 
Davis  was  conveyed  to  Salop  Infirmary  and  detained  in  that 
institution. 

Analysts  Reports. 
The  annual  report  of  the  public  analyst  of  Greenwich 
states  that  during  the  year  the  following  samples  were 
examined  :  four  of  camphorated  oil,  three  of  olive  oil,  four 
of  boric-acid  ointment,  and  three  of  cod-liver  oil.  All  were 
genuine. 

From  a  return  just  issued  by  the  Sanitary  department 
of  the  Manchester  Corporation  of  articles  of  food  pro- 
cured for  analysis  during  the  last  thirty  years,  it  appears 
that  the  total  number  of  drugs  procured  was  426,  only  ten 
of  which  were  adulterated,  and  only  one  person  was  sum- 
moned before  the  Magistrates,  the  fine  being  5s. 

In  his  annual  report  Dr.  Dudfield,  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  Paddington,  states  that  twenty-seven  samples 
of  washing-soda  were  analysed  during  the  year,  with  the 
result  that  nine  were  found  to  be  adulterated.  Six  sum- 
monses were  taken  out,  the  percentage  of  Glauber's  salt  in 
each  case  being  70,  68,  51,  50,  43,  and  42.  The  case  with 
respect  to  the  last  named  was  dismissed,  with  5/.  5s.  costs 
against  the  Council,  and  the  other  five  summonses  were 
then  withdrawn. 

The  quarterly  report  of  the  public  analyst  for  Leicester- 
shire states  that  thirty-two  samples  of  sweet  spirit  of  nitre 
were  analysed,  five  of  which  were  adulterated.  In  each 
case  the  deficiency  in  the  drug  doubtless  arose  from  either 
long  keeping  or  bad  storage.  It  is  a  drug  which  rapidly 
deteriorates  in  quality,  and  its  strength  depends  upon  it 
being  fairly  fresh.  As  the  drug  is  very  largely  used  by 
the  public,  the  analyst  expressed  the  hope  that  vendors  would 
either  store  much  smaller  quantities  or  take  more  effective 
measures  for  preventing  deterioration. 

The  public  analyst  of  Stoke  Newington  points  out  in  his 
annual  report  that  the  percentage  of  adulterated  drugs  in 
England  and  Wales  for  1903  (the  last  year  for  which  figures 
are  available)  showed  a  trifling  increase  (9.6,  as  against  9.5) 
on  the  preceding  twelve  months.  Seidlitz-powders  con- 
tinued, he  observed,  to  be  adulterated  throughout  the 
country  to  the  extent  of  one-fifth  of  the  samples  procured 
for  analysis.  In  Stoke  Newington,  however,  there  was  no 
adulteration  in  any  of  the  nine  samples  taken,  and  which 
comprised  two  of  magnesia,  two  of  seidlitz  powder,  two  of 
camphorated  oil,  one  prescription,  one  of  boric  acid,  and 
one  of  mercurial  ointment. 

In  his  quarterly  report  Mr.  J.  F.  Liverseege,  F.I.C., 
Ph.C,  analyst  for  Birmingham,  states  that  four  of  the 
samples  of  camphorated  oil  examined  by  him  contained 

20.8  to  22.1  per  cent.,  another  contained  23.4  per  cent.,  being- 
somewhat  high.      The  remaining  sample  contained  only 

18.9  per  cent.,  being  deficient  of  11  per  cent,  of  the  proper 
amount  of  camphor.  The  vendor  was  cautioned  by  the 
Health  Sub-committee,  he  stating  that  the  deficiency  was  due 
to  the  olive  oil  being  weighed  instead  of  measured  when  the 
sample  was  made.  One  sample  of  tincture  of  iodine  was 
correctly  prepared,  but  another  was  too  strong.  The  iodine 
was  16  per  cent,  in  excess  of  the  proper  quantity,  and  the 
iodide  of  potassium  was  7  per  cent,  in  excess.  The  vendor 
was  cautioned. 

The  public  analyst  of  Battersea  in  his  annual  report  states 
that  during  the  past  twelve  months  thirteen  samples  of  cam- 
phorated oil,  three  of  cod-liver  oil,  three  of  cream  of  tartar, 
four  of  glycerin,  four  of  olive  oil,  and  eleven  of  arrow- 
root were  examined.  One  sample  of  arrowroot  was  adul- 
terated with  20  per  cent,  of  wheat-flour;  the  vendor  was 
fined  1/.  and  12s.  6d.  costs.  Seven  samples  of  camphorated 
oil  were  faulty;  four  vendors  (one  of  whose  oil  was  devoid 
of  camphor,  another  whose  oil  was  55.7  deficient  in  camphor, 
a  third  whose  oil  was  18.61  per  cent,  deficient  in  camphor, 
and  a  fourth  whose  oil  was  11.8  per  cent,  deficient  in 
camphor")  being  fined  respectively,  including  costs,  32s.  6d  , 
32s.  6c/.,  3/.  12s.  6d.,  and  3/.  2s.  6c/.  Three  other  vendors 
sold  camphorated  oil  (1)  containing  an  cil  not  having  the 
characters  of  camphorated  cil,  (2)  41.3  per  cent,  deficient 
in  camphor,  and  (3)  22.82  per  cent,  deficient  in  camphor. 


In  the  first  of  these  three  cases  the  summons  was  with- 
drawn, the  analyst's  certificate  being  insufficient;  in  the 
second  the  summons  was  withdrawn  by  order  of  the  Health 
Committee,  defendant  paying  12s.  6d.  costs ;  and  in  the 
third  case  the  summons  was  dismissed  on  a  warranty  defence. 

Cricket. 

Burgoyne  Burbidges'  C.C.  v.  Gramme  C.C. — This  match 
at  Acton  on  August  12  produced  a  splendid  struggle,  the 
B.B.'s  ultimately  losing  by  64  to  67. 

Idris  C.C.  v.  Park  Chapel  C.C— Played  at  Gospel  Oak, 
when  the  first  named  secured  an  easy  victory,  the  scores 
being  :  I.,  96;  P.O.,  36. 

The  Working  of  the  Midwives  Act. 
Amelia  Hollis,  465  York  Road,  Wandsworth,  and  Eliza 
Keen,  15  Hope  Street,  Battersea,  midwives,  were  summoned 
at  the  South- Western  Police-court  on  August  4,  for  carrying 
on  their  business  without  obtaining  a  certificate  from  the 
Central  Midwives  Board.  Mr.  J.  W.  Godfrey,  prosecuting 
for  the  London  County  Council,  reminded  the  Magistrate 
that  these  cases  were  the  first  that  had  been  taken  under 
the  powers  conferred  on  the  Board  by  the  Act  of  Parliament 
which  came  into  operation  this  year.  Hollis  held  a  certifi- 
cate from  one  of  the  London  hospitals,  and  had  a  brass  plate 
affixed  to  her  house,  which  read,  "  Amelia  Hollis,  registered 
midwife."  Keen's  position  was  the  same,  though  she  had 
not  the  plate.  Both  sought  to  obtain  the  authority  of  the 
Board  to  practise,  but  in  each  case  the  application  was 
refused,  the  Board  writing,  "It  is  contrary  to  our  practice 
to  give  reasons  for  our  refusal,"  when  asked  by  Hollis  for  an 
explanation.  Mr.  De  Grey  (the  Magistrate),  after  a  reference 
to  the  Act,  remarked  that  the  Board  seemed  to  have  absolute 
discretion.  He,  however,  advised  defendants  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  opportunity  the  Act  gave  them  to  appeal 
from  the  decision  of  the  Board  to  the  High  Court  of  Justice. 
Mrs.  Hollis  said  she  could  not  afford  it,  adding  that  she 
had  been  in  practice  in  Wandsworth  for  twenty  years.  The 
Magistrate,  under  the  special  circumstances  of  the  case, 
simply  required  defendants  to  pay  the  cost  of  the  proceed- 
ings— a  few  shillings. 

At  Lambeth  Police  Court  on  August  15,  a  similar  charge 
was  brought  against  Elizabeth  Griffiths,  of  Furley  Street, 
Peckham.  Defendant  told  the  Magistrate  she  could  not 
afford  the  10s.  to  take  out  a  certificate  from  the  Central  Mid- 
wives  Board,  and  she  was  told  that  in  that  case  she  could  not 
practise.  Defendant  said  she  had  been  a  midwife  since  1894, 
and  had  never  lost  a  mother  or  a  baby.  The  Magistrate 
(Mr.  Hopkins),  in  adjourning  the  further  hearing  of  the 
case  sine  die,  said  he  had  no  doubt  the  Board  would  be  glad 
to  assist  the  defendant  if  her  qualifications  were  satisfactory. 
He  advised  her,  however,  to  remove  the  name-plate  from  out- 
side her  house  until  she  had  got  a  certificate. 

The  M.O.  is  Cheapest. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  York  Board  of  Guardians  on 
August  10,  a  Sub-committee  which  had  been  appointed  to 
consider  the  provision  of  expensive  drugs  and  medicines 
for  the  poor  recommended  (1)  that  cod-liver  oil  and 
surgical  dressings  should  be  supplied  by  a  chemist  who 
should  also  do  the  dispensing ;  or  (2)  that  the  Guardians 
should  supply  a  stock  of  medicines  to  be  kept  by  the 
doctors ;  or  (3)  that  the  medical  officers  should  be  allowed 
25  per  cent,  of  the  total  cost  of  all  medicines,  cod-liver 
oil  to  be  provided  by  the  Board.  It  was  estimated  that 
the  total  cost  of  the  second  scheme  would  be  37/.  18s.  6d. 
per  annum,  and  of  the  third  scheme  29/.  The  last-named 
course  was  adopted. 

East  Anglian  Notes. 

Mr.  R.  M.  Ling,  chemist,  Cromer,  has  been  elected  to  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  North  Norfolk  Unionist  and 
Conservative  Association. 

Mr.  F.  E.  Buckingham,  chemist,  Aylsham,  was  the  winner 
of  a  tournament  held  in  that  town  last  week  in  connection 
with  the  Tennis  Club.    There  were  fourteen  competitors. 

Saturday,  August  12,  was  Hospital  Saturday  at  Cromer. 
Over  90/.  was  collected.  Voluntary  services  were  rendered 
by  a  little  army  of  collectors,  among  whom  were  the  two 
sons  of  Mr.  D.  Davison,  pharmaceutical  chemist. 

In  common  with  many  other  public  bodies,  the  King's 
Lynn  Board  of  Guardians  are  considering  curtailment  of 
expenses.    Mr.  E.  A.  Metcalf,  chemist,  Norfolk  Street,  is 
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a  member  of  a  small  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into 
this  matter. 

Last  week  a  whole  family  were  poisoned  at  King's  Lynn  by 
eating  the  inedible  fungus  Amanita  phalloides  in  mistake  for 
mushrooms.  Two  deaths  have  taken  place.  Dr.  Plow- 
right  is  teaching  the  Lynn  public  an  object-lesson  by  ex- 
hibiting in  the  museum  specimens  of  the  fungus  partaken  of 
with  such  disastrous  results,  and  points  out  minutely  how  it 
differs  from  the  mushroom. 

Stolen  Cameras. 

The  camera-works  at  Hackney  of  Messrs.  Houghtons, 
Ltd.,  were  broken  into  on  the  night  of  August  14,  and  a 
number  of  cameras  stolen.    These  include  the  following  : 
Quarter-plate  Regular  Sanderson  hand-camera,  No.  7502, 

fitted  with  a  Goorz  lens  ;  No.  1457  on  the  mount. 

Junior  Sanderson  hand-camera,  quarter-plate,  No.  10424, 

fitted  with  an  Aldis  lens  (No.  1043)  in  Unicum  shutter. 
Quarter-plate   Regular  Sanderson   camera,   No.  10722, 

fitted  with  a  B.  &  L.  lens  in  Unicum  shutter. 
If  any  of  these  goods  are  offered  for  sale  to  chemists,  Messrs. 
Houghtons  should  be  informed  of  the  fact. 

Trade  Catalogues  in  Australia. 

The  following  particulars  have  been  received  by  the 
Agent-General  for  Victoria  regarding  the  duty  on  advertis- 
ing-matter forwarded  to  Australia  :  Copies  of  catalogues, 
price-lists,  trade  circulars,  and  such  advertising-matter, 
posted  direct  to  individuals,  are  charged  duty  in  accordance 
with  the  following  scale  :  Weighing  up  to  3^  oz.,  -^d. ;  up  to 
6^  oz.,  Id. ;  up  to  9  oz.,  l^d. ;  up  to  12  oz.,  2d. ;  up  to  14g  oz., 
2^d. ;  up  to  16  oz.,  3d.  If,  however,  the  duty  on  any  one 
mail  from  the  same  sender  does  not  amount  to  Is.,  no  charge 
is  made.  This  practice,  which  is  uniform  throughout  the 
Commonwealth,  is  based  on  a  concession  made  by  the  De- 
partment of  Trade  and  Customs,  and  is  not  embodied  in 
Regulations. 

Wot  a  Vegetable. 
At  Woolwich  Police  Court  on  August  15,  Paul  Bost  (45), 
a  travelling  purveyor  of  pills  and  plasters,  was  charged, 
before  Mr.  Baggallay,  with  acting  as  a  pedlar  without  a 
certificate.  The  defendant,  whose  wares  were  displayed 
before  the  Magistrate  in  a  large  tin  box,  said  he  had  been 
told  at  a  police  court  "near  Clapham  Junction"  that  he 
did  not  require  a  certificate.  His  goods  were  perishable. 
Mr.  Baggallay  inspected  a  box  of  the  pills,  and  then,  re- 
ferring to  the  Act,  said  the  only  exceptions  were  "vege- 
tables, fruit,  fish,  and  victuals."  The  defendant  said  his 
pills  would  come  under  the  first  head.  They  were  made 
largely  from  gentian,  which  was  a  vegetable.  Mr. 
Baggallay  :  The  Act  must  stop  somewhere,  and  used  in 
conjunction  with  fruit,  fish,  and  victuals,  I  don't  think 
the  term  here  includes  pills.  You  might  as  well  say  that 
"  fish"  includes  pearls.    A  fine  of  5*.  was  imposed. 


Local  newspapers  containing:  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  EditC". 


Dispenser  or  Doctor. 
Mr.  M.  S.  Philson  has  resigned  the  dispensership  of 
Tyrone  and  Fermanagh  Asylum,  Omagh.  A  proposal  to  ap- 
point a  successor  came  before  the  Board  of  Management  on 
August  11,  and  an  amendment  was  moved  that  an  assistant 
medical  officer  be  appointed  instead.  The  amendment  was 
lost,  and  it  was  then  moved  that  Mr.  McAdam,  chemist, 
Omagh,  be  appointed;  but  eventually  it  was  decided  to 
advertise  for  a  dispenser. 

Getting  Urgent. 
Mr.  J.  Fitzgerald,  solicitor,  Sligo,  has  written  to  the 
Cavan  Board  of  Guardians  stating  that  Mr.  P.  N.  White, 
chemist,  Sligo,  has  given  him  positive  instructions  to  pro- 
ceed against  the  Board  for  the  sum  of  8?..  being  a  balance 
of  account  due  by  the  Union.  Not  wishing  to  put  the 
Board  to  unnecessary  expense  for  such  a  small  matter,  he 
wrote  to  give  the  Guardians  an  opportunity  of  arranging  the 
matter  amicably.  The  caretaker  of  the  dispensaries  said  he 
returned  all  the  empties  he  could,  but  he  still  found  several 
of  Mr.  White's  bottles  full  of  medicine.  It  was  decided  to 
communicate  with  Mr.  White's  solicitor  as  to  his  claim 
against  each  dispensary. 


Analysts'  Expenses. 
At  Donegal  County  Council  on  August  14,  Mr.  M. 
Maguire,  referring  to  an  account  from  Professor  Barklie, 
analyst,  Belfast,  for  analysis  of  samples,  said  that  when  con- 
victions were  obtained  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  in  the 
county  the  Magistrates  rarely  allowed  the  expenses  of  the 
analyst's  certificate  and  the  cost  fell  on  the  county.  He 
thought  the  Council  should  pass  a  resolution  instructing  the 
prosecutors  to  apply  in  all  such  cases  for  the  costs  of  the 
analysis.  The  Secretary  of  the  Council  stated  that  in  a 
recent  conviction  the  Justices  refused  to  allow  Professor 
Barklie  his  expenses  from  Belfast.  He  had  had  to  attend, 
as  defendant's  solicitor  objected  to  his  certificate  as  evidence. 
Professor  Barklie  after  the  conviction  applied  for  his 
travelling  expenses  against  defendant,  explaining  that  he 
was  a  county  official.  The  Magistrates  refused,  and  the 
Council  had  accordingly  to  pay  a  bill  for  11.  12s.  If  the 
Magistrates  decided  to  make  the  county  ratepayers  bear  the 
cost  of  the  analyst's  attendance  in  order  to  correct  a  shop- 
keeper then  the  sooner  these  necessary  prosecutions  were 
dropped  the  better.  Finally  it  was  resolved  that  the  in- 
spectors be  instructed  to  apply  for  all  such  expenses  in 
future,  the  resolution  to  be  sent  to  the  chief  police-officer 
and  the  petty  sessions  clerks. 


Scotcb  Iftews. 

Local  newspapers  containing:  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Edinburgh  Chemists',  Assistants',  and  Apprentices' 
Association. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  General  Committee  of  the  Association 
held  at  36  York  Place  on  August  14,  Mr.  Ernest  Osmond 
Rowland,  117  Princes  Street,  Edinburgh,  was  appointed 
Interim-Secretary,  in  room  of  Mr.  David  Aitkin  Young,  who 
has  accepted  an  appointment  in  London ;  and  Mr.  David 
Murray  was  appointed  Interim-Treasurer,  in  room  of  Mr. 
Herbert  Riley  Nightingale,  who  has  accepted  an  appoint- 
ment in  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Dundee  Items. 

There  has  been  a  brisk  demand  for  Id.  boxes  of  "  Zam- 
buk  '•'  since  the  distribution  of  1-dr.  sample  tins. 

A  child,  three  years  old,  living  in  Polepark  Road, 
swallowed  twenty  pills  on  Monday  last  and  was  removed  to 
the  infirmary  in  a  dangerous  condition. 

The  Secretary  of  University  College,  Dundee,  is  now 
Mr.  W.  Arnot  Watterston.  Mr.  R.  N.  Kerr,  the  former 
Secretary,  has  been  appointed  Librarian.  Intending  stu- 
dents, please  note. 

Pharma-drapery. 

A  large  "  emporium  "  of  drapery  in  Edinburgh  advertises 
in  the  local  newspapers  its  willingness  to  forward  to  its 
clients  on  holiday  everything  besides  drapery  that  they 
require.    The  conclusion  of  one  seductive  paragraph  is — 

.  .  .  and  favour  us  with  instructions  about  Prescriptions 
from  your  Chemist  in  the  letter  you  arc  writing  concerning 
Window  Curtains,  Extra  Bedding,  Crockery,  Cutlery,  etc. 

This  induces  the  sorrowful  reflection  from  a  Northern  sub- 
scriber, "  What  about  the  poor  country  or  seaside  chemist  ?  " 

Glasgow  Notes. 

Business  is  in  the  backwater  which  follows  the  holiday 
season.  The  West-end  is  still  a  wilderness,  and  the  other 
parts  of  the  city  are  lying  fallow. 

Glasgow  pharmacists  now  go  far  afield  and  afloat  for  their 
well-earned  holidays.  Paris  is  in  comparative  propinquity 
to  the  Cross  chimes,  but  it  is  a  far  cry  to  the  South  of  Spain, 
Morocco,  and  the  Levant,  which  were  included  in  the  recent 
itinerary  of  a  South-side  Ulysses. 

Among  the  many  curious  suggestions  that  are  being 
offered  as  to  the  uses  to  which  Glasgow's  new  Highland 
park  at  Loch  Goil  should  be  put,  not  the  least  peculiar  is  that 
it  should  be  reserved  for  botanists,  whose  duty  it  shall  bo 
to  transplant  thither  and  preserve  species  of  plants,  such  as 
Osmunda  regalis,  which  are  in  danger  of  extinction  in  their 
present  stations. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Andersonian  Naturalists'  Society 
the  exhibits  included  specimens  of  garden-flowers  from 
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Wanlockhead  and  Leadhills,  of  special  interest  because  of 
the  altitude  at  which  they  were  grown  (1,300  feet)  ;  and 
Mr.  T.  S.  Barrie,  Ph.C,  submitted  a  fruit  of  Mucuna 
pruriens  showing  the  internal  lining  of  hairs  which  consti- 
tute the  cowhage  or  cow-itch  of  commerce. 

The  Town  Council  of  Clydebank,  which  is  practically  a 
suburb  of  Glasgow,  have  approved  of  the  action  of  the 
police  in  insisting  on  grocers,  greengrocers,  and  druggists, 
and  all  who  sell  aerated  waters  within  the  burgh,  closing  at 
ten  o'clock.  It  may  be  recalled  that  a  few  months  ago 
Partick  was  only  saved  from  a  similar  vexatious  restriction 
by  the  timely  opposition  of  the  chemists  there,  headed  by 
Mr.  Currie. 

The  process  for  enforcing  the  Shop-hours  Act  has  reached 
the  penultimate  stage.  According  to  the  result  of  the 
plebiscite,  just  announced,  the  voting  in  various  trades 
varied  from  4  to  1  to  10  to  1  in  favour  of  the  adoption  of 
the  Act.  The  trades  adopting  the  Act  by  which  chemists 
are  likely  to  be  affected  are  very  few,  the  most  important 
being  grocers,  photographic  dealers,  opticians,  and  truss  and 
bandage  dealers.  The  legal  question  as  to  whether  a 
majority  of  two-thirds  of  those  actually  voting  is  to  be  taken 
as  two-thirds  of  the  shopkeepers  in  a  given  trade,  within 
the  meaning  of  the  Act,  is  likely  to  be  the  subject  of  litiga- 
tion at  the  instance  of  the  opponents  of  the  measure. 


THREE  of  the  fourteen  fatalities  from  poisons  that  have 
taken  place  during  the  week  were  misadventures. 
Ethel  Mary  Holme,  wife  of  a  Ripley  doctor,  had  got  into 
the  habit  of  inhaling  chloroform  for  neuralgic  pains.  She 
inhaled  too  much  one  night,  and  was  suffocated  among  the 
bedclothes.  A  victim  of  the  chlorodyne-habit,  a  Clapham 
horsekeeper,  named  Saunders,  inadvertently  took  an  over- 
doss  and  died  last  week.  The  third  misadventure  took 
place  at  a  Volunteer  camp  at  Altcar.  Harry  Bell,  an 
apprentice  engineer,  belonging  to  Hull,  was  camping  out, 
and  one  night,  in  order  to  relieve  toothache,  he  used  an 
"  oily  preparation  of  camphor,"  which  he  appears  to  have 
swallowed.  He  died  subsequently  in  Bootle  Hospital. — 
Mary  Whittaker,  an  Ashton  widow,  poisoned  herself  with  I 
laudanum. — Harry  Venn  Hunter,  a  grocer's  assistant  at 
Sevenoaks,  drank  a  mixture  of  1  oz.  of  laudanum  and  the 
contents  of  a  bottle  of  chlorodyne.  The  laudanum  was 
obtained  from  Mr.  A.  E.  Sawyer,  qualified  assistant  to 
Mr.  E.  Pain,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Sevenoaks,  deceased 
saying  that  it  was  for  external  use. — Potassium  cyanide 
was  taken  by  Joseph  William  Holbrook,  a  Lambeth 
jeweller. — Carbolic  acid  caused  the  deaths  of  James  Frank, 
a  stoker  in  the  Royal  Navy,  at  Portsmouth,  and  James 
Bristow  Lyons,  a  well-known  Belfast  man. — Unknown 
poisons  were  taken  with  suicidal  intent  by  a  Charing  Cross 
Street  newsvendor,  who  died  in  the  hospital,  and  by 
Henri  Muller,  of  Cricklewood. — The  Barnstaple  Borough 
Coroner  held  an  inquest  on  August  15  on  the  body  of 
Thomas  Davies  (34),  a  chemist's  assistant,  lately  employed 
at  the  Barnstaple  branch  of  Boots,  Ltd.,  and  a  native  of 
Llanelly,  South  Wales.  Mr.  W.  Davies,  Llanelly,  said  the 
deceased,  .his  brother,  was  in  business  as  a  chemist  himself 
at  one  time.  Mr.  William  Bell,  manager  for  Boots,  Ltd., 
at  Barnstaple,  said  deceased  was  sent  from  headquarters 
to  fill  a  vacancy  at  Barnstaple,  where  he  had  only  been  a 
week.  Witness  found  him  addicted  to  intemperate  habits 
— so  much  so  that  he  had  to  suspend  him  from  his  duties 
by  instructions  from  headquarters.  Further  evidence 
showed  that  Davies  was  found  lying  on  his  bed  uncon- 
scious on  Monday  afternoon.  On  the  dressing-table  was  a 
bottle  labelled  "  Poison."  Dr.  A.  ^V.  Le  Marchand  said 
death  was  clue  to  prussic-acid  poisoning. — The  unscheduled 
poisons  used  by  suicides  were  ammonia,  taken  by  the  wife 
of  a  Nelson  greengrocer,  named  Osborne;  salt  of  lemon, 
which  Albert  Scott,  a  Cambridge  errand-boy,  took  before 
shooting  himself  with  a  pistol ;  and  yew-leaves,  eaten  by 
William  King,  a  Northampton  butcher,  who  was  an  inmate 
of  St.  Andrew's  Lunatic  Asylum. 


Ifrencb  IRem 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


Chemistry  for  Schoolboys. — I  have  received  a  circular 
from  the  College  Stanislas  announcing  the  creation  of  a 
course  of  applied  sciences.  It  points  out  that  the  existing 
practical  schools,  though  popular  and  prosperous  "  have  up 
to  the  present  recruited  their  pupils  in  a  class  which  is  not 
exactly  that  of  the  College  Stanislas,"  and  that  they  intend 
to  give  the  same  advantage  ' '  added  to  the  guarantees  of 
religious  education,  morality,  good  manners,  and  discipline 
which  a  Christian  college  assures."  The  classes  begin  in 
October  next.  Physics,  electricity,  and  chemistry  are  the 
three  main  subjects.  The  fact  that  the  French  better-class 
schools  are  waking  up  to  the  necessity  of  including 
chemistry,  etc.,  as  a  branch  of  regular  schoolboy  education/ 
is  the  interesting  point. 

Medicinal  Wines. — The  vintage  season  will  soon  be  upon 
us,  and  the  vinegrowers  are  discussing  the  weather  and  the 
crops,  and  the  newspapers  follow  suit.  Some  curious  anec- 
dotes are  told  regarding  the  tendency  of  grapes  to  draw 
odour  and  taste  from  neighbouring  plants.  Abbe  Rozier 
said  that  wines  produced  around  Paris  have  the  flavour  of 
the  marigolds,  which  so  often  grow  among  the  vines,  while 
the  taste  of  the  aristolochia  (birth-wort)  spoils  certain 
Southern  wines.  The  Medoc  vinegrowers  industriously 
weed  out  the  snapweed,  the  blackberry,  and  the  verveine 
for  the  same  reason ;  and  readers  of  the  classics  will  remem- 
ber Pliny's  tale  of  the  wines  of  the  isle  of  Thasos,  where 
hellebore  and  scammony  grew  in  the  vineyards,  and  wine- 
drinking  women  were  rarely  blessed  with  large  families  in 
consequence. 

A  New  Science. — Dr.  Galippe  submitted  to  the  Paris 
Academy  of  Medicine  recently  a  proposition  for  the  syste- 
matic study  of  heredity  on  a  new  basis.  The  idea  is  to 
collect  and  compare  authentic  portraits  of  royalties  and 
ancient  families  and  to  study  them  from  a  purely  patho- 
logical standpoint.  Many  reigning  houses  present  very 
marked  traits — the  Halsbourgs,  of  Austria,  for  example. 
The  "King  of  Rome"  (Rostand's  "Aiglon")  far  more 
resembled  his  Halsbourg  mother  than  his  Bonaparte  father. 
Louis  XVII.  in  his  childish  portraits  shows  strongly 
accentuated  Halsbourg  traits,  and  the  fact  that  these  do  not 
appear  in  the  visage  of  Naundorff  would  tend  to  discredit 
his  claim.  Don  John  of  Austria  was  the  only  child  of 
Charles  V.  who  did  not  present  the  Austrian  type  of  face, 
and  this  patKologic  evidence  would  suggest  that  no  royal 
blood  really  flowed  in  the  veins  of  the  handsome  and  heroic 
victor  of  Lepanto. 

"Modern  Style"  Architecture  ("New  Art"  is,  I  be- 
lieve, the  English  term)  is  very  popular  just  now  in  the 
capital  of  French  Lorraine,  and,  of  course,  at  Nancy  phar- 
macy is  thoroughly  up  to  date.  During  a  recent  visit  there 
the  best  specimens  I  saw  of  an  officine  in  this  style  was  the 
"  Pharmacie  Jeanne  d'Arc."  The  Maid  of  Orleans  was  con- 
spicuous by  her  absence,  and  the  shop  is  merely  so  named 
because  it  happens  to  stand  at  the  corner  of  the  street  named 
after  "la  Vierge  Lorraine."  But  there  is  no  doubt  about 
the  modern  style  :  the  handsome  oak  fittings  and  the  stone 
facade  are  alike  treated  in  those  vague  and  flowing  curves 
which  remind  one  of  Rodin's  dreamy  and  unfinished  master- 
pieces. But  I  could  distinguish  the  serpent  and  cup  em- 
blematical of  pharmacy  over  the  door,  and  various  medical 
plants  were  outlined  in  every  odd  corner;  and  the  tout- 
ensemble  was  less  offensively  obtrusive  than  in  certain  ultra- 
modern pharmacies  one  might  cite  in  Paris. 

The  "  Central  Point." — The  average  Lorraine  pharmacy 
is  usually  a  small,  strictly  sober,  and  very  professional-look- 
ing establishment,  but  in  a  large  town  like  Nancy  one 
naturally  finds  more  variety.  A  characteristic  of  some  of 
these  Eastern  towns,  since  the  general  popularisation  of  the 
trolley-tramway  system,  is  the  "  Point  Central  "  or  tramway 
junction,  usually  the  centre  of  the  business  and  shopping 
portion  of  the  city.  The  French  pharmacists'  commercial 
capacity  has  often  been  questioned,  but  he  has  at  least  a 
keen  eye  for  an  eligible  shop-site,  and  at  the  Point  Central, 
as  at  the  market-place,  one  usually  finds  a  big  flourishing 
pharmacy  of  the  modern  type.  The  one  at  Nancy  is  called 
the  "  Pharmacie  Normale,"  and  deals  (as  this  class  of  phar- 
macies usually  do)  in  what  the  French  call  "  droguerie  et 
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herboristerie."  Chemicals,  bandages,  etc.,  catskins  and 
toothache-powders,  and  other  odds  and  ends  appear  in  the 
window,  outside  which  there  are  always  a  dozen  people  wait- 
ing for  the  tramcars. 

One  Max,  One  Pharmacy  is  the  principle  of  French 
pharmaceutical  legislation,  and  the  pharmacy  must  be  the 
pharmacist's  own  property.  A  qualified  pharmacist  estab- 
lished at  Nice,  took  a  manager,  also  a  qualified  man.  The 
latter  proved  satisfactory  in  every  way,  and  the  proprietor 
finished  by  leaving  him  in  entire  charge  of  the  pharmacy, 
giving  him  the  right  to  engage  and  discharge  employes,  the 
complete  control  of  the  books  and  cash,  and  the  "  technical 
direction"  of  the  officine.  The  manager,  in  short,  "lent" 
ihe  proprietor  40,000f.  (1,600/.),  and  in  consideration  of  this 
■sum  "ran"  the  pharmacy  practically  on  his  own  account 
without  supervision  of  any  kind  by  the  man  whose  name 
appeared  on  the  door,  and  who  was  still  legally  proprietor 
•of  the  business.  Things  went  on  smoothly  in  this  way  for  a 
time  until  a  dispute  arose  between  the  two  on  a  matter  in 
-which  their  interests  clashed,  and  a  lawsuit  resulted.  In 
giving  judgment,  the  Court  declared  such  a  contract  null 
and  void,  and  simply  instructed  that  the  sum  of  40,000f., 
with  interest,  should  be  reimbursed  to  the  manager,  no 
indemnity  being  due  on  either  side. 


SDanteb  IRem 

A  Fixed  Price. — At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Copenhagen 
•Chemists'  Association  a  resolution  was  passed  urging  that 
any  chemist  who  sold  drugs  or  chemists'  goods  below 
the  usual  fixed  price  should  be  fined  100  to  500  kr. 

Over-production. — Owing  to  the  large  number  of  young 
men  who  enter  pharmacy  in  Denmark,  many  have  to  seek 
employment  in  foreign  countries  after  having  passed  the 
•examination.  At  present  about  fifty  Danish  pharmacists 
are  in  situations  in  Switzerland. 

An  Exception. — Owing  to  a  complaint  from  the  inhabi- 
tants in  Harderup,  a  small  town,  the  Minister  of  Justice 
has  been  obliged  to  remove  the  chemist  who  held  his  post 
under  the  Government  privilege  on  account  of  the  great 
disorder  in  which  his  pharmacy  was  always  kept.  This,  it 
as  stated,  was  chiefly  due  to  the  pharmacist's  intemperate 
habits.  Happily  this  is  almost  a  unique  reason  for  depriving 
a  chemist  of  his  pharmacy. 

The  First  Patent  Medicine. — A  preparation  of  a  syrup 
of  carrots  has  been  put  on  the  market  under  the  authority 
of  letters-patent.  It  is  of  interest  as  being  the  first  patent 
medicine  sold  in  this  country.  It  has  been  a  matter  of 
surprise  to  chemists  that  a  patent  has  been  granted  for  this 
syrup,  as  it  is  an  old  and  well-known  preparation,  and  it  is 
only  in  the  manner  of  preparing  it  that  the  difference  lies — 
it  being  sterilised  bacteriologically  for  preservation  pur- 
poses. Of  course,  syrup  of  carrots  prepared  in  the  ordinary 
way  can  be  sold  without  infringing  the  right  of  this  patent, 
as  according  to  law  no  medicine  can  be  patented  in  Denmark. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Danish  Chemists'  Associa- 
tion was  held  at  Copenhagen  last  month,  with  the  President, 
Mr.  Alfred  Benson,  in  the  chair.  In  his  address  Mr.  Benson 
alluded  to  the  sale  of  cod-liver  oil  with  phosphorus,  saying 
that  the  Government  had  not  yet  granted  permission  to 
chemists  to  sell  that  preparation  without  a  prescription. 
He  also  pointed  out  that  the  President  of  the  Association  of 
Unlicensed  Druggists  (Materialister)  had  recently  advised 
his  colleagues  to  sell  that  preparation,  in  spite  of  the  fact 
that  they  had  been  refused  permission  by  the  Government. 
Certain  chemists  had  brought  the  fact  to  the  notice  of  the 
authorities  that  the  unlicensed  druggists  were  selling  pre- 
parations which,  according  to  law.  they  had  no  right  to  do. 
The  authorities  prosecuted  a  few  offenders,  and  in  the  first 
•Court  the  case  went  against  the  druggists,  but  on  appeal  to 
the  higher  Court  this  decision  was  reversed.  President 
Benson  advised  his  colleagues  to  be  cautious  about  accusing 
the  unlicensed  druggist  of  any  illegal  acts  before  bringing 
the  matter  to  the  notice  of  the  Committee  of  the  Chemists' 
Association,  as  the  result  of  a  case  such  as  he  had  mentioned 
only  strengthened  the  hands  of  the  unlicensed  druggists. 
The  President  urged  the  chemists  of  Denmark  to  show  a 
more  business-like  spirit  in  conducting  their  affairs,  and  that 
they  should  compete  with  unlicensed  druggists  in  all  the 
goods  they  sold. 


3n  Sunns  Spain. 


A  New  Building. — The  Spanish  Budget  Estimates  for 
1906  (Seventh  Section  :  Public  Instruction  and  Fine  Arts) 
provide  a  sum  of  500.000  pesetas  (say  about  14.000/.)  for  the 
construction  of  a  new  building  for  the  Faculties  of  Pharmacy 
and  of  Sciences  of  the  Central  University.  Madrid.  The 
site  proposed  is  in  the  Botanical  Gardens,  opposite  the 
Retiro  (the  Hyde  Park  of  Madrid),  and  near  the  Calle 
Claudio  Moyano.  It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  the  sum 
necessary  for  this  scheme  (drawn  up  by  Dr.  Cortezo)  will  be 
voted  by  the  Cortes. 

A  "  Sweet  Girl  Graduate." — The  Madrid  Faculty  of 
Pharmacy  has  just  conferred  the  degree  of  licentiate — the 
certificate  corresponding  to  the  English  "Minor,"  and  en- 
titling the  holder  to  "  keep  open  shop" — on  Senorita  Dona 
Elvira  Moragas  y  Cantarero.  It  is  now  some  four  years 
since  the  lady  in  question  took  her  "Bachelor"  certificate 
with  the  mention  "  excellent."  and  it  is  said  she  contemplates 
taking  up  pharmacy  seriously.  As  her  father  is  the  well- 
known  pharmacist  sub  delegado,  Don  Ricardo  Moragas,  this 
should  not  be  a  difficult  matter. 

At  the  Madrid  Faculty  of  Pharmacy  the  professorial 
staff  has  seen  several  changes  within  the  last  few  years. 
Professor  Garagarza,  the  Dean,  died  recently,  and  the 
Chair  of  Technical  Physics  and  Analytical  Chemistry  thus 
left  vacant  was  filled  last  March  by  the  appointment  of  Don 
Jose  Cesares  Gil.  The  new  professor  comes  from  the  Bar- 
celona University.  The  Dean  of  the  University  is  now  D. 
Gabriel  de  la  Puerta,  who  still  occupies  the  Chair  of  In- 
organic Chemistry.  D.  Marcelo  Rivas  Mateos  has  succeeded 
the  late  D.  German  Cerezo  as  Professor  of  Mineralogy  and 
Zoology.  The  appointment  of  a  ncn-pharmacist  as 
Auxiliary  Professor  of  Microbiology,  Bacteriology,  and 
Serum  Preparations,  provoked  some  little  feeling  in  phar- 
maceutical circles,  and  the  Dean  of  the  Faculty  (Sefior  de  la 
Puerta)  entered  a  formal  protest  against  his  nomination  at 
a  meeting  of  the  Council  of  Higher  Education. 

Illegal  Exercise  of  Pharmacy. — The  profession  in 
Spain,  as  elsewhere,  suffers  largely  from  "  intrusos "  of 
different  kinds,  and  prosecutions  are  occasionally  instituted. 
But  Spanish  Courts,  like  all  others,  are  apt  to  let  off  offenders 
lightly.  At  Barcelona  recently  a  number  of  convictions 
were  obtained  for  the  illegal  sale  of  medicaments.  The 
culprits,  most  of  whom  got  off  with  a  forty-shilling  fine, 
ranged  from  an  M.D.  and  an  unfrocked  priest  to  a  "  moro 
de  las  bofetadas,"  rejoicing  in  the  truly  Oriental  name  of 
Muley  Aly.  But  Senor  Codina  Langlin  (who  represented 
Spain  at  the  Brussels  International  Conference  for  the 
Unification  of  Heroic  Remedies)  is  not  weary  of  well-doing. 
He  recently  discovered  in  a  soi-disant  herbalist's  a  veritable 
pharmacy  of  some  150  medicaments,  not  only  articles  like 
vaseline,  lanoline,  etc.,  but  opium  and  ipecac,  chloroform 
and  pepsin,  aconite  and  asafetida.  tincture  of  belladonna, 
etc.  The  news  of  Senor  Langlin's  recent  indisposition  has 
been  a  source  of  regret  to  his  numerous  friends,  but  must 
have  been  a  veritable  relief  to  the  "intrusos"  in  question. 

Pharmaceutical  Advertisements  disguised  as  news- 
paper articles  ("communicated"  to  English  and  American 
papers,  and  skilfully  sandwiched  as  "news"  in  Parisian 
and  other  journals)  are  familiar  to  most  of  us.  But  "  El 
Liberal,"  the  leading  daily  of  Madrid,  recently  published  an 
amusing  tale  in  which  advertisements  took  a  collective  and 
wholesale  form  novel  to  the  unsophisticated  Anglo-Saxon. 
Some  twenty  to  thirty  firms,  one  after  another,  were  men- 
tioned in  this  amusing  sketch  of  a  provincial  family's  visit 
to  the  capital.  Don  Isidro  is  tortured  with  blighted  affec- 
tions and  stomachical  troubles,  but  Dona  Dulcinea  doses 
him  daily  with  Herranz's  bicarbonated  alkaline  waters  in 
hygienic  syphons,  and  he  becomes  a  new  man.  Don  Cicero 
falls  from  a  bridge  and  breaks  his  ankle.  "  Put  me  in  a  cab," 
he  has  just  strength  to  gasp,  "  and  drive  me  to  Alonsos.  the 
orthopaedist's,  104  Fuencarral."  And  in  two  months  the  foot 
is  well  and  he  arrives  at  a  wedding  feast  just  in  time  to  see 
the  faithless  Dona  Dulcinea  drinking  Herranz's  seltzer 
again  and  meditating  marriage  with  her  cousin  in  the 
fifth  degree  "contrary  to  all  civil,  military,  and  ecclesias- 
tical law."  Naturally  tailors  and  dressmakers,  jobmasters, 
and  wedding-cake  makers  figure  in  the  tale. 


334 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


August  19,  1905 


Soutb  Hfrican  IRewe. 

(From  our  own  Correspondents.) 
Note.— "The  Chemist  and  Druggist"  is  regularly  supplied  by 
order  to  all  the  members  of  all  the  Pharmaceutical  Societies  in 
British  South  Africa,  viz. : 

South  African  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Cape  Colony. 

Natal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Transvaal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Rhodesia  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Northern  District  Chemists'  Association. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Orange  River  Colony. 


Cape  Colony. 

Drug  and  Chemical  Imports. — During  the  five  months 
ending  May  31,  Cape  Colony  imported  drugs  and  chemicals 
valued  at  102,000?.,  compared  with  110,00OZ.  during  the 
corresponding  period  of  1904. 

A  New  Customs  Bureau. — A  new  Bureau  to  deal  with 
Customs  statistics  is  to  be  established  in  South  Africa,  the 
central  office  of  which  will  be  in  Cape  Town.  The  main 
principles  of  the  scheme  were  agreed  upon  at  a  Conference 
of  Customs  officials  held  recently  at  Bloemfontein. 

Strychnine  in  Medicine. — Further  evidence  was  given 
on  July  19  in  the  Magistrate's  Court  at  Port  Elizabeth  in 
the  charge  of  culpable  homicide  against  a  chemist's  assistant, 
named  Charles  Richards,  the  allegation  being  that  a  pre- 
scription for  an  infant  was  wrongly  made  up,  causing  death. 
The  parents  of  the  child  narrated  the  procuring  and  admini- 
stration of  the  medicine,  death  ensuing  soon  after.  The 
father  said  he  knew  the  accused  favourably  and  well,  but 
had  the  bitterest  hatred  against  another  assistant,  who  has 
died  since  these  proceedings  were  started.  A  further  remand 
was  granted. 

Cape  Analytical  Work. — The  annual  report  of  the 
senior  analyst  for  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  Mr.  C.  F.  Juritz, 
is  usually  interesting  reading,  and  the  last  one  received  is 
no  exception.  The  number  of  analyses  made  shows  an 
annual  increase,  and  drugs  and  chemicals  show  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  articles  examined.  During  the  first  half  of 
1904  there  were  examined,  amongst  other  things,  13  samples 
of  castor  oil,  10  of  iron  pills,  9  of  cream  of  tartar,  8  of 
strychnine,  4  of  soda-water,  2  each  of  curry-powder,  fruit- 
wine,  cinnamon,  honey,  rhubarb  powder,  herbs,  tartaric 
acid,  "medicine,"  and  sheep-dip,  and  1  each  of  turmeric, 
methyl  dinatrium  arsenate,  pills,  salt  of  lemon,  sulphuric 
acid,  digestive  syrup,  glycerin,  spirit  of  nitrous  ether, 
Gregory's  powder,  saffron,  fever-mixture,  sodium  carbonate, 
and  ammonium  chloride.  Eight  of  the  cream-of-tartar 
samples  were  found  to  be  adulterated  as  follows  : 


Sample 
No. 


Potassium 
Bitartrate 
per  cent. 


95 
94 
94 
95 
94 
96 
94 


Calcium 
Sulphate 
per  cent. 


5.20 
8.13 


Calcium 
Tartrate 
per  cent. 


5.20 
.60 


Lead.  gr. 
per  lb. 


Arsenic, 
gr.  per  lb. 


is 
As 
A 

& 

Nil 


In  commenting  on  these  results  Mr.  Juritz  tabulates 
from  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  records  the  convictions 
that  had  taken  place  up  to  that  date  for  the  sale  of  cream 
of  tartar  containing  lead  and  arsenic.  Of  the  nine  samples 
of  iron  pills  examined  two  contained  the  exact  amount 
(0.8  of  a  grain)  of  ferrous  carbonate  prescribed  by  the 
British  Pharmacopoeia,  four  contained  more  than  the  re- 
quisite quantity  (from  0.9  to  1.1  grain),  while  three  were 
deficient  to  the  extent  of  from  45  to  58  per  cent.  It  is 
mentioned  that  samples  of  Oppenheimer's  bipalatinoids 
were  also  examined ;  the  capsules  contained  powdered 
sodium  carbonate  and  ferrous  sulphate,  the  available 
weight  of  the  latter  being  1  grain.  In  this  respect,  there- 
fore, comments  Mr.  Juritz,  the  palatinoids  are  equal  to 
Blaud's  pills.  A  sample  of  honey  detained  on  import  by 
the  Collector  of  Customs  at  Port  Elizabeth  was  found  to 
be  a  mixture  of  the  natural  product  with  an  artificial  pre- 


paration of  invert  sugar,  the  delusion  being  completed  by 
the  insertion  of  a  neatly-cut  block  of  genuine  honeycomb 
into  the  jar  containing  the  mixture.  Samples  of  malt,  diges- 
tive syrup,  and  caramel  were  analysed,  and  found  free  from 
arsenic.  One  sample  of  tartaric  acid  was  found  to  contain 
of  a  grain  of  arsenic  per  lb. 
As  showing  the  field  for  chemical  and  physiological  re- 
search open  in  South  Africa,  Mr.  Juritz  reports  on  seven 
plants  used  in  the  brewing  of  intoxicating  Kaffir  drinks 
which  were  submitted  to  him  from  various  sources.  They 
were  : 

A  plant  known  as  "Mula,"  Lineum  capense,  Thbg. 
Nat.  Ord.  Phytolaccacese :  said  to  bo  an  acrid  poison,  but 
not  very  active. 

"  Kiri  Moor"  or  "Moola,"  Mesemebrianthemum  Stella- 
turn,  Mill. 

"Umkwenkwe,"  Pittosporum  viridiflorum,  Sims:  used 
as  a  remedy  for  blackgall  sicknesB. 

"  Moerbush,"  Anacampseros  ustulata,  E.  Mey.  Ord. 
Portulacacese. 

"  Moer  "  (yeast),  prepared  from  the  preceding  :  evidently 
the  precipitate  from  the  fermontation  of  the  "  Moerbush," 
kept  in  order  to  start  fermentation  in  a  fresh  brew. 

i  Gwele  "  or  "  Mula  (strong),"  Anacampseros  ustulata, 
E.  Mey. 

"  i  Gwele  "  or  "  Mula  (woak),"  unrecognisable. 
There  is  no  available  information  regarding  the  chemical 
constituents  and  physiological  action  of  these  plants.  Only 
two  sheep-dips  were  analysed  during  the  half-year,  one 
"  Laidlaw's  Concentrated  Tobacco-powder  Dip"  (found  to 
contain  2.04  per  cent,  of  nicotine),  and  the  other  "  Bailey's 
Sheep-dip,"  yielding  43.4  per  cent,  of  sulphur,  6.67  per  cent, 
of  arsenious  sulphide,  and  30  per  cent,  of  arsenic,  with  a 
small  quantity  of  phenol.  The  greater  portion  of  the  agri- 
cultural analyses  were  of  soils.  At  the  Congress  of  the  Wild 
Animals  Poisoning  Club,  held  at  Uitenhage  in  December, 
1903,  it  was  complained  that  the  strychnine  supplied  by 
Government  for  the  destruction  of  wild  animals  was  in- 
efficient. Six  samples  of  the  strychnine  were  accordingly 
analysed,  and  proved  to  be  absolutely  genuine.  The  toxi- 
cological  and  chemico-legal  analyses,  seventeen  in  all,  showed 
that  in  three  instances  strychnine  was  used  in  attempts  to 
poison,  and  in  two  of  these  cases  the  would-be  poisoners 
obtained  the  poison  from  bottles  supplied  by  Government  to 
farmers  for  the  destruction  of  wild  animals.  Other  poisons 
discovered  were  oxalic  acid,  sulphuric  acid,  and  zinc.  Two 
horses  were  poisoned  at  Wellington  by  eating  Ornithogalum 
thyrsoides  in  forage.  No  chemical  investigation  has  yet 
been  made  of  what  is  apparently  a  poison  new  to  science,  but 
the  Veterinary  Department  has  investigated  the  physio- 
logical action  of  the  plant,  and  found  that  it  is  poisonous. 
Certain  roots  which  could  not  be  identified  caused  the  death 
of  a  native  at  Herschel.  Chemical  investigation  revealed  no 
alkaloids  or  glucosides,  the  toxic  principle  being  apparently 
a  resin.  A  "Kaffir  doctor"  at  King  William^s  Town  ad- 
ministered a  decoction  of  certain  roots  to  a  native  girl,  and 
she  died.  The  plant  was  identified  as  a  polygonum — 
probably  Polygonum  tomentosum  var.  glabrvm — and  from 
it  an  acrid  resin  was  extracted  by  means  of  alcohol,  which 
gave  with  strong  sulphuric  acid  a  bright  pink  to  cherry-red 
colour,  gradually  changing  through  a  deep  lake  to  a  dirty 
brown,  and  finally  fading  to  a  greenish  tint.  Doses  of  ex- 
tract from  the  powdered  plant  killed  three  mice,  but  a 
quantity  of  infusion  equal  to  8  grains  of  the  powdered  plant 
had  no  effect  on  a  dog.  The  total  expenditure  on  chemicals 
and  apparatus  in  the  laboratories  at  Cape  Town  and  at 
Grahamstown  during  the  six  months  was  6691.  16s.  lOd. — 
not  by  any  means  an  exorbitant  sum  for  the  quality  and 
quantity  of  work  done  by  Mr.  Juritz  and  his  coadjutors. 

Natal. 

Pharmacy  Board  Meeting. — The  usual  quarterly  meeting 
was  held  at  the  Colonial  Office,  Maritzburg,  on  July  13. 
The  Secretary  reported  that  three  candidates  had  presented 
themselves  for  examination,  and  that  two  had  failed.  The 
successful  candidate  was  Mr.  George  Elliott,  of  Greytown. 

Personal. — Mr.  G.  A.  Champion,  President  of  the  Natal 
Pharmacy  Board,  is  a  retiring  member  of  the  Durban  Town 
Council,  and  is  now  offering  himself  for  re-election.  There 
are  two  other  candidates  in  the  field,  so  Mr.  Champion  will 
have  to  work  hard  in  order  to  secure  his  return. 

Lancastrians  in  Natal. — The  wedding  of  Mr.  William 
Cook,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Messrs.  Turner  &  Co.,  whole- 
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■sale  and  retail  druggists,  Pietermaritzburg,  to  Miss  K.  E. 
Millington,  was  a  pretty  affair.  Both  bride  and  bridegroom 
are  natives  of  the  Lancashire  town  of  Runcorn,  and  the 
groomsman,  Mr.  W.  F.  Sadler  (also  with  Messrs.  Turner 
&  Co.)  belongs  to  Haslingden,  Lanes.  The  wedding 
presents,  which  were  numerous  and  valuable,  included  a  set 
of  silver  dinner-ware  from  the  staff  of  Messrs.  Turner  &  Co. 

Durban  Agricultural  Show. — The  port  of  Natal  has 
been  en  fete  this  week,  for  it  is  Show  week.  Visitors 
from  all  parts  of  South  Africa  make  a  special  point 
of  being  in  Durban  at  this  particular  time,  for  in  addi- 
tion to  the  Show  there  are  many  other  attractions.  There 
were  very  few  exhibits  in  connection  with  the  drug- 
trade,  the  only  ones  which  our  correspondent  could 
find  being  the  Meridian  Drug  and  Essence  Co.,  Durban; 
a  special  exhibit  of  headache-cachets  and  powders  by 
Mr.  S.  K.  Elgie,  M.P.S.  of  Durban;  the  South  African 
Fertilisers  Co.,  and  Fison  Manure  and  Fertiliser  Co., 
Ltd.  The  Meridian  Drug  and  Essence  Co.  had  a  neat  show- 
case in  the  main  hall,  and  among  their  preparations  were 
concentrated  B.P.  waters  (1  in  10),  artificial  fruit-essences, 
eau  de  cologne,  lavender-water,  etc.  This  exhibit  gained  a 
silver  medal.  Mr.  S.  K.  Elgie's  showroom  was  out  in  the 
open,  amongst  the  general  run  of  exhibits  and  stalls.  A 
special  sign,  "Headaches  Cured  by  'Crown'  Headache- 
wafers,"  extended  an  invitation  to  the  visitor  to  seek  a  cool 
corner.  Judging  by  the  many  inquiries  of  visitors  who  were 
attracted  to  this  stall,  Mr.  Elgie's  enterprise  is  likely  to 
result  in  good  business.  Amongst  the  special  manures  at  the 
South  African  Fertilisers  Co.'s  stall  were  fertilisers  for  im- 
proving tobacco,  tea,  mealies,  potatoes,  roots,  flowers,  etc. 
Samples  were  also  shown  of  double  superphosphate,  muriate 
of  potash,  basic  slag,  dissolved  bones,  high-grade  super- 
phosphates, bone-dust,  sulphate  of  potash,  and  ammonia, 
etc.  Many  farmers  and  producers  of  market-gardening 
goods  are  now  using  "  Safco,"  with  excellent  results. 

Transvaal. 

Sale  of  Opium  on  the  Rand. — A  Mr.  A.  L.  Edwards, 
writing  to  the  ' '  Rand  Daily  Mail "  from  Roodepoort,  says 
the  amount  of  opium  sold  by  the  Chinese  coolies  in  that  dis- 
trict is  assuming  large  proportions,  and  that  unless  a  stop  is 
put  to  it  an  incentive  will  be  given  to  riots  and  disorder.  It 
is  notorious,  he  says,  that  the  Chinese  and  coolie  store- 
keepers near  the  mine  are  chiefly  responsible  for  its  sale. 

Railway  Rates  on  Soap. — On  July  25  the  administration 
of  the  C.S.A.  Railway  in  Johannesburg  levelled  up  rates  for 
Natal  manufactured  soap  to  69d.  per  hundred  pounds,  which 
is  the  through  rate  for  soap  from  the  coast  to  Johannesburg. 
Heretofore,  the  Natal  Railways  carried  the  Natal  product 
at  Colonial  produce  rates  of  16d.  per  hundred  pounds  as  far 
as  Charlestown,  whence  it  was  reconsigned  to  Johannesburg 
at  an  intermediate  rate  of  28d.  per  hundred  pounds,  thereby 
giving  the  Natal  manufactured  article  the  benefit  of  the 
difference  of  25d.  over  the  raw  products  and  the  British 
article  impoited  for  the  use  of  the  Transvaal  soap-manu- 
facturers. 

Prescribing  for  Influenza. — Judgment  was  given  in  this 
case  at  Middelburg  on  July  12,  by  Mr.  A.  C.  Ruggles, 
A.R.M.    It  reads  as  follows  : — 

W.  T.  Smit,  a  child  of  about  fifteen,  was  ill,  and  his  mother 
went  to  accused,  Mr.  Hood,  a  qualified  chemist,  and  asked 
him  for  some  medicine.  The  accused  asked  her  what  medi- 
cine she  required,  and  how  old  the  child  was.  She  told  him 
the  age  of  the  child,  and  that  he  had  influenza.  The  accused 
then  made  up  some  medicine,  and  gave  it  to  her  with  direc- 
tions as  to  how  it  was  to  be  taken.  What  the  accused  did  was 
to  make  up  and  sell  a  medicine  for  a  common  complaint 
without  having  a  doctor's  prescription,  and  the  question  in 
the  case  is  simply  whether  this  is  a  contravention  of  the 
section.  I  have  looked  for  authorities,  but  cannot  find  any. 
I  don't  think  there  are  any.  I  would  be  surprised  if  there 
were.  To  make  up  a  medicine  for  a  common  complaint 
without  a  prescription  from  a  doctor  is  not  an  act  specially 
belonging  to  the  calling  of  a  medical  practitioner,  and  to  do 
so  is  not  to  prescribe  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the  word.  If  the 
argument  for  the  prosecution  is  right  it  would  be  a  criminal 
offence  for  any  person  to  recommend  a  hot  drink  for  another 
as  a  remedy  for  a  cold.  To  sell  the  medicine  without  the  pre- 
scription cannot  be  the  offence,  since  the  bulk  of  the  recog- 
nised business  of  a  chemist  is  to  sell  medicinal  prescriptions 
without  a  prescription,  and  it  would  be  absurd  to  say  that  to 
recommend  a  particular  medicine  for  a  common  complaint  is 


an  act  specially  belonging  to  the  calling  of  a  medical  prac- 
titioner. Every  patent  medicino  stands  on  that  footing. 
Evory  big  manufacturer  and  chemist  in  England,  like  Allen  & 
Hanburys,  Savory  &  Moore,  etc.,  has  a  host  of  special  pre- 
parations— e.g.,  fluid  magnesia,  infant  powders,  Gregory's 
mixture,  oto.  In  fact,  almost  every  chemist  in  tho  world  (not 
mentioning  a  largo  number  who  are  not  even  chemists)  has  n 
proscription  of  his  own  which  he  compounds,  recommends, 
and  soils  for  specific  complaints.  If,  then,  the  accused,  on  tho 
occasion  in  question,  sold  Mrs.  Smit  a  so-called  patent  medi- 
cine prepared  by  himself  by  the  namo  of,  say,  "  Hood's  in- 
fluenza mixture,"  it  would  bo  absurd  to  say  ho  had  contra- 
voned  the  law.  What  difference  does  it  make  that  ho  made 
up  ono  on  the  spot?  ...  I  have  only  to  add  that  I  have 
nothing  to  do,  in  this  prosecution,  with  the  effect  of  the  medi- 
cine on  the  child.  Chemists  are  no  exception  to  the  rule  that 
people  aro  liable  for  their  acts  of  negligence  or  carelessness, 
but  that  point  does  not  arise  in  this  case  ;  nor  have  I  anything 
to  do  with  the  question  of  the  advisability  of  allowing  chemists 
to  thus  proscribe.  That  is  a  matter  for  the  legislature  I  find 
accused  not  guilty,  and  he  is  discharged. 


QUARTERLY  REPORT  OF  THE  CAPE 
PHARMACY  BOARD. 

Registration. 

During  the  quarter  ending  May  31,  1905,  the  following 
applications  for  registration  as  chemists  were  approved : 
Ebenezer  Bannatyne,  Joseph  Matthews,  Francis  Ernest  Hol- 
borrow,  Alexander  Pirie,  John  Lloyd  Roberts,  William 
Baxter  Murray,  John  Richard  Chippendale,  William 
Eggleston  Calvert,  Albert  Tregelles  Fox,  Herbert  Paget 
Davies,  Gilbert  Edgar  Truscott,  Richard  Funnell,  Juincs 
Colman  Glendinning,  Robert  Marsden  Graham,  William 
Farquhar  Milne,  Arnold  Fitzjohn  Brown — all  the  above  hold 
the  British  qualification.  Andrew  Biggan  Smith,  who  holds 
a  certificate  of  the  Colonial  Pharmacy  Board,  was  also  regis- 
tered. 

Resignation. 

Owing  to  the  Secretary,  Mr.  Rupert  J.  Gill,  having  re- 
ceived an  appointment  which  necessitates  long  absence  from 
Cape  Town,  he  was  obliged  to  tender  his  resignation  to  the 
Board,  which  was  accepted  with  an  expression  of  regret.  Mr. 
Alfred  W.  Dockrall,  of  the  Colonial  Office,  has  been  appointed 
in  his  place. 

Reciprocity. 

The  question  of  an  interchange  of  certificates  issued  by  the 
Board  with  those  of  the  other  British  South  African  Colonics 
has  received  consideration,  and  it  was  decided  to  await  tho 
replies  of  the  various  Boards  before  taking  any  further  action. 
Examinations. 

No  candidate  was  successful  at  the  half-yearly  examination 
held  in  May  last. 

"  Patents  "  in  Germany. 
A  letter  was  received  from  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Cape  Colony  asking  that  the  Board  would  do  all  in  its  power 
to  prevent  the  regulations  in  force  in  Germany  in  regard  to 
the  sale  of  patent  medicines  from  becoming  law  in  this  Colony. 

Chemists  as  General  Traders. 
The  question  of  the  right  of  chemists  and  druggists  to  trado 
as  general  dealers  has  occupied  the  attention  of  the  Board, 
the  Treasury  having  decided  that  it  is  necessary  for  them  to 
take  out  licences  as  such.  The  Board  has  very  strongly  repre- 
sented the  matter  to  the  Government,  and  is  now  awaiting 
the  Treasurer's  reply,  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  secure  for  the 
chemists  the  full  enjoyment  of  their  rights. 

The  Poisons  Schedule. 
The  following  motion  was  brought  forward  at  the  last 
general  meeting : 

That  in  accordance  with  Clause  42  of  the  Medical  and 
Pharmacy  Act  of  1891,  opium  and  morphine  and  its  salts 
and  preparations  containing  1  per  cent,  or  more  of  mor- 
phine shall  be  placed  in  Division  1  of  Schedule  3  of  the 
Medical  and  Pharmacy  Act  Amendment  Act  of  1899 ;  also 
that  acetanilide,  cocaine,  digitalis  and  its  preparations,  mer- 
curic iodide,  mercuric  sulphocyanide,  strophantus  and  its 
preparations,  and  sulphonal  shall  be  placed  in  Division  2 
of  the  said  schedule;  also  that  in  Division  2  of  the  said 
schedule  opium  and  morphine  shall  be  separately  dealt 
with  ;  morphine,  preparations  of,  containing  not  more  than 
1  per  cent,  being  classed  between  chloral  hydrate  and  nux 
vomica  ;  and  opium,  preparations  of,  and  preparations  of 
poppies  remain  instead  of  present  reading;  also  that  the 
words  "  and  its  soluble  salts  "  be  added  after  "  oxalic  acid." 
It  was  resolved  to  obtain  the  views  of  all  the  South  African 
•Pharmacy  Boards,  as  well  as  all  chemists  and  druggists  re- 
gistered in  Cape  Colony,  before  taking  any  action  in  the 
matter. 
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Communicated  by  the  Australian  Staff  of  "  The  Cliemist 
and  Druggist." 

The  fullest  information  regarding  the  Australasian  drug-trade  and 
pharmacy  is  given  in  "The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  Austral, 
asia,"  a  journal  established  by  the  proprietors  of  this  journal, 
and  published  in  Melbourne,  Vic.  Copies  of  the  monthly  issue 
can  be  obtained  at  6d.  each,  post  free,  from  the  office  of  "Thi. 
Chemist  and  Druggist,"  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. 

Note.--" The  Chemist  and  Druggist"  is  regularly  supplied 
by  order  to  all  the  members  of  the  following,  among  other, 
societies : 

Central  Pharmaceutical  Association,  N.Z. 
Canterbury  (N.Z.)  Pharmaceutical  Association. 
Otago  Pharmaceutical  Association,  N.Z. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  New  South  Wales. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Queensland. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  South  Australia. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Tasmania. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Western  Australia, 


General. 

Agricultural  Shows.— There  are  over  200  of  these 
functions  yearly  in  Australasia,  and  "The  Chemist  and 
Druggist  of  Australasia  "  makes  the  suggestion  that  phar- 
macists do  not,  as  a  rule,  take  full  advantage  of  the 
publicity  the  shows  offer.  An  article  is  given  on  the  subject 
in  the  July  number,  with  some  excellent  practical  sugges- 
tions. 

New  South  Wales. 

Elliott  Bros.,  Ltd.,  wholesale  and  manufacturing 
chemists,  Sydney,  in  order  to  acquaint  their  city  and 
suburban  clients  with  their  capacity  for  dealing  with  any- 
sized  orders  for  practically  all  pharmaceutical  lines,  at 
intervals  invite  their  customers  from  certain  districts  to 
visit  the  works  at  Balmain.  One  such  visit  came  off  on 
June  2,  when  a  large  party  of  pharmacists  were  shown  over 
the  works. 

A  New  Poisons  Bill  was  introduced  into  the  New 
South  Wales  Legislative  Assembly  on  July  6  by  the  Chief 
Secretary.  The  Act  of  1876  was  consolidated  in  1897,  when 
some  of  its  provisions  had  been  repealed  by  the  Pharmacy 
Act  of  that  year.  In  consolidation  certain  changes  were 
made.  The  Act  was  always  very  imperfect,  owing  largely 
to  the  amendments  made  during  its  passage  through  the 
House  in  1876.  In  the  speech  introducing  the  new  Bill 
the  Chief  Secretary  said  that  it  was  intended  to  repeal  the 
old  Poisons  Act,  re-enacting  the  necessary  provisions  with 
certain  others.  A  notorious  poisoning  case  a  few  years  ago 
showed  that,  while  the  Act  forbade  the  sale  of  poisons, 
it  did  not  prevent  them  being  given  away  without  record. 
This  is  to  be  amended.  Provision  is  also  to  be  made  to  carry 
out  the  recommendations  of  the  Birth-Kate  Commission 
with  respect  to  the  sale  of  drugs  used  for  nefarious  prac- 
tices. In  compliance  with  the  voting  of  a  referendum  of 
the  pharmacists  of  New  South  Wales,  a  small  licence  fee 
of  10s.  6d.  a  year  is  to  be  imposed,  which  will  provide 
ample  revenue  to  carry  on  the  administration  of  the  Act. 
The  members  for  Maitland  and  Wickham,  both  of  them 
miners'  constituencies,  spoke  very  briefly,  suspicious  of 
anything  done  by  the  Pharmacy  Board,  and  looking  for  an 
attempt  to  prevent  those  who  lived  far  from  chemists  from 
getting  medicines  at  a  time  they  required  them,  because  of 
a  monopoly  granted  to  the  pharmacist.  The  Pharmacy 
Board,  a  close  corporation,  one  of  them  said,  is  not  the 
best  adviser  of  the  Government.  Some  time  was  promised 
before  the  second  reading  was  pushed  forward,  to  allow 
members  to  become  acquainted  with  the  Bill. 

New  Zealand. 

The  Patent-medicine  Regulations. — In  the  "Gazette" 
published  on  June  29  was  a  revocation  of  the  regulations 
requiring  proprietors  of  patent  medicines  to  deposit  the 
formulas  with  the  Health  Department. 

Business  Change. — Mr.  William  C.  FitzGerald,  chemist, 
formerly  of  Wanganui,  N.Z.,  has  purchased  the  pharmacy 
in  Waihi,  N.Z.,  established  by  Mr.  William  Robins,  phar- 
maceutical chemist.  Mr.  FitzGerald  has  had  twenty-five 
years'  experience  in  the  Empire  City  and  in  Wanganui  as 


a  pharmaceutical  chemist,  public  vaccinator,  and  surgeon- 
dentist. 

Tasmania. 

A  Substitution  Question. — At  the  meeting  of  the 
General  Committee  of  the  Launceston  U.F.S.  Dispensary, 
held  on  June  30,  the  dispenser's  (Mr.  A.  Thomson)  report 
showed  a  saving  in  the  laboratory  of  851.  3s.  5d.  for  the 
quarter.  As  the  amount  was  much  larger  than  usual,  one 
of  the  delegates  (Mr.  Beaumont),  who  is  a  pharmacist, 
obtained  permission  to  see  the  laboratory-book.  After 
perusal,  Mr.  Beaumont  found  that  among  the  items  being 
manufactured  at  the  dispensary  were  nepenthe  and  pin- 
herion,  nepenthe  being  entered  as  costing  13.s.  3fZ.  to  make? 
and  20s.  to  purchase,  pinherion  2s.  Zd.  to  make  and  6s.  6d. 
to  purchase.  Mr.  Beaumont,  in  pointing  out  to  the  members 
that  these  were  proprietary  articles,  stated  that  it  was  a 
very  serious  thing  indeed  to  have  the  dispenser  making 
these  preparations  and  substituting  them  for  the  original 
drugs ;  and  he  stated  also  that  he  considered  the  com- 
mittee were  liable  for  heavy  damages  for  doing  such  a 
thing.  He  protested  against  the  practice,  and  trusted  the 
committee  would  take  such  steps  as  would  prevent  its  re- 
currence. Mr.  Guy  (another  member)  was  not  altogether 
in  favour  of  proprietaries,  and  could  see  no  serious  harm 
to  the  members  if  the  dispenser  were  capable  of  making 
preparations  as  good  as  the  original.  Mr.  Wilcox  (who  has 
been  a  storeman  at  a  wholesale  firm)  stated  that  he  had  had 
some  experience  of  chemists'  goods,  and  gave  it  as  his 
opinion  that  all  chemists  substituted. 

Upon  the  proposal  of  Mr.  Guy,  the  matter  was  referred 
to  the  Management  Committee,  with  instructions  to  act  at 
once  in  the  matter. 

On  July  7  the  Management  Committee  met  rc  the  above. 
Mr.  Beaumont  attended  by  request,  and  the  dispenser  was 
also  present.  The  dispenser  stated  that  there  was  not 
the  slightest  chance  of  the  dispenser  being  prosecuted  for 
using  the  word  "  Nepenthe,"  as  it  was  a  common  name  and 
was  in  use  as  a  medicine  years  before  Ferris'  preparation 
came  into  the  market.  It  was  a  word  that  could  not  be 
registered. 

Mr.  Williams  :  What  about  Ferris'  advertisement  in  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist,  where  it  states  that  nepenthe  is 
protected  by  registration  ? 

The  Dispenser  :  ' '  You  can't  believe  all  you  read  in  the 
newspapers."  He  informed  the  committee  that  he  had 
Ferris'  own  formula  for  making  nepenthe,  having  obtained 
it  from  an  employe  of  Ferris'.  He  considered  he  had  every 
right  to  make  Nepenthe  and  dispense  it  when  ordered. 
If  nepenthe-Ferris  was  ordered  he  would  dispense  Ferris' 
nepenthe. 

Mr.  Beaumont  :  "  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  you  have  your  own 
make  of  nepenthe  in  Ferris'  nepenthe  bottle?"  After 
considerable  wrangling  between  the  dispenser  and  the 
questioner,  Mr.  Thomson  admitted  having  his  own  prepara- 
tion in  Ferris'  bottle.  Mr.  Thomson  also  stated  he  had 
the  formula  for  pinherion,  and  considered  himself  justi- 
fied in  making  use  of  it. 

Mr.  Beaumont  :  I  see  you  make  syr.  ferri  chlor.  for  less 
than  4fZ.  per  lb.    Is  this  dispensed  in  place  of  Weld's  ? 

The  Dispenser  :  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

The  result  of  the  inquiry  was  that  Mr.  Thomson  has 
received  instructions  to  refrain  from  making  any  substi- 
tution and  to  dispense  exactly  what  is  prescribed. 

Barbers'  Shop  Rules. — The  following  are  among  the  rules 
which  the  health  officer  for  Launceston  suggests  for  enforce- 
ment in  barbers'  shops  : 

The  soap  used  to  be  in  powder  or  tablet  form,  so  that  each 

person's  supply  shall  be  kept  separate  from  any  other. 
In  lieu  of  sponge,  separate  absorbent  wool  be  used  for  each 

customer.  . 

If  powdered  alum  or  magnesia  is  used,  it  must  be  kept 

in  a  dredger. 

The  use  of  sponges,  powder  puffs,  magnesia  blocks,  astrin- 
gent sticks,  corks  in  bottles  is  absolutely  forbidden. 

The  antiseptics  recommended  are  solution  of  cyllm. 
1  dr.  to  a  quart ;  Izal,  1  dr.  to  a  pint ;  or  a  solution  of 
Chinosol,  strength  1  in  1,200. 

\^ic  ton  3  • 

A  Bill  to  Amend  the  Poisons  Act  of  Victoria  (1890) 
was  introduced  into  the  Legislative  Council  (Upper  House) 
on  July  11. 
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Changes  in  the  U.S. P. — From  the  Hygiene  Laboratory  of 
the  Public  Health  and  Marine  Hospital  Service  of  the 
United  States  there  has  been  issued  a  useful  "  Bulletin"  of 
122  pages,  tabulating  the  various  changes  in  the  new  United 
States  Pharmacopoeia.  The  work  has  been  efficiently  carried 
out  by  Dr.  Reid  Hunt  and  Dr.  Murray  Gait  Motter. 

The  Michigan  State  Pharmaceutical  Association, 
which  will  hold  its  annual  meeting  late  in  August,  has  made 
arrangements  to  devote  one  session  as  a  memorial  service  to 
the  late  Dr.  A.  B.  Prescott.  Members  of  the  faculty  and 
conspicuous  Michigan  pharmacists  will  read  papers  at  the 
special  service  eulogising  the  various  characteristics  of  the 
late  doctor. 

The  Anti-narcotic  Crusade  in  America  continues  to  ad- 
vance in  a  gratifying  manner.  Three  druggists  and  a  doctor 
in  Columbus,  Ohio,  recently  pleaded  guilty  to  the  charge 
of  violating  the  anti-cocaine  law  and  were  fined  $25  each  and 
costs.  Most  of  the  American  laws  restrict  the  sale  of 
cocaine  to  physicians'  prescriptions,  and  this  sometimes 
results  in  the  practice  on  the  part  of  law-breaking  physicians 
of  furnishing  prescriptions  ad  libitum  at  so  much  per  copy  to 
habitues  of  the  drug.  In  a  number  of  instances  these  male- 
factors have  been  punished. 

A  Proctor  Memorial. — A  special  committee  of  the 
American  Pharmaceutical  Association  is  endeavouring  to 
raise  a  fund  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  monument  to  the 
memory  of  Professor  Proctor,  frequently  referred  to  as 
"  the  father  of  American  pharmacy."  The  New  York 
State  Pharmaceutical  Association  recently  contributed 
$50  to  the  fund,  and  it  is  hoped  that  other  State  bodies 
will  take  similar  action.  The  committee  will  be  ready  to 
report  at  the  Atlantic  City  meeting  of  the  A.Ph.A.  early 
in  September,  and  definite  arrangements  for  the  erection 
of  the  monument  will  then  doubtless  be  made. 

Pennsylvania  now  has  a  graduation  pre-requisite  law, 
and  the  Pennsylvania  Board  of  Pharmacy  has  recently 
elaborated  a  list  of  pharmaceutical  schools  whose  graduate! 
are  to  be  recognised  under  this  statute.  There  are  over 
eighty  schools  in  America,  and  the  Board  has  selected  the 
twenty-one  who  are  members  of  the  "  American  Conference 
of  Pharmaceutical  Faculties."  The  membership  require- 
ments of  this  Association  are  severe,  and  they  lend  them- 
selves admirably  to  the  need  for  discrimination  between 
schools  which  will  be  felt  more  and  more  as  additional  pre- 
requisite laws  are  enacted  in  the  various  States.  Thus  the 
pre-requisite  movement  is  destined  to  have  a  strong  tendency 
to  elevate  the  standard  of  pharmaceutical  education. 

The  Lewis  and  Clark  Pharmaceutical  Congress,  held 
in  connection  with  the  Portland  Exposition  in  Oregon,  was 
somewhat  of  a  fizzle.  The  distance  was  so  great  from  every 
large  centre  in  the  United  States,  and  so  few  pharmacists 
were  visiting  the  exposition,  that  a  very  small  audience  was 
present  at  the  sessions.  Almost  all  that  was  done  was  to 
talk  about  the  formation  of  a  "  Pacific  Coast  Pharmaceuti- 
cal Association,"  and  to  pass  a  long  and  involved  series  of 
resolutions  referring  to  the  present  status  and  the  future 
prospects  of  pharmacy.  Professor  W.  M.  Searby,  Dean  of 
the  California  College  of  Pharmacy,  and  a  well-known 
pharmacist,  was  president  of  the  Congress. 

A  Treasurer's  Affairs.— The  American  pharmaceutical 
journals  report  at  considerable  length  a  crisis  in  the  affairs 
of  Mr.  John  H.  Smedley,  late  secretary  and  treasurer  to 
Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  of  Detroit.  According  to  the 
"American  Druggist,"  in  order  to  secure  an  alleged  indebted- 
ness of  $60,000  to  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  an  attachment  has 
been  issued  against  the  residence  of  Mr.  Smedley  whose 
accounts  are  being  investigated  by  auditors.  As  a  sequel 
to  the  attachment  suit  a  garnishment  suit  has  been  started 
by  the  company  for  the  sum  of  $75,000.     The  amount 

fenn  y  ,Parke'  D,aVls  &  Co-  in  the  garnishment  suit. 
•Vo,000.  is  about  equal  to  the  amount  of  stock  that  Smedlev 
is  credited  with  owning  in  the  last  report  of  the  company. 

Much  Interest  is  Felt  in  the  contemplated  opening  in 
Chl<Cag°  °f 'V^1S  called  a  "million-dollar  drug-store."  A 
renta  of  $40,000  a  year  will  be  paid,  and  since°a  lease  hat 
been  taken  for  twenty  years  this  means  an  obligation  amount- 


ing to  $800,000.  In  addition,  $200,000  more  will  be  spent  in 
furnishing  and  stocking  the  establishment,  thus  making  a 
total  consideration  of  a  million  dollars.  It  is  confidently  ex- 
pected by  the  proprietors  that  this  will  be  one  of  the  largest 
drug-stores  in  the  United  States.  It  is  thought  that  a  daily 
business  will  be  done  of  about  $1,500,  and  this  will  indeed 
be  necessary,  since  the  expenses  every  day  will  appropriate 
$250.  The  proprietors  are  the  Central  Drug  Co.,  of  Detroit, 
who  own  four  drug-stores  in  that  city  and  one  in  Grand 
Rapids,  Michigan. 

Profit  on  Prescriptions. — There  has  been  a  good  deal 
of  discussion  recently  regarding  the  subject  of  making 
sufficient  profit  on  prescriptions.  Mr.  Falkenberg,  of 
Chicago,  has  suddenly  become  famous  by  insisting  that  a 
uniform  profit  of  200  per  cent,  should  be  made  in  every 
case.  The  editor  of  the  "  Midland  Druggist"  now  suggests 
instead  that  something  like  uniformity  in  prescription- 
charges  would  be  realised  if  pharmacists  could  be  induced  to 
charge  a  fixed  percentage  of  profit  on  the  material  entering 
into  a  prescription  plus  a  definite  amount  per  hour  con- 
sumed in  compounding  it.  The  first  should  include  con- 
tainers, corks  labels,  etc.,  and  should  yield  a  profit  of  100  per 
cent.   The  second  should  be  a  minimum  of  $1  per  hour. 

U.S. P.  Titles. — "X-rayser's"  rather  caustic  comment 
in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  (July  15,  p.  89)  concerning 
the  Latin  titles  chosen  in  the  new  U.S.  Pharmacopoeia  for 
the  eleven  synthetic  chemicals  that  are  recognised  has 
been  rather  generally  echoed  in  America.  In  fact  there  has 
been  a  great  deal  of  tart  criticism  regarding  the  action  of  the 
revisers  in  refusing  to  give  the  trade  names  of  these  syn- 
thetics. Phenacetin,  for  instance,  is  known  in  fact  by  this 
name  only,  and  no  one  will  recognise  it  in  the  Pharma- 
copoeia under  the  pedantic  title  of  "  Acetphenetidinum." 
And  so  it  is  with  the  ten  other  synthetics.  Pharmacists  will 
not  know  from  the  elaborate  chemical  names  in  the  U.S. P. 
what  particular  synthetics  are  represented,  and  they  will  cer- 
tainly never  get  to  substituting  these  chemical  names  for  the 
familiar  trade  titles  that  have  now  become  a  part  of  the 
language. 

The  N.A.R.D.  Sound. — Referring  to  a  paragraph  in  our 
issue  of  June  17  (p.  947).  in  which  it  was  stated  that  the 
National  Association  of  Retail  Druggists  was  apparently 
facing  a  financial  crisis,  Mr.  Charles  M.  Carr,  one  of  the 
Association  officers,  points  out  that  it  is  true  that  since  the 
last  annual  convention  of  the  National  Association  no  dona- 
tions have  been  solicited  among  wholesalers  in  the  drug- 
trade,  and  that  during  the  current  year  the  retailers  as  an 
organisation  have  been  "  paddling  their  own  canoe."  At  all 
times  since  this  policy  has  been  adopted,  however,  the 
N.A.R.D.  treasury  has  been  in  a  fairly  good  condition,  and 
the  present  outlook  is  that  the  Association  will  wind  up  the 
current  year  with  a  comfortable  balance  on  the  credit  side 
of  the  ledger.  Of  course,  it  has  been  necessary  for  the 
executive  officers  to  insist  that  the  members  pay  their  dues, 
and  it  is  doubtless  because  of  the  insistent  and  repeated 
appeals  to  the  field  that  the  impression  has  gone  out  that 
the  National  Association  was  in  financial  straits.  We  are 
glad  to  have  the  assurance  that  our  American  confreres  are 
appreciative  of  the  good  work  of  this  Association. 

A  Proprietary  Formula. — One  of  the  best-known 
American  proprietaries  is  Ayer's  sarsaparilla.  As  was 
stated  in  this  column  some  time  ago  (C.  <£■  D.,  April  29, 
p.  659),  the  proprietors  resolved  to  print  the  formula  on  the 
label.  The  J.  C.  Ayer  Co.  give  the-  following  as  the  com- 
position of  their  speciality  : 

Each  fluid  ounce  represents  : 

SarsaparilR-root    10  gr. 

Yellow-dovk  root    8  gr. 

Licorice-root    8  gr. 

Buckthorn-bark   4  gr. 

Burdock-root    3  gr. 

Senna-leaves    2  gr. 

Black-cohosh  root    2  gr. 

Poke-root    1  gr. 

Stillingia-root    4  gr. 

Cinchona  red  bark    2  gr. 

Potassium  iodide    4  gr. 

.  Solvent:  Alcohol,  10£  minims  to  each  fluid  dram;  glycor- 
me;  syrup;  water.  •  J 

suit  °r  tW°  °ther  proprietar^"manufacturers  are  following 
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3nola  ano  tbe  East. 

(News  from  our  own  Correspondents.) 


Mowha  Oil. — A  new  industry  has  arisen  in  the  Punjab,  a 
good  market  being  found  for  mowha  oil  (battia  lati folia), 
which  is  being  largely  exported  to  the  United  Kingdom, 
where  it  is  used  in  the  manufacture  of  soap. 

Indian  Hemp,  Cardamom,  and  Opium  Ordinances. — 
The  Ceylon  Legislative  Council  met  on  July  24  and  25, 
when  among  the  Ordinances  introduced  were  the  following  : 
"  To  prohibit  the  cultivation  and  possession  of  Indian  hemp, 
to  impose  an  export  duty  on  cardamoms,  and  to  amend  the 
Opium  Ordinance  of  1899.  The  Cardamom  Ordinance  was 
read  a  second  time. 

Lord  Curzon  on  Indigo. — At  Simla  recently,  Lord 
Curzon  urged  the  Indian  indigo-farmers  to  find  ways  of 
getting  more  colouring  matter  from  their  harvests  by  intro- 
ducing scientific  methods  of  selecting  and  caring  for  the 
plants.  It  was  also  suggested  that  a  factory  for  preparing 
the  colouring  matter  would  pay  better  than  money  expended 
on  the  farms.  All  the  indigo  plants  could  be  collected  at 
such  a  factory  and  there  treated  in  such  a  way  as  to  secure 
the  best  results. 

Morphine-smuggling. — The  following  are  recent  ex- 
amples of  fines  inflicted  in  a  Straits  Police  Court  for 
morphine-smuggling.  In  view  of  the  trouble  with  this 
matter  in  South  Africa  these  may  be  interesting  : 

In  possession  of  morphine  to  the  value  of  241. ,  fine  501., 
or  four  months'  hard  labour,  and  morphine  confiscated. 

In  possession  of  morphine  to  the  value  of  18/.,  fine  50/.,  or 
three  months'  hard  labour,  and  morphine  confiscated. 

Where  does  the  morphine  come  from?  is  the  query  pro- 
pounded by  our  Penang  correspondent. 

Water  Purification. — Experiments  with  copper  sul- 
phate for  purifying  water  by  killing  algae  and  bacteria  have 
been  conducted  at  Calcutta  by  Dr.  Nield  Cook,  Health 
Officer  of  the  Corporation.  A  report  on  the  subject  has 
been  presented  to  the  General  Committee,  which  states  that 
after  a  number  of  carefully  conducted  trials  with  measured 
quantities  of  the  fhemical,  Dr.  Nield  Cook  is  reluctantly 
forced  to  the  conclusion  that  copper  sulphate  in  the  quan- 
tities generally  prescribed  by  Drs.  Moore  and  Kellarman  is 
of  little  practical  use  for  the  purification  of  the  filthy  tanks 
that  abound  in  Calcutta. 

Foreign  Qualifications  in  the  Straits. — The  Straits 
Government  has  decided  on  a  policy  of  retaliation  in  refer- 
ence to  foreign  medical  men  and  chemists.  In  future 
neither  of  these  will  be  licensed  to  practise  in  the  Colony 
unless  they  possess  a  recognised  British  qualification.  Those 
who  are  in  business  at  the  present  time  will  be  allowed  to 
continue,  but  no  other  foreigners  will  be  allowed  to  practise 
these  callings  unless  qualified  in  Great  Britain.  This  has 
given  much  satisfaction  to  medicos  and  chemists.  At  pre- 
sent the  federated  Malay  States  is  the  happy  hunting- 
ground  of  all  nondescripts  in  the  healing  art,  but  it  is  hoped 
that  a  Poison  Ordinance  will  be  passed  there  to  keep  in  line 
with  the  Settlements,  and  that  those  in  business  who  have 
obtained  their  pharmaceutical  knowledge  as  dressers  in 
Government  employ  will  be  prevented  from  practising  as 
chemists. 


Colonial  ano  ^foreign  Bews. 


It  is  reported  from  Belgrade  that  the  import  and  sale 
of  infants'  foods  in  Servia  is  in  future  to  be  restricted  to 
pharmacists. 

Pharmacy  Proprietors  Combine. — According  to  the 
"  Pharmatzevtitcheski  Viestnik  "  the  proprietors  of  phar- 
macies in  Russia  have  determined  to  organise  a  union  in 
order  to  combat  the  assistants.  They  are  endeavouring  to 
organise  an  all-Russian  combination.  Up  till  now  their 
progress  consists  in  a  communication  from  the  Government 
that  a  congress  on  the  subject  may  only  be  permitted  if  all 
pharmacists  agree  to  take  part. 


A  Deadly  Aperitif. — Six  persons  are  reported  to  have 
been  poisoned  as  the  result  of  a  dispensing-mistake  at  Casa- 
massema,  near  Bari.  They  all  went  together  about  midday 
to  a  chemist's  shop  for  a  cooling  drink  such  as  is  known  on 
the  Continent  as  "  1' Aperitif."  Within  half  an  hour  all 
were  seized  with  excruciating  pains,  and  in  less  than  an  hour 
four  had  expired,  while  the  other  two  died  the  same  even- 
ing. An  investigation  showed  that  the  chemist  had  inadver- 
tently supplied  a  deadly  poison. 

Too  Much  Public  Zeal. — The  "  Monitor  de  la  Farmacia" 
relates  how  the  alcalde  (mayor)  of  a  village  not  far  from 
Pampeluna,  having  received  notice  from  the  medical  men  of 
the  district  that  one  of  their  number  had  been  disqualified, 
handed  the  notice  right  away  to  the  local  crier  to  be  com- 
municated to  the  populace.  The  gentleman  who  was  dis- 
qualified sued  the  Mayor  and  he  was  condemned  to  three 
years  six  months  and  twenty-one  days  of  exclusion  from  the 
community  for  grave  damage  inflicted. 

Specialities  in  the  Pharmacopoeia. — The  present  Italian 
Pharmacopoeia  contains  a  number  of  formulas  for  speciali- 
ties. It  appears  likely  that  this  section  will  be  excluded 
from  the  proposed  new  revised  edition,  on  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Consiglio  Superiore  di  Sanita,  it  having  been 
found  that  the  insertion  of  the  specialities  in  the  pharma- 
copoeia was  used  for  purposes  of  advertisement,  whereas 
it  was  intended  originally  to  facilitate  their  admittance  into 
foreign  countries,  and  to  further  the  export. 

Egyptian  Pharmacy  Regulations. — The  instructions  dis- 
tributed by  the  Sanitary  Department  to  the  proprietors  of 
pharmacies  enjoin  that  all  proprietors  must  catalogue  their 
stock  of  drugs  alphabetically,  while  poisons,  arranged  in 
alphabetical  order,  must  be  placed  in  special  compartments 
and  grouped.  Mineral  waters  must  be  kept  underground  if 
possible,  to  avoid  the  rays  of  the  sun.  The  keys  of  all  medi- 
cine chests,  cupboards,  drawers,  etc.,  containing  poison  must 
be  kept  in  the  sole  charge  of  a  diplomaed  pharmacist.  All 
orders  and  prescriptions  must  be  entered  daily  in  a  special 
register,  and  the  shop  assistants  may  not  hand  over  to  cus- 
tomers any  medicine  or  drug  containing  poison.  Prescrip- 
tions must  be  returned  to  their  bearers,  but  in  cases  where 
they  contain  a  medical  error  the  pharmacist  is  to  keep  the 
document  as  a  "  piece  justificative,"  and  give  a  copy  to  the 
person  for  whom  it  has  been  drawn  up.  Proprietors  are  held 
responsible  for  the  purity  of  all  drugs  in  medicines  that  leave 
their  pharmacies. 

Lady  Pharmacists  in  Germany. — Three  months  ago 
the  Prussian  Minister  of  Education  issued  an  order  per- 
mitting ladies  (with  the  exception  of  charitable  sisters  and 
other  ladies  employed  in  connection  with  religious  sick- 
fund  associations)  who  fulfil  the  conditions  for  admission 
to  pharmaceutical  examinations  to  become  pharmacists. 
The  dearth  of  qualified  assistants  and  the  admission  of 
women  into  pharmacy  is  to  be  a  burning  question  at  the 
forthcoming  meeting  of  the  German  Pharmaceutical  Asso- 
ciation. A  correspondent  of  the  Berlin  Tagcblatt,  writing 
on  this  subject,  states  that  there  is  no  lack  of  qualified 
employes  at  the  present  time,  and  that  if  those  who 
have  turned  their  backs  upon  pharmacy  return  to  it,  the 
supply  would  exceed  the  demand.  The  writer  states  that 
the  reasons  why  men  quit  the  business  is  because  of  the 
low  salaries  paid,  and  the  absence  of  a  legal  sick  fund  and 
old-age-pension  fund.  With  regard  to  the  salary  question  he 
says  that  a  competent  and  experienced  dispenser  only  re- 
ceives 11.  per  month,  inclusive  of  board  and  lodging,  and 
that  91.  to  101.  per  month  is  rare.  He  mentions  the  owner 
of  a  pharmacy  who  recently  advertised  for  an  elderly 
dispenser  at  the  rate  of  Zl.  15s.  a  month.  The  sale  of 
pharmacies  at  higher  prices  only  tends  to  further  lower 
salaries,  and  the  only  general  remedy  lies  either  in  the 
nationalisation  of  pharmacies,  their  conversion  into  muni- 
cipal pharmacies,  or  the  exercise  of  Government  control 
on  the  transfer  of  such  businesses.  The  writer  goes  on  to 
express  the  opinion  that  the  employment  of  women  is  only 
permitted  in  order  that  even  cheaper  labour  than  at  present 
obtains  may  be  secured.  He  suggests  that  ladies  are  not 
physically  fitted  to  be  pharmaceutical  assistants  under  the 
present  conditions  of  pharmacy.  At  present  night  service 
frequently  entails  the  continuous  attention  of  assistants 
for  from  forty-eight  to  sixty  hours. 
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personalities* 


Mr.  Ambrose  Fry  has  joined  the  directorate  of  the 
Liverpool  Borax  Co.,  Ltd.,  of  Old  Swan,  Liverpool. 

Mr.  Thomas  Christy,  F.L.S.,  who  has  been  ailing  since 
Whitsuntide,  has  become  much  worse  within  the  last  few 
days. 

Mr.  Robert  Reah,  druggist  and  drysalter,  has  been 
appointed  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  borough  of  South 
Shields. 

The  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Civil  Law  has  been 
conferred  on  Dr.  Charles  Forshaw,  of  Bradford,  by  the 
Senatus  Academicus  of  Potomac  University,  Washington, 
U.S.A.  The  Potomac  University  was  founded  and 
chartered  a  year  ago. 

Dr.  Plumley,  son  of  Mr.  J.  G.  Plumley,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Bristol,  who  is  on  a  Swiss  tour  with  one  of  his 
sisters,  has  just  written  home  an  account  of  his  successful 
ascent  of  Mont  Blanc.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  in 
June  1897  Mr.  J.  G.  Plumley  himself,  in  company  with 
another  Bristol  gentleman,  made  the  ascent  of  the  Breit- 
horn,  from  Dermatt,  on  the  first  day  of  the  season. 


Birtb. 

Staunton.— On  July  28,  at  8  Dominick  Street,  Galway, 
the  wife  of  Edward  P.  Staunton,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  of 
a  daughter. 

flDamaoes. 

Brickell-May.— At  St.  Augustine's  Church,  Honor  Oak, 
on  August  10,  by  the  Rev.  Percy  White  Collard,  Ethelbert 
Richard  Brickell,  of  the  firm  of  Brickell  &  Jones,  chemists, 
Brondesbury,  N.W.,  to  Edith,  only  daughter  of  the  late 
Mr.  P.  May,  of  Kilburn. 

Francis— Whitelock.—  At  All  Saints'  Parish  Church, 
Castle  Cary,  Somersetshire,  on  August  8,  by  the  Rev.  Here- 
ward  Eyre  Wake,  M.A.,  Vicar,  Thomas  Hamer  Hanbury 
Francis,  chemist  and  druggist,  to  Edith,  third  surviving 
daughter  of  the  late  Mr.  Frederick  Whitelock,  Fern  House 
Castle  Cary. 

Thomas— Forster.— At  St.  Mary's  Church,  Dover,  on 
August  5,  by  the  Rev.  Prebendary  Palmer,  Vicar  of  Salt- 
wood,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  Canon  Barham,  Vicar  of  St 
Mary's,  George  Devenish  Thomas,  B.Sc,  F.C.S.,  science 
master,  Dover  Secondary  School,  to  Miss  Forster,  daughter 
of  the  late  Mr.  G.  H.  Forster,  chemist  and  druggist,  Dover. 


2>eatb6* 

Barlow  —At  Hyde,  on  July  31,  Mr.  Arthur  Barlow, 
chemist  and  druggist. 

Briggs.— At  Idle,  Bradford,  on  August  7,  Mr.  Maurice 

S7ngg%er  ^  -Mr-  BriggS  served  his  apprentice- 

^P^Mr-  F.BeU,  chemist,  Bradford,  and  remained  with 
Mr  Bell  s  successor  (Mr.  Clarkson)  until  the  death  of  the 
t*  h  ? 6  ,  became  an  assistant  to  Mr.  J.  0.  Moulson,  of 
■Bradford,  and  subsequently  to  Boots  Limited.  He  was 
also  for  a  time  with  Alderman  Dunn,  of  Shipley,  the 
President  of  the  Bradford  Chemists'  Association.  When  he 
returned  to  Idle  from  a  second  engagement  at  Welling- 
borough he  started  business  as  a  druggist. 

Grimwood  -At  104  Farringdon  Road,  E.C.,  Mr.  William 
Grimwood,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  seventy-one.  Mr. 

l  '  I  °7acS  ml°h  resPected>  had  been  in  business  in 
Farringdon  Road  for  about  fifteen  years,  having  taken  over 
the  business  of  Mr.  C.  J.  Walker. 

HoTODON  -At  Occleshaw  House,  Leyland,  Preston,  on 
August  12,  Margaret,  wife  of  Mr.  Quarton  Houldon,  chemist 
and  druggist,  aged  sixty-six. 

Saunders  -At  Guy's  Hospital,  on  August  7,  after  an 
ST  *IrQtCTharles  Heath  SaundL,  chemist  and 

druggist,  of  St.  Lawrence,  Ramsgate,  aged  seventy. 


Wheeler. — On  August  14,  at  her  residence,  Eastbourne 
House,  Victoria  Park  Road,  South  Hackney,  N.E.,  Eliza- 
beth Charlotte,  widow  of  the  late  Mr.  Christopher  Wheeler, 
pharmaceutical  chemist,  of  Hackney  Road. 


IRcccnt  Mills. 


Knight. — The  will  of  the  late  Mr.  John  Knight,  phar- 
maceutical chemist,  of  Rendezvous  Street,  Folkestone,  who 
died  on  June  30,  has  been  proved  by  his  daughter  Miss 
Hannah  M.  Knight,  of  London  College,  Romford  Road.  Strat- 
ford, and  his  son  Mr.  John  Eddy  Knight,  4  William  Street, 
Devonport,  chemist  and  druggist.  The  gross  estate  amounts 
to  1,819/.,  including  net  personalty  1,308/. 

Newbigin. — Mr.  James  Lesslie  Newbigin,  of  Greenbatt 
House,  Alnwick,  Northumberland,  a  director  of  Messrs.  J.  L. 
Newbigin  &  Son,  Ltd.,  chemists  and  druggists,  of  Alnwick, 
chairman  of  the  old  Local  Board  of  Health  and  of  the  Alnwick 
Urban  District  Council,  Governor  of  the  Alnwick  Infirmary, 
trustee  of  the  Alnwick  Savings-bank,  and  manager  of  the 
Clayport  Street  Presbyterian  Church,  who  died  on  June  11 
last,  aged  seventy-five,  left  estate  valued  at  9,194/.  19s.  Id. 
gross,  of  which  5,920/.  3s.  is  net  personalty.  Probate  of  his  will 
dated  April  29,  1905,  has  been  granted  to  his  widow,  Mrs. 
Emma  Newbigin,  of  Alnwick,  and  his  sons  Mr.  Lesslie  New- 
bigin, of  Alnwick,  chemist ;  Mr.  Edward  Richmond  New- 
bigin, of  17  Tankerville  Terrace,  Newcastle,  shipowner ;  and 
Mr.  Henry  Thornton  Newbigin,  of  5  St.  Nicholas  Buildings, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  engineer.  He  bequeathed  to  his  wife 
absolutely  his  household  effects,  with  the  use  of  his  residence 
and  the  income  from  his  shares  in  the  said  company  for  life  ; 
he  bequeathed  to  each  of  his  daughters  100/.,  and  left  an 
annuity  of  50/.  to  his  sister  Miss  Elizabeth  Jane  Newbigin,  and 
the  ultimate  residue  of  his  estate  to  all  his  children  in  equal 
shares. 


THE  LATE  MR.  LLOYD  BULLOCK. 


The  subjoined  article  from  the  Singapore  "  Straits  Times" 
refers  to  the  late  Mr.  J.  Lloyd  Bullock,  and  is  somewhat 
curious  in  referring  to  him  as  a  City  man,  as  Mr.  Bullock's 
business  was  in  the  West  End,  while  it  was  apparently 
written  a  few  years  ago,  as  Mr.  Ord  latterly  has  been  at  the 
head  of  Messrs.  Bullock  &  Reynolds'  business  : 

It  is  the  proud  boast  of  the  City  Fathers  that  when  once  a 
man  has  prominently  identified  himself  with  the  commercial 
life  and  historic  traditions  of  the  City  he  cannot  witb 
impunity  cut  adrift  from  all  its  associations.  Or,  say  they, 
the  penalty  of  retirement  becomes  intolerable  and  not  in- 
frequently "  mere  leisure  contributes  to  a  shorter  life."  This 
is  the  view  ninety-nine  out  of  a  hundred  City  men  hold,  and  it 
Soes  a  long  way  in  explaining  how  it  is  one  sees  so  many 
white-haired  and  venerable  men  actively  engaged  at  the  head 
of  our  great  mercantile  houses. 

Septuagenarians  can  be  counted  by  scores,  men  who  have 
passed  the  eighty  mark  are  numbered  in  dozens ;  but  the  most 
interesting  fast— and  one  that  is  probably  unique  and  un- 
paralleled in  the  history  of  any  commercial  city— has  to  be 
related— one  of  the  City's  merchants  has  reached  his  ninety- 
fifth  birthday,  and  is  still  a  very  keen  man  of  business.  This 
fife  Mr"  Bullock'  has  been  a  strenuous  worker  all  his 

As  a  young  man  he  spent  several  years  in  France  and 
Germany,  devoting  his  life  to  pharmacy  and  scientific  re- 
search work,  and  besides  translating  into  English  many  of  the 
technical  works  of  Continental  savants,  identified  himself 
with  the  manufacture  of  pepsin,  on  which  subject  he  is  ad- 
mitted to  be  one  of  the  greatest  authorities. 

Winter  and  summer  he  rises  at  cockcrow,  walks  from  his 
home  in  the  West  End  Citywards,  and  after  a  busy  day  makes 
a  point  of  getting  to  bed  before  8.30  p.m.  To  this  regularity 
of  living  his  City  friends  attribute  the  secret  of  his  longevity 
In  the  late  spring  and  early  summer  Mr.  Bullock  makes  a 
practice  of  varying  his  early  walks,  and  it  is  not  unusual  to 
see  him  out  for  an  airing  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Primrose 
tlill  shortly  after  four  o  clock  in  the  morning 

Associated  with  him  in  his  business  is  a  Mr.  Gardiner  who 
acts  in  the  capacity  of  a  manager.  Mr.  Gardiner  is  eightv- 
S^f  i»  }6  other  men,  is  not  quite  free  from  minof  ail- 
ments. Reticence  about  his  health  is  not  one  of  Mr 
Lrardmer  s  virtues,  and  this  occasionally  leads  Mr.  Bullock' 
WHO  is  the  most  considerate  and  generous  of  men,  to  say  when 
speaking  of  his  manager :  "  Well,  you  see,  young  Gardiner 
hasn  t  got  a  good  constitution." 
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Scientific  progress. 

Temperatures  under  this  heading  are  on  the  Centigrade  scale. 


Carlsbad  Spring-  Gases. — Pesendorfer  ("Chem.  Zeit.," 
29,359)  has  examined  the  gases  evolved  from  the  water  issuing 
from  the  Carlsbad  springs,  and  finds  that  they  consist  of 
carbon  dioxide  99.19  per  cent.,  oxygen  0.03  per  cent.,  nitrogen 
0.04  per  cent.,  and  0.38  per  cent,  of  residual  gases,  consisting 
of  argon,  helium,  and  emanation.  The  argon  and  helium  were 
detected  spectroscopically. 

A  New  Incompatibility.  —  Fomenti  ("Boll.  Chim. 
Farm.,"  44,196)  finds  that  when  salol,  benzo-naphthol,  and 
thymol  are  mixed  a  syrupy  liquid  is  foi'med.  The  production 
of  this  seems  to  depend  on  the  incompatibility  of  the  salol  and 
thymol,  since  these  two  alone  also  form  a  liquid,  and  when 
salol  is  added  to  an  alcoholic  solution  of  thymol  oily  drops 
separate.  It  is  uncertain  whether  the  oil  is  a  definite  chemical 
compound  or  merely  a  solution. 

A  New  Reaction  of  Aconitine.— A  writer  in  "Bulletin 
Commercial,"  June  30,  states  that  ho  has  submitted  varying 
quantities  of  alkaloid  in  a  porcelain  dish  to  the  action  of  five 
to  ter  drops  of  pure  bromine,  beating  the  mixture  in  a  water 
bath  to  hasten  the  reaction.  To  this  he  immediately  adds 
fuming  nitric  acid  and  evaporates  to  dryness  in  the  same 
water-bath,  leaving  an  oxidation  product  of  yellow  colour. 
Tie  now  adds  a  saturated  alcoholic  solution  of  potash,  and 
-evaporates  to  dryness,  obtaining  a  mass,  red  or  brown,  more 
or  less  intense  according  to  the  quantity  of  aconitine.  The 
dish  is  cooled,  and  five  or  six  drops  of  an  aqueous  solution  of 
copper  sulphate  added,  and  this  produces  an  intense  green 
colour. 

Cod-liver  Oil — Roder  ("  Pharm.  Post,"  1905,  390)  gives  the 
following  figures  as  limits  for  good  medicinal  cod-liver  oils, 
which  are  of  interest  on  account  of  the  numerous  disputed 
figures  lately  published.  Sp.  gr.  0.920  -0.931 ;  acid  value  up  to 
3  in  good  oils,  up  to  10  in  crude  oils ;  saponification  value 
17.0  to  19.5  per  cent,  of  KOH.  Roder  appears  not  to  rely  on 
Kremel's  reaction  (nitric  acid).  Five  genuine  samples  he 
examined  gave  the  following  figures  : 


Sp.  gr.  Acid.  No.  Sap.  No.  Kremel. 

1.  0.9253         0.8         17.93  per  eent.KOH  Yes. 

2.  0.9261         3.2         18.88  No. 

3.  0.9275         1.0         19.00  Yes. 

4.  0.9289         1.8         18.99  Yes. 

5.  0.9262         8.9         18.75  Yes. 


Sinacid-butyrometry. — Under  this  somewhat  alarming 
name  Sichler  ("  Journ.  de  Pharmacie,"  1905,  368)  has  proposed 
a  new  process  for  the  determination  of  fat  in  milk  and  allied 
products.  The  process  is  as  follows :  A  solution  of  sodium 
triphosphate  (15  per  cent.)  in  water  is  prepared ;  10  c.c.  of  this 
solution  are  introduced  into  the  apparatus  devised  for  the 
purpose  (the  sinacid-butyrometer),  with  10  c.c.  of  milk  and 
1  c.c.  of  butyl  alcohol.  The  mixture  is  maintained  at 
60°  to  75°  C.  for  three  to  five  minutes,  and  then  well  shaken 
and  allowed  to  stand.  The  casein  is  retained  in  solution  by 
the  sodium  phosphate,  the  albumen  is  precipitated  without 
any  fat,  whilst  the  fat  floats  as  an  oily  layer  at  the  top  of  the 
liquid,  containing  a  little  butyl  alcohol.  The  amount  of 
alcohol  is  fixed  and  is  determined  by  experiment  and  allowed 
for,  and  the  reading  of  the  fat  is  easy  in  the  graduated  tube. 
No  centrifugal  machine  is  necessary.  The  operation  takes 
two  hours,  which  is  the  only  objection. 

Xiquid  Storax.— Roder  gives  ("Pharm.  Post,"  1905,  392)  a 
valuable  series  of  figures  for  thirteen  samples  of  liquid  storax, 
an  oleoresin  for  which  but  few  figures  have  been  published. 
His  results  are  as  follows  : 


Petroleum  ether  extract. 

Acid  No. 

Sap.  No. 

■  Ester  No. 

Acid. 

Sap. 

Ester. 

1 

71 

188 

117 

62.5 

189 

126.5 

2 

64.5 

192 

127.5 

61.0 

202.5 

141.5 

3 

71 

195 

124 

59 

192.5 

133.5 

4 

72 

200.5 

128.5 

5. 

70 

196.5 

126.5 

« 

69 

192 

122.5 

7 

94 

180.5 

86.5 

101 

181.5 

80.5 

8 

62 

187.5 

125.5 

42 

195 

153 

9 

91 

183 

92 

93.5 

180 

86.5 

10 

57.5 

190 

132.5 

31.5 

194 

162.5 

11 

70 

183 

113 

66 

190 

124 

12 

72 

206 

134 

13 

68 

187 

119 

Two  samples,  Nos.  7  and  9,  whose  ester  figures  are  abnormally 
low,  were  found  to  contain  common  rosin.  The  figures  for 
the  other  eleven  samples  are,  with  slight  exception,  very 
constant,  and  are  of  great  value.  The  point  is  that  the  acid 
value  should  not  be  too  high,  nor  the  ester  value  too  low. 


Business  Cbanoes. 

Properly  authenticated  business  notices  (not  being  advertisements) 
are  inserted  in  this  section  free  of  charge  if  promptly  com- 
municated to  the  Editor. 


Me.  John  Richardson,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  re- 
moved his  business  to  44  Station  Road,  Hadfield. 

Mr.  E.  E.  Haslegrave  has  purchased  the  business  at 
50  Balm  Road,  Hunslet,  Leeds,  formerly  carried  on  by  Mr. 
W.  Robinson,  chemist  and  druggist. 

Mr.  John  Dale,  Steel  Bank  Pharmacy,  Sheffield,  has 
disposed  of  his  branch  business  at  258  South  Road,  Walkley, 
to  Mr.  G.  Bennett,  chemist  and  druggist. 


Grace  motes. 


Electric  Welding. — The  Steel  Barrel  Co.,  Ltd.,  Ux- 
bridge,  send  us  a  copy  of  their  Pamphlet  No.  2,  which  illus- 
trates the  application  of  electric  welding  to  solid  steel  barrels 
and  apparatus.  The  illustrations  refer  to  varnish-making 
machinery,  a  tar-distillers'  still  and  condenser,  and  steel 
barrels  and  drums  of  various  kinds  for  paraffin,  spirit,  and 
strong  sulphuric  acid.  The  joints  are  welded  by  an  electric 
method,  the  patents  for  which  are  owned  by  the  company. 

The  New  Price-list  of  Messrs.  May,  Roberts  &  Co., 
9  and  11  Clerkenwell  Road,  London,  E.C.,  runs  to  nearly 
500  pages  and  deals  with  druggists'  sundries,  packed  goods, 
perfumery,  photographic  goods,  and  proprietary  medicines. 
The  list  seems  to  us  to  be  bulkier  than  usual,  the  photo- 
graphic section  being  now  an  important  part  of  the  list.  We 
have  no  doubt  that  the  firm  will  send  a  copy  of  the  list  to 
any  of  our  subscribers  who  have  not  received  one. 

Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.,  Snow  Hill  Build- 
ings. E.C.,  inform  us  that  their  warehouses  will  be  closed 
on  August  31,  for  the  purpose  of  stocktaking. 


An  Illustrated  B.P. 


It  has  been  suggested  that  the  next  edition  of  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia  should  be  diversified  with  cuts.  Mr. 
Reynolds  is  prepared  to  supply  the  General  Medical 
Council  with  original  designs,  "  as  sample." 
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©bservations  anfc  IReflcctions. 

By  Xeaisee. 


The  Chemist's  Apprentice, 

who  apparently  still  exists,  was 
solicitously  catered  for  last  week.  If  plenty  of  friends  and 
advisers  is  a  blessing,  he  is  a  fortunate  young  man.  The 
course  of  his  studies  is  carefully  mapped  out  for  him ; 
scholarships,  prizes,  and  applause  are  strewed  along  his  path  ; 
and  now  it  is  proposed  in  more  than  one  quarter  that  in- 
spectors should  be  appointed  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
to  see  that  he  is  properly  taught  the  art  and  mystery  to 
which  he  has  committed  himself.  It  is  almost  sad.  How 
much  coddling  is  too  much  it  is  not  easy  to  say ;  but  it  is 
only  fair  to  the  lads  concerned  to  note  that  they  do  not  ask 
to  be  so  lovingly  shepherded.  Adam  Smith,  who  vigorously 
attacked  the  apprenticeship  system  which  was  prevalent  in 
his  day,  urged  as  one  of  his  objections  to  it  that  it  tended  to 
make  the  apprentice  idle  "because  he  has  no  immediate 
interest  to  be  otherwise."  We  have  altered  that  in  phar- 
macy, at  all  events.  The  chemist's  apprentice  of  the  twen- 
tieth century  has  to  bear  both  the  burdens  bequeathed  to  him 
from  the  master  apothecaries  of  Adam  Smith's  acquaintance 
and  the  penalties  devised  by  the  examination  maniacs  of  the 
last  fifty  years.  He  has  not  only  to  acquire  manual  dexterity 
and  shop  and  laboratory  skill,  but  in  all  his  spare  moments 
he  must  be  chipping  at 
The  Tree  of  Knowledge, 

not  for  his  own  mental  nourish- 
ment, nor  to  satisfy  a  healthy  appetite  for  learning,  but 
merely  that  he  may  store  up  some  splinters  in  view  of  his 
journey  across  that  black  mountain  of  examination  which 
always  looms  in  front  of  him  and  darkens  his  life.  Try, 
professors  and  presidents  and  editors,  to  realise  the  dismay 
which  must  possess  the  soul  of  the  ordinarily  constructed 
novice  when  he  reads  the  story  of  Dr.  Senter's  career,  or  the 
exposition  of  his  home  study  contributed  by  "A  Country 
Student."  Perken  and  Kipping,  supplemented  by  Bernthsen, 
Remsen,  Ostwald,  Clowes  and  Coleman,  and  Fenton — he  has 
to  absorb  the  learning  of  all  these  great  men  to  get  round 
only  one  of  his  six  subjects;  and  even  then  "A  Country 
Student "  informs  him  cerium  and  lithium  have  not  been 
included.  Of  coarse,  cerium  and  lithium  would  be  the  ele- 
ments selected  by  the  examiners.  I  am  not  at  all  sorry  for 
Dr.  Senter  or  "  Country  Student"  :  they  have  found  their 
groove ;  they  are  enjoying  themselves.  But  may  I  not 
console  the  youth  whose  ambition  is  limited  to  the  ownership 
of  a  shop  with  coloured  bottles  in  the  window  (and  such 
persons  are  still  necessary) ,  by  explaining  that  the  gentlemen 
named  are  aiming  at  something  quite  different  from  that  ? 

Prescription  Law 

has  interested  the  Courts  in  America  more 
than  in  this  country,  and  I  read  in  the  "  Medical  Fress  " 
that  a  Brooklyn  judge  has  recently  given  "  a  luminous  state- 
ment of  the  plain  rights  of  the  matter."  Judge  Gaynor  con- 
siders that  a  prescription  should  be  sent  by  the  doctor  to  the 
pharmacist  under  seal,  should  be  preserved  by  the  pharma- 
cist, and  should  be  accessible  only  to  him  and  the  writer. 
"The  patient  pays  the  doctor  for  what  he  knows  and  is 
able  to  do  for  him  at  the  time  of  consultation,"  says  the 
Judge.  The  patient  "  does  not  pay  for  a  visible  or  tangible 
prescription,  and  to  any  knowledge  to  be  derived  from  it 
neither  he  nor  anyone  now  or  hereafter  has  the  slightest 
right."  Luminous  nonsense,  your  Honour.  If,  for  a  fee  or 
without  one,  a  lawyer,  a  schoolmaster,  a  lecturer,  a  builder, 
a  gardener,  a  chemist,  or  any  other  person  whatsoever  im- 
parts any  item  of  information  to  anybody,  that  body  can 


make  use  of  that  information  or  advice  throughout  the  whole 
of  his  after-life.    Why  a  doctor's  information  or  advice 
should  be  legally  sacred  is  not  obvious. 
Nicolas  Lemery, 

whose  works  were  referred  to  on  this  page 
last  week,  was  one  of  the  most  interesting  pharmacists 
of  whose  lives  we  have  record.  Born  at  Rouen  in  1645,  he 
was  apprenticed  to  an  uncle,  an  apothecary,  in  that  city, 
expecting,  as  so  many  other  youths  have  done,  to  be  taught 
chemistry,  and  not  shop-dusting  or  putting  up  parcels.  The 
uncle  did  not  come  up  to  Nicholas's  anticipation,  so  he  left 
him  and  went  to  Paris,  where  he  obtained  a  situation  with 
the  Demonstrator  of  Chemistry  at  the  Jardin  du  Roi,  a 
rather  noted  man,  named  Glazer.  But  Glazer,  apparently, 
was  not  much  better  than  the  uncle.  He  had  probably  only 
acquired  the  jargon  of  alchemy — at  any  rate,  he  could  not  or 
would  not  impart  instruction — and  two  months  with  him 
sufficed.  The  rolling  stone  then  proceeded  to  Montpellier, 
and  there  he  was  satisfied  with  his  employer,  a  pharmacien 
named  Varchant.  Lemery  had  the  run  of  Varchant's  labora- 
tory, and  in  twelve  months  was  teaching  the  science  to  the 
elite  of  the  city.  He  stayed  three  years  at  Montpellier,  and 
passed  another  year  or  two  in  travelling  about  France.  In 
1672  he  came  back  to  Paris,  and  soon  after  was  admitted  a 
master  apothecary.  He  opened  a  pharmacy  in  the  Rue 
Galande,  and  taught  chemistry  in  an  adjoining  laboratory. 
His  lectures  became  the  fashion ;  it  is  said  that,  among 
others,  forty  Scotchmen  attended  them.  His  phenomenal 
popularity  was  largely  due  to  the  fact  that  he  was  the  first 
to  teach  science  in  French  instead  of  in  Latin.  The  business 
of  his  pharmacy  is  also  described  as  prodigious.  He  sold  a 
Spanish  White,  a  magistery  of  bismuth,  for  the  complexion, 
which  alone  paid  his  rent.  He  was  also  famous  for  a  com- 
forting opiate  and  a  gentle  emetic.  In  1675  he  published  his 
treatise  on  chemistry,  which  was  far  in  advance  of  any 
similar  work  then  known.  Fontenelle  says  it  was  bought 
and  read  as  eagerly  as  if  it  had  been  a  romance  or  a  satire. 
He  was  elected  to  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  and  was  noted 
throughout  Europe.  Everything  was  prosperous  with  him, 
when  suddenly  in  1681  his  pharmacy  was  closed,  and  his 
lectures  stopped  by  the  police,  for 
Lemery  was  a  Protestant. 

The  Elector  of  Brandenburg  in- 
vited him  to  Berlin,  but  he  chose  to  settle  in  London. 
Charles  II.  received  him  cordially,  and  he  presented  that 
monarch  with  a  copy  of  his  "  Chemistry."  He  could  not 
make  himself  at  home  in  England,  however,  and  in  1683  he 
went  back  to  France,  took  a  doctor's  degree  at  Caen,  and 
practised  as  a  physician  at  Paris.  In  1685  came  the  Revoca- 
tion of  the  Edict  of  Nantes,  and  Lemery  found  himself  once 
more  in  the  ranks  of  the  unemployed.  It  would  have  been 
pleasant  to  add  that  he  again  emigrated.  He  was  only  forty, 
and  might  have  won  a  great  position  in  England,  Germany, 
or  Holland.  Sad  to  tell,  however,  he  abjured  his  faith, 
joined  the  Catholic  Church,  got  letters  patent  from 
Louis  XIV.  which  permitted  him  as  an  exceptional  privilege 
to  carry  on  the  professions  of  medicine  and  pharmacy  simul- 
taneously, and  lived  in  peace  and  prosperity  to  the  age  of 
seventy. 


Corfu  Olive  Oil.— The  estimate  of  the  olive-oil  crop  m  the 
Ionian  Islands  last  year  amounted  to  about  90.000  barrels  of 
16  gals.,  equal  to  about  1,440,000  gals.,  one-third  for  eating: 
and  two-thirds  for  burning  purposes.  About  27,000  barrels, 
equal  to  432,000  gals.,  were  exported  to  Russia,  almost  all  for 
burning-purposes,  at  about  27/.  to  30?.  per  tun  in  1904.  and  at 
32/.  to  38/.  per  tun  from  Januarv  to  March,  1905.  f.o.b.  Corfu. 
Up  to  the  end  of  March,  1905,  only  127  barrels  were  shipped 
for  the  United  Kingdom,  at  about  407.  per  tun  f.o.b.  Corfu. 
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Ok  "Sanitas"  Co.,  Cim., 

are  the  exclusive  Manufacturers  of  the 
well-known  Non-poisonous 

"SANITAS"  PREPARATIONS. 
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Klngzett's  Patent  Drain  Testers,  Sheep  Dips,  Weed  Killer, 
Patent  Preserved  Peroxide  of  Hydrogen, 
Carbolic  Fluids,  Powders,  and  Soaps, 
Eucalyptus  Oil,  and  Permanganate  of  Potash 
"  Sanitas"  Pamphlet  and  "How  to  Disinfect"  Book  sent  free. 

THE  "SANITAS"  CO.,  LTD.,  LONDON,  E. 
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PUREST  IN  ENGLAND. 


BOURNE 
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Oases, 
Carriage  Paid,  by 

R.  M.  MILLS  8i  CO. 
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Analysis,  &c,  on 
Application. 


WATERS 
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<3r.  S 


1VETJJVEFOBD 

FARRINGDON    ROAD,    LONDON,  E.C. 


No.  1  FineBt  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 
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9/  cwt. 

No.  1  Finest  Pure 
FULLER'S  EARTH 
(Light  Colour) 
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/7  A/tO  lb. 

Finest  Pure 
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32/  cwt. 
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ARROWROOT 
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f3&  CARRIAGE  PAID  to  Railway  Stations  within  200  miles  of 
London  (or  allowance  made  for  distances  beyond)  on  a  total  weight 
of  112  lbs.  and  upwards  of  above  articles.  Smaller  parcels  deli- 
vered  free  on  rail  London  at  above  prices. 


WHEAT  DRESSINGS 

GENUINE  SULPHATE  OF  COPPER. 

AGRICULTURAL  SULPHATE  OF  COPPER. 
CARBOLIZED  WHEAT  DRESSING,  '  FARMERS'  FRIEND.' 
GROUND  VITRIOL  I  Mixture  of  Sulphates  of  Copper  &  Iron). 

Chemists'  own  Formulae  carefully  made  up  &  packed. 

Bills  it  Posters  supplied  Gratis.    Write  us  NO  W. 
TOM  LI  N  SON  &  HAYWARD,  Ld.,  LINCOLN. 


JBbttorfat  Comments, 


Atomic  Evolution. 

It  is  at  least  fitting  that  Professor  G.  H.  Darwin  should 
choose  as  the  subject  of  his  address  before  the  British 
Association  one  with  which  the  name  of  his  illustrious  father 
is  indissolvably  connected — that  of  evolution.  Following  up 
our  notes  of  last  week  we  should  preface  our  remarks  by 
stating  that  the  official  party  landed  at  Cape  Town  from 
the  Saxon  on  August  15,  and  that  the  same  evening  Professor 
Darwin  delivered  his  address  in  the  new  City  Hall.  The 
Association  was  welcomed  by  the  Governor,  Sir  Walter  Hely- 
Hutchinson,  and  Sir  William  Crookes  introduced  the  new 
President.  This  year  an  innovation  has  been  inaugurated  in 
dividing  the  President's  address  into  two  parts,  the  second 
part  being  put  down  for  delivery  at  Johannesburg  on 
August  30.  Professor  G.  H.  Darwin  is  the  second  son  of 
the  late  Charles  Robert  Darwin,  author  of  "  The  Origin  of 
Species,"  and  he  is  Plumian  Professor  of  Astronomy  and  Ex- 
perimental Philosophy  at  Cambridge.  Professor  Darwin's 
published  works  have  been  chiefly  concerned  with  mathe- 
matical science,  and  hence  the  theory  of  evolution,  which 
forms  the  main  subject  of  the  first  part  of  his  address,  is 
approached  from  a  mathematical  standpoint  rather  than  from 
the  naturalist's  point  of  view.  It  deals  with  evolution  as 
regards  the  constitution  of  the  universe  and  with  the  part 
which  mathematicians  have  taken  in  demonstrating  the 
theory.  To  living  men  it  seems,  from  the  marvels  of  dis- 
covery that  are  yearly  unfolded,  as  though  the  development 
of  knowledge  was  proceeding  at  a  faster  rate  than  usual,  but 
from  a  wider  point  of  view  the  scale  of  time  is  relatively  un- 
important, for  the  universe  is  leisurely  in  its  procedure. 
Whether  the  changes  be  fast  or  slow  they  form  a  part  of  a 
long  sequence  of  events  which  began  in  some  past  of  im- 
measurable remoteness  and  tend  to  some  end  which  cannot 
be  foreseen.  The  man  who  propounds  a  theory  of  evolution 
is  attempting  to  reconstruct  the  history  of  the  past  by  means 
of  the  circumstantial  evidence  afforded  by  the  present,  thus 
differing  from  the  historian,  who  needs  much  of  the  human 
element  to  clothe  his  facts.  The  evolutionist  must  form  a 
theory  from  the  facts  before  him,  and  only  sobriety  of  judg- 
ment distinguishes  the  great  theorist  from  a  fantastic  fool. 
As  hardly  any  theory  is  true,  the  test  of  a  scientific  theory  is 
the  number  of  facts  which  it  embraces  into  a  connected 
whole,  and  hence  theories  may  be  inconsistent,  but  useful  as 
pointing  the  way  to  truth.  Referring  to  the  theory  of 
natural  selection  and  the  transformation  which  this  theory 
has  wrought  in  the  world  of  science,  Professor  Darwin  pro- 
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ceeded  to  deal  with  the  parallel  doctrine  in  the  case  of 
inanimate  nature,  and  although  inanimate  matter  moves 
under  the  action  of  forces  which  are  incomparably  simpler 
than  those  governing  living  beings,  yet  the  problems  of  the 
physicist  and  the  astronomer  are  scarcely  less  complex  than 
those  which  present  themselves  to  the  biologist.    The  time- 
scale  in  the  transmutation  of  species  of  animals  is  furnished 
by  the  geological  record,  although  it  is  not  possible  to  trans- 
late   that  record  into    years,    while    the    time  needed 
for  a  change  of  type  in  atoms  or  molecules  may  be 
measured  by  millionths  of  a  second  up  to  millions  of  years 
in  the  case  of  stars.    If  the  conditions  which  determine 
stability  of  motion  could  be  accurately  formulated  through- 
out the  universe  the  past  history  of  the  cosmos  and  its 
future  fate  would  be  unfolded.    The  study  of  stability  and 
instability  thus  furnishes  the  problems  which  the  physicist 
and  biologist  alike  attempt  to  solve,  but,  as  the  address 
showed,  with  comparatively  little  success  so  far.  The 
mathematician's  method  is  to  mentally  construct  an  ideal 
mechanical  system  or  model  intended  to  represent  the 
leading  features  of  the  system  he  wants  to  examine,  and 
then  study  the  possible  stable  and  unstable  configurations 
and  the  circumstances  which  will  cause  transitions  from 
one  to  the  other.    Finally,  his  results  have  to  be  applied 
to  actual  matter,  and  from  this  he  judges  to  what  extent 
it  is  justifiable  to  interpret  Nature  by  means  of  these 
results.    As  illustrating  the  principles  and  methods  of  the 
various  investigations,  Professor  Darwin  applied  the  theory 
of  natural  selection  to  the  atoms  of  a  chemical  element. 
The  alchemists  dreamed  of  transforming  the  baser  metals 
into  gold,  but  it  is  left  to  modern  researches  to  furnish  a 
sufficiently  clear  idea  of  the  structure  of  atoms  to  enable 
us  to  see  what  would  have  to  be  done  to  effect  a  trans- 
formation of  elements.     The   essential  diversity  of  the 
chemical  element  was  up  till  ten  years  ago  accepted  by  the 
chemist  as  an  ultimate  fact,  but  within  the  last  few  years 
the  researches  of  Lenard,  Rontgen,  Becquerel,  the  Curies, 
Larmor,  and  Thomson  have  shown  that  the  atom  is  not  in- 
divisible, and  have  thrown  a  flood  of  light  thereby  on  the 
ultimate  constitution  of  matter.   The  atom  has  been  shown  to 
consist  really  of  a  large  number  of  component  parts  known 
as  corpuscles  or  electrons,  and  which  may  be  described  as 
particles  of  negative  electricity.    Thomson's  experimental 
atom  has  been  examined  by  mathematical  methods,  and 
yields  the  information  that  there  are  definite  arrangements 
of  the  orbits  in  which  the  corpuscles  must  revolve  if  they 
are  to  be  persistent  or  stable  in  their  motions.    An  in- 
finite number  of  types  is  possible,  possessing  greater  or 
lesser  degrees  of  stability,  and  by  a  continuation  of  this 
argument  we  are  led  to  conjecture  that  the  several  chemi- 
cal elements  represent  those  different  kinds  of  communities 
of  corpuscles  which  have  proved  by  their  stability  to  be 
successful  in  the  struggle  for  life.    Such  a  conclusion  is 
an  absolute  contradiction  of  all  that  was  known  of  the 
elements  until  recently,  for  no  symptoms  of  decay  are  per- 
ceived, and  the  elements  existing  in  the  solar  system  must 
already  have  lasted  for  millions  of  years.  Nevertheless, 
there  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  in  radium,  and  in  other 
elements  possessing  very  complex  atoms,  we  do  actually 
observe   that  break-up   and   spontaneous  rearrangement 
which  constitute  a  transmutation  of  elements.    The  Pre- 
sident is  to  consider  the  various  theories  of  evolution  in 
the  heavens  in  the  second  part  of  his  address,  but  chemists 
will  meanwhile  find  much  food  for  thought  in  the  outline  of 
the  first  part  of  the  address  which  we  have  briefly  sketched. 

The  different  sections  of  the  British  Association  began 
their  meetings  on  August  16,  the  South  African  College, 
Cape  Town,  being  requisitioned  in  addition  to  the  City  Hall! 


The  Legislative  Session. 

The  sixth  Session  of  the  first  Parliament  of  King  Ed- 
ward VII.  was  brought  to  a  close  on  August  11.  Politically 
the  Session  is  spoken  of  as  a  barren  one,  in  the  sense  that  no 
measure  of  first-class  public  importance  received  the  Royal 
assent.  As  to  trade  measures,  the  fate  of  the  Pharmacy  Bill 
is  too  recent  to  require  any  further  reference.  In  marked 
contrast  to  this  ill-fated  Bill  was  that  of  the  Trade-marks 
Act,  1905,  which  received  the  Royal  assent  last  week,  and 
which  becomes  law  on  April  1,  1906.  The  Bill  was  introduced 
by  Mr.  Fletcher  Moulton  in  March,  and  being  unopposed  by 
the  Government  and  placed  in  the  category  of  non-conten- 
tious Bills,  had  what  should  be  the  normal  course  of  all  good 
measures.  As  recently  as  March  25  w7e  gave  an  outline  of 
the  chief  provisions  of  this  Act,  which,  although  largely  of 
a  consolidating  character,  nevertheless  contains  useful 
amendments.  A  registrable  trade-mark  must  by  this  Act 
contain  or  consist  of  at  least  one  of  the  following  essential 
particulars  : 

1.  The  name  of  a  company,  individual,  or  firm  represented 

in  a  special  or  particular  manner; 

2.  Tho  signature  of  the  applicant  for  registration  or  somo 

predecessor  in  his  business  ; 

3.  An  invented  word  or  invented  words  ; 

4.  A  word  or  words  having  no  direct  reference  to  the 

character  or  quality  of  the  goods,  and  not  being 
according  to  its  ordinary  signification  a  geographical 
name  or  a  surname  ; 

5.  Any  other  distinctive  mark,  but  a  name,  signature,  or 

word  or  words,  other  than  such  as  fall  within  the  de- 
scriptions in  the  above  paragraphs  (1),  (2),  (3),  and 
(4),  shall  not,  except  by  order  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
or  the  Court,  be  deemed  a  distinctive  mark. 

The  mark  may  be  limited  to  one  or  more  specified  colours, 
and  by  Section  15  the  process  of  disclaiming  is  more  dis- 
tinctly regulated.  Section  37  is  one  calculated  to  put  down  a 
practice  that  has  arisen  of  registering  trade-marks  in  classes 
which  it  was  never  intended  to  use,  the  idea  being  solely  to 
prevent  the  use  of  a  word  in  any  way.  This  section  is  as 
follows  : 

A  registered  trade-mark  may,  on  tho  application  to  the 
Court  of  any  person  aggrieved,  be  taken  off  the  register  in 
respect  of  any  of  the  goods  for  which  it  is  registered,  on  tho 
ground  that  it  was  registered  by  the  proprietor  or  a  pre- 
decessor in  title  without  any  bond-fide  intention  to  use  the 
same  in  connection  with  such  goods,  and  there  has  in  fact 
been  no  bond-fide  user  of  the  same  in  connection  therewith, 
or  on  the  ground  that  there  has  been  no  bond-fide  user  of 
such  trade-mark  in  connection  with  such  goods  during  the 
five  years  immediately  preceding  the  application,  unless  in 
either  case  such  non-user  is  shown  to  be  duo  to  special  cir- 
cumstances in  the  trade,  and  not  to  any  intention  not  to 
use  or  to  abandon  such  trade-mark  in  respect  of  such  goods. 
The  Act,  which  is  a  long  one,  deals  largely  with  the  pro- 
cedure to  be  adopted  in  cases  of  dispute,  defines  the  powers  of 
the  Registrar,  and  gives  the  applicant  increased  facilities  for 
applying  to  the  Courts  for  revision  of  any  decision  of  the 
Registrar. 

Section  41  enacts  that  in  all  legal  proceedings  relating  to  a 
registered  trade-mark  the  original  registration  of  such  trade- 
mark shall,  after  the  expiration  of  seven  years  of  such 
registration,  be  taken  to  be  valid  in  all  respects,  unless  the 
mark  was  obtained  by  fraud  or  is  of  the  deceptive  character 
defined  in  Section  11.  Some  revision  has  been  made  in  the 
matter  of  Sheffield  marks  and  cotton-marks. 

There  is  a  section  in  regard  to  the  use  of  the  Royal  arms 
which  appears  to  be  more  stringent  than  the  present  enact- 
ment.   The  new  section  is  as  follows  : 

If  any  person,  without  the  authority  of  his  Majesty,  uses 
in  connection  with  any  trade,  business,  calling,  or  profes- 
sion, the  Royal  arms  (or  arms  so  closely  resembling  the  same 
as  to  be  calculated  to  deceive)  in  such  manner  as  to  be 
calculated  to  lead  to  the  belief  that  he  is  duly  authorised 
so  to  use  the  Royal  arms,  or  if  anv  person  without  the 
authority  of  his  Majesty  or  of  a  member  of  the  Royal 
Family,  uses  in  connection  with  any  trade,  business,  calling, 
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or  profession  any  device,  emblem,  or  title  in  such  manner 
as  to  be  calculated  to  lead  to  the  belief  that  he  is  employed 
by  or  supplies  goods  to  his  Majesty  or  such  member  of  the 
Royal  Family,  he  may,  at  the  suit  of  any  person  who  is 
authorised  to  use  such  arms  or  such  device,  emblem,  or 
title,  or  is  authorised  by  the  Lord  Chamberlain  to  take 
proceedings  in  that  behalf,  be  restrained  by  injunction  or 
interdict  from  continuing  so  to  use  the  same :  provided  that 
nothing  in  this  section  shall  be  construed  as  affecting  the 
right,  if  any,  of  the  proprietor  of  a  trade-mark  containing 
any  such  arms,  device,  emblem,  or  title  to  continue  to  use 
such  trade-mark. 

The  Medical  Act  (1886)  Amendment  Act,  1905,  which  has 
now  passed  into  law,  has  nothing  in  common  with  the  highly 
contentious  Bill  which  is  being  promoted  by  the  British 
Medical  Association.  The  Act  consists  of  only  one  section 
giving  power  to  make  reciprocal  arrangements  with  Canada, 
which,  owing  to  the  wording  of  the  Medical  Act  (1886), 
could  not  be  done.  The  1886  Act  stipulated  that  where  any 
Colony  had  a  provincial  and  a  federal  organisation 
reciprocal  arrangements  could  only  be  made  with  the  Federal 
Government.  As  education  is  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the 
Provincial  Governments  in  Canada,  it  has  hitherto  not  been 
possible  to  take  advantage  of  the  reciprocal  provisions  of  the 
1886  Act.    The  anomaly  has  now  been  removed. 

The  National  Revenue. 

The  forty-eighth  Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  His 
Majesty's  Inland  Revenue,  to  which  a  brief  reference  was 
made  last  week,  deals  with  millions.  The  gross  receipts  of 
the  Inland  revenue  for  the  year  ending  March  31,  1905,  was 
106,330,1522.,  of  which  sum  9,573,5082.  was  surrendered  to 
the  Local  Taxation  Accounts,  the  remainder  being  paid 
into  the  Treasury.  Of  the  item  of  106  millions  referred  to, 
90^  millions  was  collected  by  the  Inland  Revenue,  6  millions 
by  the  Customs,  and  2^  millions  by  the  Post  Office.  The 
remainder  of  the  106  millions  was  collected  by  the  Inland 
Revenue  on  behalf  of  other  departments.  Compared  with 
the  previous  year  there  was  an  increase  in  the  net  receipts  of 
the  total  revenue  in  1903-4  of  408,6232.  The  report  of  the 
Commissioners  is  conveniently  reviewed  in  sections.  The 
first,  the  Excise  duties,  includes  spirit,  glucose,  and  saccharin 
duties  and  licences.  Of  the  36  millions  received  in  this 
section  of  the  Inland  Revenue,  31  millions  is  derived  from 
beer  and  spirit  duties,  the  spirit  duty  showing  a  decrease 
of  half  a  million.  From  glucose  the  duty  received  was 
86,5672.,  an  increase  of  3,9422.,  while  the  saccharin  duty 
increased  9,7682.  on  a  total  of  10,6742.,  the  quantity  charged 
being  170,778  ounces.  Licences  have  yielded  an  increase  of 
44,4892. ;  but  when  it  is  added  that  the  beer  duty  decreased 
almost  as  much  as  the  spirit  duty  it  does  not  surprise  one 
to  see  a  total  decrease  on  this  section  of  nearly  900,0002. 
The  Commissioners  refer  to  the  recommendations  of  the 
Departmental  Alcohol  Committee  which,  as  far  as  they 
entailed  additions  to  or  amendments  of  the  law,  were  em- 
bodied in  the  Revenue  Bill,  1905,  which  so  far  has  failed  to 
meet  with  the  approval  of  Parliament.  As  noted  last  week, 
the  number  of  proof  gallons  of  spirit  methylated  in  the  last 
financial  year  was  5^  millions.  The  Excise  licences  yielded 
over  4  millions,  the  bulk  of  the  money  being  derived  from 
publicans'  and  spirit-dealers'  licences.  The  licences  in  which 
the  drug-trade  is  more  immediately  concerned  are  glucose- 
manufacturers  (26) .  saccharin-manufacturers  (2) ,  methylated- 
spirit  makers  (30),  methylated-spirit  retailers  (17,424), 
stills  (922),  patent-medicine  makers  or  vendors  (40,129).  The 
yield  from  patent-medicine  licences  was  10,0302.,  and  from 
methylated-spirit  retail  licences  8,5682.  There  has  been  a 
steady  increase  in  the  number  of  patent-medicine  licences 
from  30,234  in  1894-5,  to  the  present  figure  of  40,129.  The 
amount  of  duty  received  from  medicines  was  331,4392., 
against  323,4462.  in  the  previous  financial  year.    This  section 


shows  a  steady  increase  each  year  since  1894-5,  when  the 
amount  stood  at  234,8812.  The  fact  that  the  number  of 
licences  is  steadily  increasing  as  well  as  the  amount  received 
from  stamp-duty  would  probably  be  an  important  factor  in 
influencing  a  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  who  was  asked  to 
abolish  these  sources  of  revenue  which,  if  relatively  small, 
yield  a  certain  annual  sum.  There  were  1,124  certificates  of 
registration  of  alkali  works  issued  in  the  last  financial  year 
yielding  3,5342.,  the  figures  being  of  interest  as  the  number  is 
73  fewer  than  in  the  previous  year.  The  other  items  in  the 
Commissioners'  report  that  claim  attention  are  the  amount  of 
over  2  millions  received  from  inhabited-house  duty,  and 
31^  millions  from  income-tax.  The  number  of  residential 
shops  charged  with  inhabited-house  duty  was  312,634,  the 
annual  value  being  placed  at  over  16  millions.  The  figures 
of  the  amount  of  income-tax  payable  on  the  profits  from 
"businesses,  concerns,  professions,  employments,  and  cer- 
tain interest "  refer  to  the  year  1903-4,  the  gross  amount  of 
income  dealt  with  under  this  head  being  502  millions,  an 
increase  of  nearly  11  millions  on  the  previous  financial  year. 
An  analysis  of  these  figures  as  regards  the  number  of  assess- 
ments and  persons  and  firms  from  whom  the  money  was 
collected  is  here  given  : 


Number 

Yield 

Persons  

Firms   

Public  companies   

Local  authorities   

Bankers,  coupon  dealers,  etc  , 
deducting  tax  on  behalf  of 
the  Revenue  

471,526 
58,617 
30,366 
9,751 

£ 

128,290,267 
88,576,236 

245,483,956 
17,314,153 

22,737,904 

502,402,516 

The  figures  as  regards  "persons"  include  99,224  assess- 
ments on  employes,  representing  a  gross  income  of 
23,049,1472.  The  relative  amount  of  income  assessed  from 
persons,  firms,  and  public  companies  is  one  which  will  arrest 
the  attention  of  thinkers. 


The  B.P.C.  Visit  to  Paris. 

The  impression  that  remains  in  Paris  of  the  visit  of 
B.P.C.  members  to  Paris  in  the  early  part  of  the  month  is 
distinctly  a  favourable  one.  It  was  a  happy  coincidence 
that  it  preceded  by  a  few  days  the  important  and  historic 
visit  of  the  French  fleet  to  England.  The  welcome  the 
party  of  British  chemists  met  with  in  Paris  was  not  less 
cordial  than  the  rousing  reception  accorded  in  England  to 
Admiral  Caillard's  fleet.  The  entente  cordialc  is  by  no 
means  a  dead  letter,  when,  as  by  a  fairy  wand,  it  causes  the 
doors  of  famous  seats  of  learning  to  be  opened  to  visitors  at 
their  own  time  and  hour  in  a  city  like  Paris.  Special 
appreciation  should  be  accorded  to  Dr.  Roux  for  the  manner 
in  which  he  received  the  British  visitors  at  the  Pasteur 
Institute.  Dr.  Roux  combines  the  traditional  courtesy  of 
his  nation  with  those  scientific  qualities  which  have  secured 
him  world-wide  fame,  and  personally  conducted  the  party 
through  the  famous  laboratories  of  the  Institute.  Letters 
we  have  received  from  members  of  the  party  show  us  that 
the  visit  was  enjoyed,  and  we  are  sure  that  chemists  generally 
appreciate  the  kind  attention  that  was  meted  out  to  our 
nation  and  the  craft.  When  memory  fleets  back  to  less  quiet 
times  when  Paris  has  been  shaken,  as  it  were,  to  its  very 
foundations,  the  motto  of  the  city,  "  Fluctuat  nec  mergitur," 
seems  particularly  felicitous,  for,  phoenix-like,  Paris  seems 
to  rise  more  magnificent  and  stronger  as  time  goes  on. 
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Preparation  of  Honey  for  the.Market. 

Of  recent  years  considerably  increased  attention  has  been 
paid  to  apiculture  in  this  country,  owing  principally  to  the 
efforts  of  the  county  beekeepers'  associations,  whose  servants 
are  always  ready  to  render  assistance  to  apiarists  for  a 
nominal  sum.  There  is,  however,  much  to  be  learned  about 
the  profitable  preparation  of  honey  for  the  market,  so  that  the 
four-page  leaflet  dealing  with  this  subject  which  has  been 
issued  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture  will  be  of  interest  to  bee- 
keepers who  are  about  to  market  their  new  crop.  The 
leaflet  states  that  comb-honey  (in  section  cases)  should  be 
translucent,  showing  the  bright  clear  colour  of  the  contained 
honey,  evenly  and  delicately  worked  out  to  the  sides  and 
■bottom  of  the  section,  and  with  a  scrupulously  clean  surface. 
The  finest  liquid  extracted  honey  should  be  bright  and 
clear,  of  a  light  straw  colour,  and  delicate  in  flavour  and 
aroma.  Granulated  extracted  honey  should  be  of  fine  even 
grain,  creamy  white  in  colour,  and  of  good  flavour.  There 
are  many  grades  of  medium  and  dark-coloured  honeys  below 
this  first-class  standard,  but  the  latter  is  what  the  bee- 
keeper must  strive  to  attain  in  order  to  command  a  ready 
sale  for  his  produce.  Provincial  chemists  who  buy  supplies 
of  honey  from  local  apiarists  would  do  well  to  call  attention 
to  this  leaflet,  which  also  gives  full  details  of  the  prepara- 
tion of  comb-honey  in  sections,  packing,  glazing,  and  the 
method  of  obtaining  "  extracted  "  honey. 

Doctors  and  Proprietaries. 

The  action  of  the  American  Medical  Association  in  en- 
deavouring to  control  the  output  of  proprietary  medicines 
has  received  the  approval  of  the  "Lancet."  In  last  week's 
issue  of  our  medical  contemporary,  the  rules  drawn  up  by  the 
Council  of  Pharmacy  and  Chemistry  (as  they  appeared  in 
The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  July  22,  p.  174)  are  printed 
in  full.  The  "  Lancet"  suggests  that  measures  of  a  similar 
character  might  with  advantage  be  adopted  in  this  country, 
adding  that  it  should  not  be  difficult  to  find  funds  for  the 
purpose,  especially  if  a  working  arrangement  were  made 
with  the  American  Medical  Association  whereby  each 
country  should  investigate  its  own  products  to  avoid  cover- 
ing the  same  ground  twice.  Such  an  arrangement  would,  it 
seems  to  us,  entail  a  maximum  of  the  work  on  the  American 
Association.  Moreover,  have  we  not  already  in  London  an 
analogous  body  ?  In  the  centre  of  the  West-end  medical 
quarter  there  is  an  institute  of  hygiene  (with  a  permanent 
exhibition  as  a  side-line)  which  possesses  an  "Examining 
Board  "  specially  designed  to  investigate  the  merits  or  de- 
merits of  proprietary  food-products  and  medicinal  prepara- 
tions. "  The  exhibition,"  we  were  informed  at  the  opening, 
"is  under  the  auspices  of  a  council  consisting  of  eighteen 
medical  men  who  are  known  authorities  on  hygiene  and 
public  health."  The  nucleus  of  the  "  Council  of  Pharmacy 
and  Chemistry"  is  already  in  evidence,  but  the  "Lancet" 
does  not  push  the  idea  too  far.  Instead  it  branches  off  in  its 
commentary  to  the  dangers  of  "  self-drugging  "  and  the  evil 
of  unauthorised  repeats.  "  Pharmacists  should  be  requested 
to  consider  it  a  breach  of  etiquette  to  copy  a  prescription  for 
a  patient  or  to  make  it  up  for  any  other  person,"  says  the 
"  Lancet,"  and  "  it  should  be  a  rule  that  no  proprietary 
medicine  should  be  delivered  to  the  patient  in  the  original 
package,  in  order  to  prevent  the  purchase  of  further  supplies 
without  a  prescription."  Such  a  set  of  rules,  "  supplemented 
by  a  more  complete  code  of  pharmaceutical  etiquette,"  should 
find  a  place  in  the  system  of  medico-pharmaceutical  ethics. 
Thus  the  organ  of  the  medicos,  and  it  is  somewhat  amusing 
to  note  the  complacence  with  which  the  pharmacist  is  blamed 
for  a  state  of  things  for  which  the  medical  profession  is 
mainly  responsible. 


Mestmmster  Wisfcom. 

(From  our  Parliamentary  Representative.) 


Prorogation. 

Parliament  was  prorogued  by  Royal  Commission  on 
August  11,  and  among  the  Acts  which  received  the  Royal 
assent  were  the  Medical  Act  (1886)  Amendment  Act,  and  the 
Trade-marks  Act. 

Dogs  for  Vivisection. 

Mr.  Griffith,  in  the  House  of  Conunons  on  August  10,  asked 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department  whether  his 
attention  had  been  called  to  the  fact  that  dogs  were  bred 
specially  for  the  purpose  of  vivisection  at  the  Brockwell  Hall 
and  other  farm-laboratories;  and  if  he  would  cause  a  return 
to  be  made  of  the  places  at  which  clogs  were  being 
specially  bred  for  this  purpose,  the  laboratories  at  which 
experiments  were  performed  on  them,  and  the  nature  and 
purposes  of  such  experiments. 

Mr.  Akers-Douglas,  in  reply,  said  :  I  have  made  inquiry, 
and  I  understand  that  dogs  havebeen  bred  at  Brockwell  Hall 
and  that  some  of  the  dogs  so  bred  have  been  used  for  ex- 
periments in  the  laboratories.  I  do  not  think  it  is  of  material 
importance  whether  dogs  which  are  used  for  purposes  of 
experiment  are  bred  on  the  premises  or  imported  from  else- 
where, and  as  it  is  not  a  matter  over  which  I  have  any  con- 
trol I  fear  I  cannot  undertake  to  furnish  the  return  suggested. 
Cocoa-butter  Duty. 

At  the  same  sitting  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in- 
formed Sir  H.  Vincent  that  the  total  amount  of  public 
revenue  yielded  by  the  duty  on  cocoa  butter  since  its  imposi- 
tion— viz.,  from  August  7,  1896,  to  July  31,  1905 — was 
23.065/.  The  yield  of  the  duty  in  the  twelve  months  ended 
July  31,  1905,  was  1,783?. 

Sterilised  Drinks  for  the  Army. 

On  August  10  Sir  H.  Kimber  asked  whether,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  recommendation  of  the  Advisory  Medical 
Board  that  all  fluids  employed  as  drinks  at  manoeuvres,  on 
service  abroad,  and  on  active  service  should  be  sterilised  by 
heat,  suitable  apparatus  and  equipment  for  this  purpose  has 
been  issued  to  the  whole  of  the  British  troops  in  India  and 
South  Africa  for  service  in  the  field  and  at  manoeuvres ; 
whether  the  service  of  such  sterilised  fluids  has  been 
entrusted  to  specially  trained  men,  having  no  other  dut;es, 
in  each  unit,  as  recommended  by  the  Commission  on  Dysen- 
tery and  Enteric  Fever  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War,  August,  1900 ;  whether  such  specially  trained  men 
are  placed  under  the  direct  supervision  and  responsibility  of 
officers  of  each  unit ;  and  whether  the  regulations  revised  in 
the  direction  of  devolving  responsibility  upon  non-medical 
officers  in  the  supervision  of  sanitary  services  in  barracks 
and  camps  have  been  issued. 

Mr.  Arnold-Forster  replied  :  My  hon.  friend  is  mistaken 
in  supposing  that  the  Advisory  Board  made  such  a  sweeping 
recommendation  as  that  stated  in  the  question.  Trials  were 
recommended,  and  these  have  been  made  both  on  service 
and  at  manoeuvres ;  further  investigations  are  still  in  pro- 
gress. Heat  sterilisation  is  being  largely  carried  out  at 
various  places  abroad,  including  India  and  South  Africa. 
The  supervision  of  water-supplies  and  methods  of  water 
sterilisation,  where  required,  are  in  the  hands  of  the  local 
authorities,  and  sanitary  officers  have  been  appointed  at 
home  and  abroad,  among  whose  special  duties  are  the 
periodical  examination  of  the  drinking-water  supplies  and 
the  diffusion  of  knowledge  of  practical  sanitary  procedure 
among  officers  and  men. 

Australian  Postage. 

Mr.  Henniker  Heaton.  on  August  10,  asked  whether  the 
Australian  Commonwealth  have  placed  a  duty  of  3(7.  per 
pound  on  all  price-lists,  catalogues,  etc.,  entering  Australia 
through  the  Post  Office  from  the  United  Kingdom,  and 
whether,  seeing  that  trade  is  hampered  by  this  impost,  and 
in  view  of  the  representations  of  merchants  as  to  the  annoy- 
ance caused  by  the  regulation,  arrangements  can  be  made 
for  the  payment  of  the  duty  in  this  country. 

Mr.  Lyttelton  said  arrangements  had  already  been  made 
for  the  payment  of  the  duty  in  this  country  through  the 
Agents-General  for  the  Australian  States. 
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Qteoal  IReports. 


Anti-cutting  Agreements. 

In  the  King's  Bench  Division  on  August  10,  Mr.  Justice 
A.  T.  Lawrence  heard  the  case  of  Sales  Co.,  Ltd.,  v. 
Jones  &  Co.,  which  was  an  action  by  the  owners  of  Fels- 
naptha  soap  against  a  firm  of  wholesale  grocers  in  Liver- 
pool. Plaintiffs  claimed  twenty  guineas.  Mr.  Eldon 
Bankes,  K.C.,  who  appeared  for  the  plaintiffs,  said  his 
clients  tried  to  fix  the  price  at  which  the  soap  should  be 
sold,  not  only  by  the  wholesalers,  but  by  the  retailers,  in 
order  that  everybody  should  secure  a  fair  profit.  They 
entered  into  an  agreement  of  a  non-cutting  character  with 
everyone  who  bought  their  soap.  The  basis  was  that  they 
sold  the  soap  to  wholesalers  at  20s.  lOd.  per  case,  less  20  per 
cent.,  5  per  cent.,  and  2^  per  cent,  for  cash.  Twenty  per 
cent,  off  20s.  Wd.  brought  it  to  16s.  8d.  When  the  whole- 
saler sells  it  he  must  not  sell  it  for  less  than  16s.  8d.  He 
must  not  sell  it  again  at  less  than  2±d.  per  bar;  16s.  8d.  per 
case  was  2d.  per  bar,  so  that  the  retailer  obtains  the  ^d.  One 
of  these  agreements  was  entered  into  with  the  defendants. 
They  sold  some  soap  again,  however,  to  Morris,  Jones  & 
Co.,  another  wholesale  firm  in  Liverpool,  at  the  price  of 
16s.  8d.,  and  this  was  the  breach  of  the  agreement.  If  the 
plaintiffs  had  sold  the  soap  direct  to  the  second  firm  they 
would  have  made  a  profit,  but  as  they  obtained  the  soap 
through  the  defendants  the  plaintiffs  did  not  make  this 
profit.  Whatever  the  motive  for  this  method  of  dealing 
was,  the  plaintiffs  were  determined  to  stop  it,  if  possible. 
Mr.  Ashton,  for  the  defendants,  contended  that  the  soap  in 
question  was  merely  a  loan  from  one  firm  to  another,  and 
was  not  a  considerable  quantity.  It  was  merely  a  case  in 
which  one  firm  had  accommodated  another,  and  the  agree- 
ment did  not  prevent  them  doing  this. 

His  Lordship  took  this  view,  and  judgment  was  entered 
for  the  defendants. 


The  Use  of  the  Red  Cross. 

Reference  was  made  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist, 
July  22,  p.  119,  to  the  litigation  which  has  been  going  on  in 
the  Court  of  Chancery,  New  Jersey,  U.S.A.,  between  John- 
son &  Johnson  and  Seabury  &  Johnson  in  regard  to  the  use 
of  a  red  cross  on  packages  of  absorbent  cotton,  gauze,  and 
medicated  cotton.  The  full  judgment  is  now  to  hand,  and 
we  are  enabled  to  give  fuller  particulars  of  this  interesting 
case. 

Vice-Chancellor  Bergen,  in  his  summing-up,  said  the  case 
for  the  plaintiffs  (Johnson  &  Johnson)  did  not  rest  upon  a 
trade-mark  right,  but  upon  the  principle  that  unfair  com- 
petition in  business,  resulting  in  the  confusion  and  sale  of 
the  goods  of  one  as  those  of  another,  to  the  injury  of  the 
consumer  and  loss  to  the  party  whose  goods  have  been 
simulated,  would  be  enjoined.  The  plaintiffs  state  that  they 
had,  by  distinctive  packages,  the  use  of  unique  labels,  of 
which  a  red  Greek  cross  was  a  prominent  feature,  and  by 
advertisement,  acquired  in  the  market  the  names  "  Bed 
Cross  Cotton,"  "Red  Cross  Gauze,"  and  "Red  Cross 
Goods."  The  defendants  (Seabury  &  Johnson)  answer  this 
by  claiming  prior  use  of  the  red  cross  symbol,  and  that  the 
symbol  is  of  so  general  a  character  as  to  make  it  publici  juris 
so  that  neither  of  the  parties  have  such  special  right  to  it  as 
would  justify  the  interference  of  the  Court. 

Both  parties  are  corporations  under  the  law  of  New 
Jersey.  The  business  of  the  complainants  was  incorporated 
in  1887,  and  the  defendants  under  the  laws  of  New  York  in 
1893  and  under  the  laws  of  New  Jersey  in  1896.  Since  1874 
defendants'  predecessors  had  conducted  a  business  to  which 
the  company  succeeded.  Johnson  &  Johnson,  about  1887, 
offered  an  absorbent  cotton  superior  to  any  that  had  before 
been  produced,  interleaved  the  cotton  with  blue  tissue  paper, 
and  enclosed  it  in  a  blue  carton  with  labels  entirely  distinct 
from  others,  their  cotton  acquiring  the  name  "  Red  Cross 
Cotton.  Seabury  &  Johnson,  about  1890  (after  complain- 
ants had  established  a  market  for  their  goods  under  the 
title  "  Red  Cross  "),  put  up  an  inferior  grade  of  cotton-wool 
in  similar  packages,  and  subsequently  commenced  the  use  of 
a  seal  with  a  small  red  cross  in  the  centre.  This  seal  had 
been  used  by  defendants  in  1884  for  covering  cork  stoppers 
to  bottles  not  containing  absorbent  cotton.    The  cross  in 


the  centre  was  subsequently  enlarged  so  as  to  make  it  a 
conspicuous  feature  of  the  label.  The  confusion  or  unfair 
competition  which  the  law  condemns  only  arose  when  de- 
fendants simulated  the  complainants'  packages,  and  adopted 
the  use  of  the  red  cross. 

Another  point  which  the  Vice-Chancellor  referred  to  was 
that  the  complainants  did  not  come  into  the  Court  with 
clean  hands,  owing  to  the  fact  that  in  1895  they  inserted  in 
their  price-list  a  notice  that  the  use  of  the  red  cross  as  a 
symbol  had  been  vested  in  the  American  National  Red  Cross 
Society,  and  that  they  had  been  granted  the  exclusive  use 
of  the  red  cross.  The  Bill  under  which  this  right  was  to 
have  been  conferred  failed  to  become  law,  this  being  within 
complainants'  knowledge  at  the  time  the  announcement  was 
made.  The  advertisement,  however,  had  been  withdrawn 
three  years  before  the  suit  was  instituted,  and  this  justified 
the  Court  in  hearing  the  case. 

The  Vice-Chancellor  held  that  the  complainants  were  en- 
titled to  an  injunction  order  restraining  the  defendants  from 
using  the  red  cross  on  absorbent  cotton  or  gauze,  and  from 
imitating  Johnson  &  Johnson's  packages  of  absorbent  cotton 
or  gauze,  the  costs  of  the  suit  to  be  paid  by  Seabury  & 
Johnson. 

As  stated  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  July  22,  p.  119, 
the  defendants  have  appealed  from  this  decree. 


Sale  of  Pood  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Ground  Liquorice-root. 
At  Gateshead  on  August  10,  Messrs.  George  Coverdale, 
Ltd.,  wholesale  and  retail  chemists,  York,  were  summoned 
for  selling  four  ounces  of  ground  liquorice-root  which  was 
not  of  the  nature,  substance,  and  quality  demanded.  The 
analyst  certified  that  the  sample  contained  10  per  cent,  of 
cornflour.  On  behalf  of  the  defendants  it  was  stated  that 
they  bought  the  liquorice-root  from  a  firm  in  London  under 
a  guarantee,  taking  the  firm's  good  word  for  its  purity. 
It  was  bought  last  August,  but  the  firm  would  not  now 
hold  themselves  responsible  for  last  August's  purchases. 
The  defendants  were  fined  10s.  and  costs. 

County  Court  Cases. 

Hair-net  Dispute. 
In  the  City  of  London  Court  on  August  15,  before  his 
Honour  Judge  Lumley  Smith,  K.C.,  an  action  was  brought 
by  Charles  W.  Juzi,  trading  as  Hiat  &  Juzi,  2  Hanover 
Court,  Milton  Street,  to  recover  61.  9s.  Id.  from  Mr.  Isidore 
Zeifert,  trading  as  the  Fitzroy  Drug  Stores,  2  Charlotte 
Street,  Fitzroy  Square,  for  hair-nets  supplied.  The  defence 
was  that  the  goods  had  never  been  ordered.  The  plaintiff's 
traveller  said  he  took  the  order  from  the  defendant,  who 
made  a  careful  selection  of  what  he  wanted  and  what  he 
thought  would  be  suitable  in  his  business.  Dr.  T.  A. 
Guinness,  a  friend  of  the  defendant,  who  had  rooms  near 
by,  said  he  was  quite  sure  no  definite  order  was  ever  given. 
The  defendant  was  a  Russian  and  did  not  understand 
business.  The  Judge  :  Russians  understand  a  great  deal.  I 
think  he  ordered  them  and  he  has  got  to  pay.  Judgment  was 
given  for  the  plaintiff. 


Bankruptcies  anb  failures. 

Re  Alfred  Charles  Williams,  described  as  a  Homoeopathic 
Chemist,  65  High  Road,  Ilford.— Debtor  appeared  for  his 
public  examination  at  the  Chelmsford  Bankruptcy  Court  on 
August  9,  before  the  Registrar.  Questioned  by  the  Official 
Receiver  as  to  what  "The  Advanced  Homoeopathic  and 
Magnapathie  Alliance  "  is,  of  which  he  was  a  member,  and  the 
"  Incorporated  Society  of  Science,"  debtor  Baid  the  latter  is  a 
society  for  gentlemen  of  science,  letters,  and  art,  including 
homoeopathy.  He  employed  various  assistants,  who  sent  out 
circulars  and  did  clerical  work.  He  said  he  made  a  profit  of 
about  Wid.  out  of  every  1*.  he  took.  He  began  his  business,  at 
Ilford  on  February  23,  1903.  He  was  educated  in  the  "  college 
of  experience."  He  had  never  been  to  any  medical  school, 
and  he  never  professed  to  have  any  ordinary  recognised  medi- 
cal education.  He  never  presumed  to  be  a  doctor.  His  busi- 
ness was  almost  entirely  by  correspondence,  and  by  persons 
visiting  him.  He  compounded  the  medicines  mentioned  in  the 
circulars.  People  came  to  him  after  they  were  tired  of  doctors, 
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and  chemists  had  failed.  He  had  served  behind  a  counter  as  a 
chemist,  and  had  practical  experience  of  chemistry  and  drugs. 
He  was  an  assistant  to  Dr.  Stammers  Morrison,  of  Clapham 
Road,  but  was  not  a  qualified  chemist.  He  could  read  pre- 
scriptions and  make  them  up,  but  he  should  never  attempt 
to  make  up  such  as  contained  poisons.  He  had  not  passed 
any  examination  in  homoeopathy.  The  examination  was 
adjourned. 

Re  T.  A.  Wingfield  &  Co.,  Lower  Broughton,  Chemists. — 
At  the  Salford  County  Court,  before  Judge  Parry,  on 
August  11,  Mr.  Newman,  who  appeared  for  the  trustee  (Mr. 
Price)  applied  that  the  creditors  of  Mr.  White,  a  former 
partner  in  Wingfield  &  Co.,  chemists,  Lower  Broughton, 
should  share  in  the  soparate  estate  of  Mr.  Wingfield.  He  said 
that  some  time  in  1904  there  was  a  dissolution  of  partnership, 
and  it  was  agreed  that  the  assets  and  liabilities  should  to 
taken  by  Wingfield,  who  was  to  indemnify  White.  The  latter 
had  received  a  portion  of  the  money,  but  the  balance  was  still 
owing.  When  Wingfield  was  made  bankrupt  the  Official 
Receiver  rejected  the  proofs  of  the  creditors  of  the  old  joint 
estate.  The  result  of  that  would  be  that  if  the  joint  creditors 
were  not  allowed  to  prove,  the  separate  creditors  would  get 
20s.  in  the  pound,  but  if  they  were  allowed  there  might  be  a 
substantial  dividend  for  all.  He  submitted  that  the  Official 
Receiver  acted  in  an  improper  manner,  because  he  had  ro 
evidence  against  White.  They  knew  White  was  absolutely 
insolvent.  Without  making  him  a  bankrupt,  they  had  gone 
as  far  as  they  could  in  that  direction.  They  issued  an  execu- 
tion, but  there  were  no  effects.  They  also  issued  a  bank- 
ruptcy notice.  The  Deputy  Official  Receiver,  in  reply  to  the 
Judge,  said  he  considered  the  trustee's  application  a 
proper  one,  and  Judge  Parry  granted  the  application,  and 
allowed  the  trustee's  costs  out  of  the  estate. 

Re  George  John  Kiekdp,  13  Warrington  Road,  and  9  West- 
moreland Road,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  Chemist  and  Druggist. — 
The  resumed  examination  of  this  debtor  took  place  at  the 
Newcastle  Bankruptcy  Court  on  August  10.  In  the  course  of 
his  statement  regarding  his  affairs  (particulars  of  which  have 
been  given  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  August  5,  p.  263), 
reference  was  made  to  negotiations  for  the  purchase  of  the 
business  by  Taylor's  Drug  Stores,  Ltd.,  of  Leeds.  The  pur- 
chase was  not  completed,  and  the  intending  purchasers  were 
now  unsecured  creditors  for  591/.  for  money  advanced,  goods, 
etc.  Mr.  Harrison,  on  behalf  of  Messrs.  Taylor,  questioned 
the  debtor  as  to  the  balance-sheet  which  he  submitted  during 
the  negotiations.  The  first  account  showed  liabilities  of  786/. 
It  transpired,  however,  that  the  account  did  not  include  the 
sum  of  300/.  lent  by  a  sister,  and  166/.  lent  by  friends.  Debtor 
said  he  did  not  consider  these  sums  as  trade  debts,  which  was 
all  he  was  asked  to  disclose.  Mr.  Harrison  remarked  that  the. 
second  account  showed  liabilities  amounting  to  1,426/.,  so  that 
debtor  had  not  revealed  to  the  intending  purchasers  of  tho 
business,  who  were  going  to  employ  debtor  as  manager,  debts 
to  the  extent  of  700/.  Debtor  said  he  did  not  think  he  had 
deceived  them  at  all.  He  disclosed  all  his  trade  debts,  and  did 
not  think  it  was  necessary  to  disclose  his  private  debts,  as  he 
had  other  means  of  repaying  them  apart  from  the  business. 
In  reply  to  the  Official  Receiver,  debtor  said  that  if  Taylors 
had  taken  the  business  over  a  year  ago  he  would  not  have 
been  in  that  position.  He,  however,  admitted  that  the  fact 
that  he  had  not  disclosed  his  true  position  to  Messrs.  Taylor 
had  prevented  him  from  compelling  them  to  complete  tho 
purchaso  of  the  business.  At  this  stage  the  examination  was 
adjourned. 

Re  John  Melbourne  Rees,  8  High  Street,  Redhill,  Surrey, 
late  2  Southgate  Street,  Bath,  and  6  The  Street.  Radstock, 
Somerset,  and  76  Norfolk  Avenue,  Southend,  Chemist  and 
Druggist. — The  debtor  attended  for  his  adjourned  public  ex- 
amination on  August  16,  at  the  Croydon  Bankruptcy  Court, 
before  Mr.  Registrar  Fox.  The  previous  hearing  was  reported 
in  the  C  &  D.,  July  8,  p.  61.  In  reply  to  Mr.  Tindal  Davis, 
counsel  for  the  trustee,  debtor  said  that  at  the  time  he  had  the 
shop  at  Bath  he  had  in  his  employ  a  gentleman  named  Fuge. 
He  came  into  his  employ  in  January  1905,  and  was  paid  a 
salary  whilst  so  engaged.  There  were  no  negotiations  as  to 
his  becoming  a  partner  in  the  business,  but  Mr.  Fuge  paid 
400/.  for  the  purchase  of  the  business,  subject  to  certain  terms. 
He  denied  that  he  and  Mr.  Fuge  were  looking  out  for  fresh 
businesses  in  April  1905.  The  Registrar,  interposing,  asked 
the  debtor  whether  he  had  been  required  to  give  information 
to  the  trustee  on  these  points,  and  had  done  so,  and  he  replied 
in  the  affirmative.  The  Registrar  then  said  he  was  not  bound 
to  go  into  these  matters  in  a  public  court.  There  had  been  a 
very  full  examination  on  the  last  occasion,  and  it  was  not 
necessary  to  go  over  the  whole  ground  again,  and  he  should 
not  hear  an  examination  unless  it  was  necessary.  Consider- 
able discussion  took  place  between  counsel  and  the  Registrar 
as  to  what  were  the  rights  of  the  trustee  under  the  Bank- 
ruptcy Acts,  and  eventually  the  Registrar  held  that  informa- 
tion that  could  be  obtained  by  the  trustee  from  the  debtor,  in 
his  office,  or  by  correspondence,  was  not  matter  for  inquiry  in 


a  public  court.  Debtor,  in  reply  to  further  questions,  said  ho 
had  only  two  policies  on  his  life,  and  these  were  handed  over 
to  tho  Official  Receiver.  He  had  filed  a  cash  and  trading 
account,  and  had  taken  the  figures  from  tho  books  in  the 
hands  of  tho  trustee,  and  the  payments  shown  were  payments 
which  he  had  actually  made.  He  had  put  down  an  item  of  55/. 
for  potty  cash,  and  was  asked  to  explain  how  this  was  ex- 
pended, when  tho  Registrar  again  interposed  with  the  obser- 
vation that  those  were  matters  that  could  bo  gone  into  in  tho 
trustee's  office,  and  wore  not  questions  for  the  Court.  Counsel 
then  proceeded  to  examine  the  debtor  with  the  object  of  show- 
ing that  ho  had  made  certain  fraudulent  preferences  to  credi- 
tors when  he  handed  over  Bills  of  Exchange  to  creditors  now 
returned  as  partly  secured,  and  he  admitted  that,  although  ho 
had  previously  been  sued,  ho  had  no  knowledge  of  insolvency 
at  the  time.  In  reply  to  the  Registrar,  debtor  said  that  he 
told  tho  trustee  at  tho  first  meeting  of  creditors  that  he  had 
had  an  offer  of  an  appointment  abroad,  but  the  trustee  told 
him  ho  could  not  go,  but  if  he  did  he  would  bo  brought  back 
from  wherever  ho  went.  He  had,  however,  taken  the  appoint- 
ment, and  had  paid  a  deposit  on  his  passage  money.  He  told 
the  Official  Receiver  the  samo  thing.  That  was  tho  whole 
communication  he  made  to  the  trustee  prior  to  his  arrest 
under  the  warrant  granted  by  the  Court.  In  a  long  discussion 
that  followed  between  counsel,  the  trustee,  and  tho  person 
who  made  the  affidavit  upon  which  the  warrant  of  arrest  was 
granted,  the  Registrar  said  that  he  doubted  if  the  whole  of 
tho  facts  had  been  before  him  whether  he  would  have  made 
the  order  for  the  arrest  of  the  debtor,  for  tho  reason,  as  it  now 
appeared,  the  debtor  was  only  contemplating  leaving  the 
country  for  a  bond-fide  appointment,  and  not  for  the  purpose 
of  avoiding  his  examination.  When  he  granted  tho  warrant 
he  was  led  to  believe  tho  latter  was  the  case,  and  but  for  that 
he  would  not  have  interfered  with  the  liberty  of  the  subject, 
which  was  a  serious  matter.  The  debtor  had  apparently  stated 
plainly  to  all  whom  it  concerned  what  he  intended  to  do,  and 
should  not  have  been  placed  in  the  position  he  was.  Tho 
debtor  said  he  had  not  the  option  of  the  appointment  now. 
The  Registrar  said  ho  should  assist  the  debtor  by  closing  tho 
examination  now.  Tho  Official  Receiver  having  no  questions 
to  ask,  tho  debtor  signed  his  notes,  and  was  allowed  to  pass. 


IRew  Companies  &  Company  IRews. 


Diamond  Fire  Extinguisher  Appliances,  Ltd. — Registered 
in  Edinburgh.  Capital  5,000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects :  To 
take  over  from  J.  Whaley,  manufacturers'  agent,  of  Toronto, 
Canada,  a  process  for  compounding  a  fire-extinguishing 
powder  with  suitable  holder,  with  the  right  to  use  and  develop 
the  same,  and  to  acquire  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  else- 
where patents  for  the  said  process.  The  subscribers  are  to 
appoint  the  first  directors.  Qualification,  20  shares.  Re- 
muneration as  fixed  by  the  company.  Registered  office,  145  St. 
Vincent  Street,  Glasgow. 

McCulloch,  Ltd. — Capital  1,000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects: 
To  acquire  the  business  of  a  herbalist,  manufacturer  of  herbal 
boer,  medicines,  and  other  compounds,  and  general  dealer, 
carried  on  by  R.  L.  McCulloch  at  32  Newtown  Row,  Bir- 
mingham, and  to  carry  on  the  same  and  the  business  of  manu- 
facturers and  vendors  of  patent  medicines,  powders,  medical 
sweets,  drugs,  etc.  The  first  subscribers  are :  H.  Parker, 
28  High  Street,  Birmingham,  estate  agent ;  W.  I.  Horton, 
Carlton  House,  Birmingham,  accountant ;  R.  L.  McCulloch, 
Newtown  Row,  Birmingham,  herbalist ;  J.  McCulloch,  New- 
town Row,  Birmingham,  assistant  brewer;  R.  L.  McCulloch, 
jun.,  Newtown  Row,  Birmingham,  herb  beer  brewer;  H. 
Pullin,  24  Varna  Road,  Birmingham,  surveyor;  and  W.  H. 
Ireland,  23  Westminster  Road,  Handsworth,  manufacturer. 
No  initial  public  issue.  The  first  directors  are  R.  L. 
McCulloch  and  H.  Parker.  Registered  office,  Carlton  House, 
High  Street,  Birmingham. 

National  Peat  Industries,  Ltd. — Capital  70,000/.,  in  1/. 
shares.  Objects  :  To  deal  in  a  practical  and  scientific  way  with 
peat  and  its  various  products  and  uses,  and  with  a  view  thereto, 
to  acquire  (1)  the  business  carried  on  by  the  Umeras  Moss 
Litter  and  Peat  Co.,  in  co.  Kildare,  Dublin,  and  elsewhere  ; 
(2)  the  business  of  Scottish  Peat  Industries,  Ltd.,  with  their 
lease  of  a  large  portion  of  the  Lochar  Moss  in  Dumfriesshire  ; 
and  (3)  a  controlling  interest  in  Petol,  Ltd.,  by  subscribing 
for  13,000  shares  in  that  company,  with  various  patents  and 
properties  appertaining  to  such  businesses,  to  manufacture, 
utilise,  experiment  with,  and  turn  to  account  peat  for  the 
purposes  of  fuel,  moss-litter,  millboard,  paper  and  other 
useful  or  marketable  commodities,  and  to  carry  on  tho  busi- 
ness of  chemists,  druggists,  etc.  Minimum  cash  subscription, 
21,000/.  37,500  shares  are  now  offered  through  the  medium  of 
a  "  private  "  prospectus.  The  first  directors  are  the  Right 
Hon.  Lord  Armstrong,  Major-General  G.  De  la  Poer  Beres- 
ford,  A.  C.  Kennedy,  the  Hon.  Charles  F.  Hepburne  Scott, 
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and  Sir  William  H.  Stephenson.  Qualification,  500/.  ^  Secre- 
tary and  registered  office,  J.  Cockburn,  A.C.A.,  67  Westgate 
Road,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

David  Thom,  Domeier  &  Co.— The  capital  has  been  re- 
duced from  160,000?.  to  85,000/.  The  directors,  who  formally 
resigned,  were  unanimously  re-elected  at  a  meeting  on 
August  10. 

Geeman  Chemical-trade  Developments. — A  scheme  was 
recently  promoted  with  a  view  to  the  complete  amalgamation 
•of  the  Gesellschaft  fur  Chemische  Produkte  vorm.  H.  Scheide- 
mandel  of  Berlin  and  the  Gesellschaft  fur  Chemische  Industrie 
of  Vienna.  Although  certain  of  the  shareholders  in  the  former 
company  are  largely  interested  in  the  latter,  the  Austrian 
•Government  intervened  in  the  matter,  and  thus  frustrated  the 
•entire  absorption  by  the  German  company.  As,  however,  it  is 
still  considered  desirable  by  the  directors  of  both  concerns  that 
<m  economic  grounds  an  understanding  should  be  arrived  at, 
at  has  been  provisionally  arranged  to  increase  the  share  capital 
iof  the  German  company  from  150,000/.  to  300,000/.  by  the  issue 
of  new  shares,  which  are  to  be  exchanged  for  shares  in  the 
Vienna  company  in  the  ratio  of  four  of  the  former  for  one  of 
the  latter.  In  this  way  it  is  expected  that  the  Berlin  company 
will  obtain,  if  not  possession  of  all  the  shares,  at  least  a 
majority  of  two-thirds  in  the  Austrian  company.  A  second 
scheme  relates  to  the  proposed  absorption  by  the  Chemische 
Fabi-ik  Gesellschaft  vorm.  Moritz  Milch  &  Co.,  of  Rosen,  of 
the  undertaking  of  the  Chemische  Fabrik  Petschow,  David- 
sohn  &  Co.,  of  Dantsic.  The  former,  which  was  established  in 
1889,  now  has  a  share  capital  of  £190,000,  and  has  paid  divi- 
dends of  11  per  cent,  each  in  two  years  and  12  per  cent,  each 
in  three  years.  The  Dantsic  company,  which  has  a  share 
capital  of  45,000/.  and  a  loan  debt  of  24,000/.,  has  distributed 
6  per  cent,  in  four  successive  years  and  7  per  cent,  in  the  past 
year.  ,  , 


WATER-STERILISERS. 

Among  a  number  of  systems  of  water-sterilisation  ex- 
hibited at  Millbank  Barracks  recently  were  six  systems 
■depending  upon  chemical  methods.  The  following  notes 
about  them  are  from  the  ' '  Times  "  : 

In  the  first  process,  that  of  Schumburg,  a  bromine  solution 
((bromine,  bromide  of  potassium,  and  water),  contained  in 
.glass  capsules  holding  2  c.c.  each,  is  employed.  Each  capsule 
is  broken  into  one  litre  of  water,  which,  after  a  period  vary- 
ing from  seven  to  thirty  minutes,  is  treated  with  a  mixture  of 
sodium  sulphite  and  sodium  carbonate,  which  neutralises  the 
•bromine  and  removes  its  odour  in  about  two  minutes.  Ex- 
periment shows,  however,  that  the  water  is  liable  to  have  a 
stale  taste,  and  the  necessity  of  carrying  about  a  number  of 
fragile  capsules  containing  liquid  is  an  obvious  objection  to 
the  use  of  this  method  on  the  field. 

The  second  process,  that  of  Vaillard  and  Georges,  depends 
on  the  action  of  iodine.  Three  tablets  are  employed,  the  first 
•containing  iodate  of  sodium  and  iodide  of  potassium  with  a 
blue  colouring  matter,  the  second  tartaric  acid  with  a  red 
•colouring  matter,  and  the  third  hyposulphite  of  soda.  Steri- 
lisation requires  ten  minutes,  and  after  the  process  is  com- 
plete the  water  has  no  smell,  and  presents  little,  if  any, 
perceptible  difference  from  untreated  water. 

In  the  third  process  (Nesfield's),  the  water  is  first  treated 
with  bleaching-powder  and  bicarbonate  of  soda,  and  after 
sterilisation  is  complete — about  ten  minutes — sodium  sulphite 
is  added  to  render  it  free  of  chlorine  and  tasteless ;  this,  how- 
ever, it  seems  to  be  difficult  to  do  perfectly. 

The  fourth  process  consists  simply  in  the  addition  of  about 
15  grains  of  bisulphate  of  soda  to  each  pint  of  water ;  it  was 
<6ried  in  South  Africa,  but  the  men  objected  to  the  taste  im- 
parted to  the  water  (though  this  can  be  got  rid  of  by  the 
addition  of  bicarbonate  of  soda),  and  a  further  objection  is 
that  the  treated  water  is  found  to  take  up  iron  from  the  water- 
feottles  (1.4  grain  per  gal.  in  six  hours  and  3.5  grains  in  twelve 
Iiours). 

The  fifth  process  is  the  old  one  of  adding  permanganate  of 
potash ;  the  pink  colour  imparted  to  the  water  is  not  liked  by 
*he  men. 

The  sixth  process  consists  in  the  use  of  copper  sulphate  or 
•chloride.  The  experiments  of  Dr.  George  Moore,  of  the 
scientific  staff  of  the  United  States  Government,  seem  to 
show  that  a  sulphate-of-copper  solution  of  the  strength  of  1  in 
100,000  is  able  to  kill  both  typhoid  and  cholera  germs  in  four 
•or  five  hours  at  laboratory  temperatures,  but  from  experi- 
ments made  in  this  country  by  Rideal  and  Barnes  it  appears 
■that  this  strength  is  ineffective,  though  a  l-in-10,000  solution 
kills  typhoid,  though  not  cholera  bacilli,  and  1  in  1,000  kills 
both.  In  this  connection  mention  may  be  made  of  an  in- 
teresting observation  which  tends  to  show  that  water  kept  for 
twenty-four  hours  in  clean  copper  vessels  is  freed  from  bacillus 
•cob  and  bacillus  typhosus;  this  suggests  that  the  employ- 
ment of  copper  water-carts  might  be  advantageous. 


a  MesOenfc  pharmacy. 


WITHIN  a  stone's  throw  of  the  historic  pharmacies  of 
Savory  &  Moore  and  Dinneford  &  Co.,  the  handsome 
shop  recently  opened  in  Bond  Street  by  Morny  Freres  is 
situated.  Architecturally  it  is  much  more  striking  than 
either  of  the  establishments  mentioned,  for  it  is  at  the  corner 
of  New  Bond  Street  and  Brook  Street,  the  heart  of  the 
fashionable  shopping  quarter.  Moreover,  the  style  of  deco- 
ration and  fitting  is  much  more  attractive.  It  magnetises 
not  only  by  its  originality  of  style,  but  by  the  solid  dignified 
character  of  the  fittings.  The  main  idea  in  the  design  for 
fitting,  which  has  been  done  entirelv — and  well  done,  too — 
by  Messrs.  S.  Maw,  Son  &  Sons,  of  Aldersgate  Street,  E.G., 
is  carried  through  consistently  to  the  minutest  detail. 
Fumed-oak,  carved  and  dull  polished,  with  oxidised  silver 
appointments,  sums  up  probably  the  materials  employed,  but 
it  is  the  good  taste  displayed  in  the  execution  of  the  design 
that  makes  so  harmonious  a  whole. 

"  It  is  the  Anglicisation  of  the  French  style."  said  Mr. 
Sydney  F.  Goss  (who  practically  is  Morny  Freres)  to  our 
representative.  "  In  its  entirety  the  French  style  would  be 
too  frivolous — not  dignified  enough — for  solid  high-class 
English  pharmacy." 

It  was  somewhat  amusing  to  listen  to  Mr.  Goss,  the  erst- 
while pioneer  of  high-class  drug-storedom,  expounding  the 
theory  that  the  personality  of  the  chemist  is  really  the  secret 
of  pharmaceutical  success,  and  that  the  cutting  of  prices  is 
foolishness.  There  are  certainly  no  cut  prices  with  Morny 
Freres.  Quarter-pound  packages  of  Epsom  salt  sell  at 
probably  9d.,  or  possibly  Is.  But  the  salt  is  packed  in  a 
neat  carton,  which  is  again  wrapped  in  fine  paper,  and  neatly 
labelled  and  sealed  at  both  ends  with  a  square  Morny  Freres 
trade-mark  label.  Everything  is  packed  and  wrapped — and 
charged  for — in  the  same  manner,  and  Bond  Street  seems  to 
like  it.  The  bottles  are  all  new  shapes,  and  the  labels  are 
particularly  noticeable.  Plain  and  severe  but  distingue, 
they  are  all  printed  in  brown  lettering ;  poison-slips  the 
same.  The  cartons,  pill-boxes  (which,  by  the  way,  are 
square),  powder-boxes,  wrapping-paper,  sealing-wax,  etc., 
all  are  brown.  This  distinguishing  colour  applies,  of  course, 
not  only  to  labels  for  toilet-articles  and  proprietaries,  but  to 
dispensing-labels  as  well,  to  paper,  bottle-caps,  and  twine. 


Several  photographs  of  the  exterior  and  interior  of  the 
premises  have  been  taken,  but  none  of  them  gives  an  ade- 
quate idea  of  the  size  of  the  establishment  or  the  elegance  of 
the  fittings.  The  interior  which  we  reproduce  is  the  best  of 
the  series. 

"  This  place,"  said  the  original  and  always  courteous  Goss, 
"  is  merely  an  illustration  of  what  Morny  Freres  are  to  do  in 
the  future.  It  is  the  beginning  of  a  big  export  business. 
Next  year  we  will  open  a  similar  establishment,  probably 
two,  in  Regent  Street.  Then  a  factory  will  follow,  which 
will  manufacture  and  supply  the  perfumery,  toilet-prepara- 
tions, and  pharmaceuticals  of  Morny  Freres,  which  by  that 
time,  I  am  confident,  will  be  known  the  world  over." 

Thus  Mr.  Goss  discussed  his  schemes  for  the  future. 
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Hfcmlteratton  of  ©Uve  ©U. 


AS  the  result  of  a  controversy  between  two  local  papers, 
"  Le  Petit  Var  "  of  Toulon  and  "  L'Eclaireur  "  of  Nice, 
some  very  interesting  facts  have  come  to  light  respecting 
the  adulteration  of  olive  oil  in  the  very  districts  reputed  to 
be  the  home  of  this  industry.  The  region  of  Nice  is  cele- 
brated for  the  quality  of  its  oil,  and  although  there  is 
exported  annually  from  this  centre  something  like  six 
million  litres,  it  is  a  fact  that  in  the  town  of  Nice  itself 
it  is  comparatively  difficult  to  get  an  oil  which  is  unsophisti- 
cated, and  this  adulteration,  which  has  been  going  on  for 
years,  culminated  last  April,  when  the  Syndicate  of  Grocers 
brought  an  action  in  the  Tribunal  Correctionnelle  de  la  Seine 
against  certain  firms  for  fraud.  The  following  report  from 
the  "  Eclaireur  de  Nice"  is  of  interest  to  wholesalers  and 
retailers  in  the  United  Kingdom.  It  may  be  well  to 
mention  that  the  principal  centre  of  adulteration  is  a  small 
town  called  Salon,  situated  between  Marseilles  and  Avignon, 
at  about  fifty  kilometres  from  the  first-named  town,  and 
from  here  the  various  adulterated  oils  are  forwarded  to  all 
parts  of  France,  and  also  abroad. 

Following  is  the  report  from  the  ' '  Eclaireur  "  : 

It  is  well  known  what  a  struggle  our  olive-oil  merchants 
have  to  meet  the  competition  of  the  disloyal  competitors 
whoso  headquarters  arc  at  Salon.  The  merchants  at  Salon 
try  to  create  a  confusion  which  is  prejudicial  to  our  citizens 
by  opening  branches,  both  wholesale  and  retail,  in  Nice  itself, 
and  by  sending  out,  under  the  heading  of  "  Olive  oil  of  Nice," 
oils  of  inferior  quality,  which  are  passed  off  as  oil  made  in 
this  part  of  the  country.  Recently  the  Courts  of  Justice  con- 
demned a  number  of  oil  dealers  in  Salon  who  were  prose- 
cuted by  the  Syndicate  of  French  Grocers  for  supplying  olive 
oil  adulterated  with  seed  oils,  nut  oils,  etc.  Mons.  Cruppi 
(deputy),  to  whom  the  Syndicate  of  Grocers  confided  their 
case,  whilst  pleading  for  them  was  extremely  severe  in  his 
criticism  on  the  conduct  of  the  Salon  oil  manufacturers. 
"The  fraud  in  olive  oil,"  said  he,  "has  its  centre,  I  may 
almost  say  its  capital,  in  a  charming  district  called  Salon." 
The  eminent  lawyer  then  described  the  kind  of  trade  in  which 
the  majority  of  the  oil  merchants  were  engaged  at  Salon,  and 
the  curious  sight  to  be  seen  at  the  railway  station.  On  the 
arrival  side  of  the  station  were  immense  waggons  loaded  up 
with  nut,  cotton,  and  sesame  oils,  whilst  on  the  other  side 
were  thousands  of  neat_  little  wickered  carboys  labelled, 
"This  oil  is  our  production  from  the  finest  olives."  Need- 
less to  say,  all  these  carboys  contained  adulterated  oil, 
and  were  intended  for  the  public  and  exportation  in  general. 

The  Tribunal  of  the  Seine,  in  giving  its  judgment  against 
the  authors  of  this  adulteration,  concluded  as  follows  : 

Any  deception  in  the  nature  of  the  article  sold, 
any  fraud  or  any  illicit  act  modifying  the  normal  condition 
of  competition  in  the  olive  oil  trade,  causes  a  twofold  pre- 
judice to  the  perpetrators,  firstly,  moral  prejudice,  caused  by 
the  want  of  confidence  which  such  proceedings  produce  in  the 
trade  itself,  and,  secondly,  material  prejudice  caused  by  the 
inferior  position  which  is  forced  upon  competitors  toward  the 
consumer  or  customer,  who  is  obtained  and  retained  by  illicit 
means.  Inasmuch  as  pure  olive  oil  is  worth  180f.  (7?.  4s.) 
per  100  kilos.  (2  cwt),  whilst  nut  oil  costs  90f.  per 
'100  kilos,  (i.e.  just  half  the  price),  it  is  easy  to  see  what  a 
profit  a  merchant  can  obtain  by  blending  the  two  oils  and 
sell  for  olive  oil  a  mixture  of  the  two.  If,  however,  the 
producers  of  oil  in  the  South  of  France  keep  their  clientele 
together  by  selling  their  own  unadulterated  crops  of  oil,  it  is 
equally  necessary,  in  the  interest  of  the  public  health,  to  put 
down  all  fraud  in  the  manufacture  of  oil,  because  these 
adulterated  oils,  coming  from  an  oil-producing  district,  are 
likely  to  escape  the  control  which  is  placed  upon  middlemen 
m  other  towns,  and  exercised  incessantly  by  the  examinations 
which  are  made  at  the  Municipal  laboratory  in  Paris. 

The  "  Petit  Var,"  a  paper  circulating  in  the  Salon  district, 
did  not  wish  to  be  accused  of  taking  the  part  of  the  oil 
merchants  in  Salon,  but  said  the  oil  merchants  at  Aix  and 
at  Nice  and  other  oil-producing  districts  do  exactly  as  the 
Salon  people  have  done,  adding  :  "  Very  rare  are  those  who 
sell  pure  oils — that  is,  olive  oil  containing  no  admixture." 
To  these  and  other  attacks  M.  Berri.  the  President  of  the 
Society  for  the  Protection  of  the  Oil  Trade  of  Nice,  made 
reply,  in  the  course  of  which  he  said  : 

Fortunately  for  the  trade  of  Nice  we  know  exactly  the 
amount  of  seed  oil  which  enters  the  town.  At  the  request  of 
the  olive-oil  merchants  of  our  town  the  different  municipali- 
ties anxious  to  protect  the  reputation  of  our  trade  in  oil  have 


placed  a  heavy  octroi  duty  on  seed  oils.  This  duty  is  12f.  50c. 
tho  100  kilos,  (about  5s.  a  cwt.)  and  is  the  heaviest  duty  thai 
can  be  levied  on  this  article  according  to  law.  'We  know  by 
the  octroi  returns  the  official  quantities  of  seed  oils  entering 
tho  town  of  Nice  annually.  Now  these  quantities  comprise 
not  only  edible  oils  but  also  oils  for  burning  (colza),  linseed, 
etc.,  and  supposing  the  town,  with  its  150,000  inhabitants,  docs- 
not  consume  a  single  litre  of  it,  and  would  scarcely  represent 
3  per  cent,  of  the  olive  oil  exported  from  Nice. 

The  "Eclaireur"  gives  an  extract  of  the  by-laws,  etc., 
imposed  upon  the  members  of  the  Olive  Oil  Syndicate  of 
Nice,  the  more  important  of  which  follow  : 

The  merchants  forming  part  of  the  Syndicate  faithful  to  the 
traditions  of  the  Nice  oil  trade  are  prohibited  rigorously,  and- 
on  their  honour,  from  dealing  in  any  other  oil  than  that  of  the 
olive,  and  consequently  from  mixing  the  oils.  Any  member 
of  the  Syndicate  convicted  of  having  mixed  seed  oil  with  olive- 
oil,  or  having  dealt  in  seed  oils,  will  be  expelled  from  the 
Syndicate  and  fined  10,000f.  (400/.);  this  sum  to  be  added 
to  the  funds  of  the  Syndicate.  No  member  of  tho  Syndicate 
must  trade  in  olive  oil  under  more  than  one  name  or  style 
of  firm,  nor  conduct  branches,  either  wholesale  ot  retail, 
under  any  assumed  name. 

In  spite  of  all  the  protests  there  is  at  Nice  a  great  deal  of 
blending  of  various  qualities  of  olive  oil.  Oils  arrive  in  the 
harbour  from  various  parts  of  the  world.  Large  quantities 
come  from  Algiers  and  Tunis,  from  Spain  and  Italy.  These 
are  cheaper  qualities,  and  have  distinct  characters  and' 
tastes,  but  are  used  to  mix  with  various  qualities  of  oil  pro- 
duced in  the  district  in  order  to  modify  their  flavour  or 
appearance,  and  to  diminish  the  cost.  It  frequently  happens 
that  an  old  oil  perfectly  sweet  and  good  is  improved  by  the 
addition  of  a  young  or  green  oil  to  pick  up  its  flavour  and1 
give  it  more  tone  and  body.  This  coupage  corresponds 
to  what  is  done  in  the  wine  trade,  and  is  quite  legal, 
although  the  product  resulting  from  such  an  operation 
can  scarcely  be  described  as  "pure  olive  oil  from  Nice," 
seeing  that  it  is  a  mixture  of  Nice  oil  with  cheaper  kinds. 
The  blending  of  seed  oils  with  olive  oil  is  done  before  the 
oils  have  fined  down.    Both  are  mixed  in  a  turbid  state, 
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and  after  remaining  in  the  earthenware  vats  to  clear  down, 
the  oil  so  adulterated  is  pumped  up  into  the  "  pile,"  as  it  is 
called,  and  the  product  is  then  filtered  through  cotton  wool 
in  the  usual  way,  the  result  being  an  oil  of  a  particularly- 
bright  and  attractive  colour  and  appearance,  but  by  no 
means  what  is  generally  known  as  "  huile  vierge  de  Nice." 


At  Bath,  just  opposite  the  gates  of  the  city's  largest 
cemetery,  there  is  an  advertisement-hoarding.  The  upper- 
most notice  proclaims  the  merits  of  a  particular  kind  of 
medicine,  the  next  the  address  of  an  undertaker. 
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The  Naked-eye  Anatomy  of  the  Human  Teeth.    By  Thos. 
E.  Constant.    8|x5^.    Pp.  194.    7s.  6d.  net.  John 
Wright  &  Co.,  Bristol. 
This  book  deals  with  the  anatomy  of  the  teeth,  tongue, 
soft  palate,  jaws,  and  muscles  of  the  lips  and  mouth,  and  is 
illustrated  by  fourteen  plates  and  seventy-two  diagrams. 
The  subject  is  handled  in  a  manner  which  makes  the  treatise 
an  invaluable  text-book  for  students  and  those  dentists 
whose  anatomical  knowledge  of  the  mouth  is  shaky. 

An  Introduction  to  Dermatology.  By  Norman  Walker, 
M.D.  8fx5^.  Pp.  280.  Forty -nine  full-page  plates 
and  fifty  illustrations  in  the  text.  3rd  edition.  9s.  6d. 
net.    John  Wright  &  Co.,  Bristol. 

A  capital  book  on  skin-diseases.  A  description  of  each 
eruption,  its  etiology,  diagnosis,  prognosis,  histo-pathology 
and  treatment  is  given,  interspersed  with  remarks  of  the 
author  which  indicate  expert  knowledge  of  the  subject  and 
an  acquaintance  with  the  whole  range  of  dermatological 
literature.  Many  of  the  plates  are  coloured,  and  thus  an 
opportunity  is  given  of  recognising  or  differentiating  such 
skin-diseases  as  are  rarely  met  with  or  present  difficulties 
in  diagnosis.  Ringworm,  eczema,  herpes,  chilblains,  urti- 
caria, acne,  psoriasis,  erysipelas,  and  moles  are  some  of  the 
skin-affections  dealt  with  in  this  book. 

The  Inventors'  Guide  to  Patent-law  and  the  New  Practice. 
By  James  Roberts,  M.A.,  L.L.B.,  Barrister-at-law. 
8fx5f.  Pp.  110.  2s.  6d.  net.  John  Murray,  Albe- 
marle Street,  W. 

Although  the  book  under  review  is  complete  in  itself,  it 
is  founded  on  the  author's  larger  work  on  "  The  Grant  and 
Validity  of  British  Patents  for  Inventions."  We  mention 
this  to  show  that  although  the  book  does  not  contain  much 
over  100  pages  it  has  in  a  condensed  form  the  chief  points 
in  patent-law  and  is  written  by  an  expert.  The  appendix 
contains  the  text  of  the  Patents  Act,  1902,  and  the  Patents 
Rules,  1905 ;  while  various  references  throughout  the  book 
show  also  that  the  effect  of  the  new  practice  has  been  taken 
into  account. 

The  "  Spatula  "  Soda-water  Guide  and  Booh  of  Formulas  for 
Soda-water  Dispensers.  By  E.  F.  White.  9^x6f. 
Pp.  124.  1$.  Spatula  Publishing  Company,  Boston, 
Mass. 

Contains  formulae  for  some  hundreds  of  different  drinks 
which  are  compounded  with  aerated  water  from  the  soda- 
fountain.  In  addition  there  are  numerous  articles  dealing 
with  the  construction  and  care  of  the  fountain  from  which 
novices  and  others  can  glean  many  hints.  The  choice  of 
formula?  is  very  great,  and  we  should  think  it  possible  to  suit 
■every  taste.  When  the  soda  dispenser  has  exhausted  his 
formulary,  he  will  probably  derive  consolation  by  re-naming 
old  favourites — names  are  one  of  the  features  of  American 
drinks. 

The  Optical  Dictionary :  An  Optical  and  Ophthalmological 
Glossary  of  English  Terms,  Symbols,  and  Abbrevia- 
tions, together  with  the  English  Equivalents  of  some 
French  and  German  Terms  Relating  to  Physical,  Phy- 
siological, and  Pathological  Optics,  Optical  and  other 
Instruments  of  Precision,  and  Terms  Descriptive  of 
Colour  and  Photo-chemistry ;  to  which  are  added  a 
Number  of  General  and  Mathematical  Expressions. 
Edited  by  Chas.  Hyatt- Woolf,  F.R.S.  8|x5i.  Pp. 
76.  4s.  net.  The  Gutenberg  Press,  Ltd.,  123-125  Fleet 
Street,  E.C. 

The  rather  lengthy  sub-title  of  this  book  amply  explains 
the  contents.  The  compiler  has  done  his  work  well  and 
brought  together  a  useful  collection  of  optical  terms,  which 
are  printed  in  a  clear  type  that  can  be  easily  read.  The  last 
three  pages  of  the  Dictionary  are  taken  up  with  a  list  of 
abbreviations  used  in  optics  and  a  pronouncing  guide  to  the 
Greek  alphabet.  The  definitions,  as  far  as  we  have  checked 
them,  are  concisely  and  correctly  expressed. 


The  Art  of  Compounding  :  A  Text-book  for  Students  and  a 
Reference-booh  for  Pharmacists  at  the  Prescription- 
counter.  By  Wilbur  L.  Scoville,  Ph.G.  3rd  ed 
9^x6^.  Pp.  337.  15s.  net.  Blakiston,  Philadelphia; 
J.  K.  King  &  Son,  12  Albert  Street,  Manchester,  agents 
for  Great  Britain. 
"It  has  individuality"  is  what  we  said  when  reviewing 
the  first  edition  of  this  book  some  ten  years  ago.  Since 
then  Mr.  Scoville  has  improved  the  work  with  each  subse- 
quent edition,  until  it  is  now  practically  a  dispenser's  ency- 
clop£edia.  In  this  edition  chapters  have  been  added  on 
tablets  and  on  sterilisation  and  disinfection ;  while  the  chap- 
ter on  emulsions  has  been  re- written,  capsules  more  fully 
dealt  with,  and  many  additions  made  to  the  chapter  on 
incompatibilities.  At  the  end  of  each  chapter  examples  of 
difficult  forms  of  the  particular  subject  are  given.  These 
number  altogether  over  five  hundred,  and  are  a  feature  of 
the  book,  the  special  method  of  dispensing  or  reaction  in- 
volved in  each  example  being  pointed  out.  The  new  chapter 
on  tablets  is  very  well  done,  the  manipulative  difficulties 
and  methods  of  overcoming  them  being  fully  dealt  with. 
In  common  with  the  practice  adopted  in  other  parts  of  the 
book,  only  a  very  few  words  are  devoted  to  tablet-making 
machinery.  Information  on  this  subject  has  to  be  sought  in 
works  on  pharmacy.  This  necessarily  makes  the  book  in- 
complete, but  the  omission  has  doubtless  been  rendered  for 
fear  of  increasing  the  size  of  an  already  bulky  volume. 
Mr.  Scoville's  book  fills  a  similar  part  as  a  text-book  of  dis- 
pensing in  the  United  States  to  what  the  "  Art  of  Dispens- 
ing "  does  in  this  country. 

The  Practical  Grocer.  Vol.  IV.  By  W.  H.  Simmonds. 
10^x6f.  Pp.  272  + Index.  7s.  6d.  Gresham  Publish- 
ing Co. 

This,  presumably  the  last  volume  of  an  excellent  series, 
is  the  most  interesting,  pharmaceutical^  considered.  For 
it  comprises  the  "  oils,  wines,  and  sidelines  "  of  the  grocery 
trade,  and  the  "sidelines"  trench,  as  all  the  world  knows, 
on  pharmacy.  The  book  is,  however,  as  we  have  noted  in 
previous  volumes,  carefully  and  accurately  compiled,  and 
there  is  nothing  contained  in  this  volume  with  its  concise 
chapter  on  "Drugs,  Medicines,  etc.,"  to  which  the  broad- 
minded  pharmacist  can  take  exception.  The  grocer  who 
essays  pharmaceutical  proprietaries  and  drugs  as  a  sideline 
is  plainly  warned  at  every  convenient  opportunity  where  he 
may  overstep  the  border-line  of  unqualified  trading.  Thus 
under  "  Oilshop  Sundries"  : 

With  reference  to  articles  containing  any  of  the  poisons 
scheduled  in  the  Pharmacy  Acts,  it  is  important  to  observe 
that  these  cannot  be  sold  retail  except  by  duly  qualified 
chemists,  and  must  be  labelled  "  Poison." 

Again  under  "  Drugs,  Medicines,  etc.,"  the  reader  is  told  : 
To  begin  with,  we  have  (1)  drugs  that  are  scheduled 
poisons ;  these  the  grocer  is  not  allowed  to  sell  at  all. 
(2)  Drugs  that  are  dutiable  as  patent  medicines ;  these  must 
bear  stamps,  and  a  licence  is  required  for  every  shop  at 
which  they  are  sold.  (3)  Drugs  that  are  saleable  without 
stamps  or  licence  by  registered  chemists,  under  certain 
conditions.  (4)  Drugs  and  articles  of  a  similar  nature  that 
are  saleable  without  stamps  or  licence  by  grocers  or  any- 
body else. 

In  this  chapter  the  provisions  of  the  Pharmacy  Acts  are  suc- 
cinctly set  forth.  The  illegality  of  the  sale  of  poisonous 
"patents"  is  emphasised,  and  there  is  a  lengthy  exposition 
of  the  Medicine  Stamp  Acts  embracing  recent  decisions,  with 
many  noticeable  points  culled  (with  due  acknowledgment) 
from  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary.  These  points 
are  all,  of  course,  familiar  to  the  alert  pharmacist  who  reads 
his  Chemist  and  Druggist  carefully ;  but  there  are  many 
other  chapters  in  this  volume  that  will  interest  him.  Par- 
ticularly may  be  mentioned  those  dealing  with  "  Oils," 
"  Waxes,"  and  "  Soaps."  Each  has  been  written  by  an  ex- 
pert, and  the  amount  of  information  on  the  various  subjects 
that  has  been  condensed  into  each  is  praiseworthy.  The 
full-page  illustrations  include  a  coloured  reproduction  of  the 
laboratory  at  the  Vinolia  Co.'s  works,  and  the  outside  of  the 
Commercial  Sale-rooms  in  Mincing  Lane.  The  portraits  are 
mainly  magnates  in  grocery,  but  there  are  likewise  Mr. 
Jeremiah  Colman,  of  the  celebrated  mustard  firm,  and  Mr. 
Thomas  W.  McMullan,  of  Thomas  McMullan  &  Co.,  whole- 
sale druggists,  Belfast. 
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a  Jfunous  Disease  of  JPouno 
fnuMvecs. 

By  Peter  Fenton. 


FUNGI  are  a  source  of  great  annoyance  to  the  gardener. 
There  is  one  that  attacks  fruit  trees,  called  Eutypella 
Prunastri.  It  plays  great  havoc  with  them.  Young  fruit- 
trees  up  to  the  age  of  eight  years  are  most  liable  to  the 
disease,  and  as  the  stem  is  the  part  usually  attacked,  the 
girdling  of  this  portion  of  the  plant  by  the  fungus  growing 
in  the  bark  and  cambium  means  the  death  of  the  entire 
tree.  Plum  and  apple  trees  suffer  most  severely  from  this 
parasite. 

The  fungus  is  also  often  very  abundant  on  wild  plum  and 
blackthorn,  and  it  is  the  spores  produced  on  such  wild  trees 
that  infect  cultivated  ones.  Peach  and  cherry  trees  are  less 
liable  to  attacks. 

The  first  indication  of  the  presence  of  the  disease  is  the 
premature  yellowing  and  fall  of  the  leaves,  followed  by  a 
drying-up,  browning,  and  shrivelling  of  the  bark  of  the 
stem.  During  the  spring  numerous  minute,  elongated 
cracks,  arranged  usually  in  clusters,  appear  in  the  dried-up 
bark.  These  represent  the  first  form  of  fruit  produced  by 
the  fungus,  and  are  followed  during  the  second  season  after 
infection  by  larger  and  more  irregularly  scattered  trans- 
verse cracks  in  the  now  dead  bark,  as  seen  in  figs.  1  and  2. 

The  spores  of  the  fungus  are  mature  at  the  beginning  of 
summer,  and  it  is  at  this  season  that  infection  of  young 
trees  takes  place.  The  spores  gain  access  either  through 
the  living  bark  itself  or  through  the  ends  of  pruned  twigs. 
All  freshly  exposed  surfaces  should  be  coated  with  gas-tar 
to  prevent  the  spores  from  entering.    Should  this  precau- 


tion be  neglected,  spores  frequently  alight  on  the  freshly 
formed  wounds  and  germinate,  spreading  upward  and 
downward  in  the  living  bark.  Soon  after  this  the  fungus 
bursts  through  the  bark  it  has  killed,  and  produces  spores 
as  seen  in  fig.  3. 

It  has  been  observed  that  this  disease  is  very  prevalent  if 
the  trees  are  growing  in  hard  clay  and  if  deeply  planted. 


Water  collects  around  the  roots  and  prevents  free  access  of 
air,  thus  rendering  the  trees  susceptible  to  the  attacks  of 
parasitic  fungi. 
In  order  to  prevent  the  spores  from  germinating  on  the 


surface  of  the  stem,  then  entering  through  the  bark,  the 
whole  tree  should  be  smeared  over  with  an  alkali  prepara- 
tion.   The  following  is  an  excellent  preparation  : 

Soft  soap,  strong  solution  of  washing-soda.  Reduce  tho 
soap  to  the  consistency  of  paint  with  tho  soda  solution. 
Then  add  16  oz.  of  quicklime  to  every  5  gals,  of  the  mixture. 

Apply  to  the  trees  with  a  brush. 

This  mixture  is  not  easily  removed  by  rain,  and  usually 
lasts  for  a  season  if  properly  applied.  The  country  chemist 
will  find  this  a  very  good  paying  line  if  pushed. 

If  the  disease  has  gone  too  far,  the  plants  should  be 
burned  at  once,  as,  if  allowed  to  lie  about,  the  spores  mature 
on  the  dead  wood,  and  are  scattered  by  the  wind,  probably 
to  infect  other  trees. 

All  mosses  and  lichens  attacking  fruit-trees  can  be  re- 
moved with  this  paint,  or  with  a  solution  of  caustic  soda. 


association  Ballaos. 


The  Purpose. 
The  men,  their  aims,  their  daily  irk; 

Their  troubles,  trials,  thoughts,  and  views 
On  things  politic,  foes  that  lurk 
In  friendly  guise,  but  treach'rous  work— 

These  be  the  burden  of  our  Muse. 


LXIX.  YARMOUTH. 

[A  musical  critic  unkindly  hints  that  the  following  lines 
suggest  the  old  Scottish  ballad  "  Caller  Herrin'."] 

Sing  ho  !  for  Harvey  Palmer, 
Our  captain  he  and  tempest-charmer  ; 
Ho  !  for  Captain  Palmer 
Who  dwells  by  mouth  o'  Yarc. 

When  pharmacy  like  wayward  motor, 
Plunging,  shrieking,  yells  for  naught ;  or 
When  the  local  pilule-coater 
Jibs  at  haunts  of  native  bloater, 

Tactful  Harvey  Palmer 
Prescribes  for  them  a  method  calmer; 

There's  no  resisting  Palmer 
Who  dwells  by  mouth  o'  Yare. 

Though  Councillors  may  squirm  and  squabble, 
Deep  in  legislation  dabble, 
Pleasing  an  unthinking  rabble, 
Richmond  winks  at  Poll  and  Drabble, 

Sends  for  Harvey  Palmer 
And,  glowing  as  his  speech  grows  warmer, 

"  None,"  say  they,  "  like  Palmer 
Who  dwells  by  mouth  o'  Yarc." 

Now  Hill  and  Male  arc  eke  as  hearty, 
Keenly  watching  Bloomsbury  Party, 
Smile  at  Robinson,  at  Carteighe. 
"  Bill,"  say  they,  "  is  weak  and  warty  ; 

Richmond,  Poll,  and  Palmer 
Would  soothe  the  seedsman  and  the  farmer  ; 

Dobbs  would  quail  at  Palmer 
Who  dwells  by  mouth  o'  Yare." 

When  Privy  Councils  we  defy  'em, 
M.P.s'  cloven  hooves  espy  'em, 
Yarmouth  men  put  such  things  by  'em  : 
Hickley  Broad  and  Potter  Heigham 

Give  more  joy  to  Palmer, 
And  Shearman.  Woodcock  eke  are  calmer 

Picnicking  with  Palmer 
Near  by  the  mouth  o'  Yare. 


Cause  and  Effect. — In  the  amusing  daily  causerie  in  the 
"Morning  Leader"  entitled  "Sub  Rosa,"  the  following 
occurred  recently : 

Though  wine  and  orthodoxy  seem  to  flourish  in  Jerez, 
the  city  is  viewed  with  pity  by  the  American  Commercial 
Agent  because  the  ingenious  products  of  his  great  country 
are  not  to  be  found  there.  In  dwelling  on  its  forlorn  con- 
dition in  this  respect,  the  writer  expresses  himself  a  little 
unfortunately,  saying:  "There  are  small  drug-stores,  but 
they  do  not  keep  the  many  valuable  patent  medicines  for 
sale  in  the  United  States.  There  are  no  hearses  in  this 
city."  An  unkind  reader  might  see  in  this  an  illustration 
of  cause  and  effect.  The  absence  of  the  patent  medicine 
does  away  with  the  necessity  of  a  hearse. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS.— Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
If  queries  are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate 
piece  of  paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can 
only  answer  on  subjects  of  general  interest. 


Unprofitable  Patents. 
Sia, — Allow  me  to  assure  "Alert"  that  I  do  not  lose 
many  customers.    When  "  Eno  " — as  he  instances — is  asked 
for,  a  polite  answer  is  made  that  we  do  not  stock  it,  but 
instead  a  Is.  saline  (Allen  &  Hanburys)  is  brought  before 
the  notice  of  the  customer,  beautifully  put  up  and  a  sound 
preparation  in  every  way.      And  now  allow  me  to  ask 
"  Alert"  a  question,  the  force  of  which  will  appeal  to  us  all. 
If  he,  as  he  writes,  stocks  every  available  patent,  profitable 
or  unprofitable,  does  he  not  find  on  stocktaking  days  an  ever- 
increasing  array  of  unsaleable  patents  ?  Does  he  not  find  that 
hundreds  of  pounds'  worth  of  these  goods  are  lying  on  his 
shelves,  many  of  them  upon  which  he  is  bound  to  lose 
money,  even  after  selling;  and  does  he  not  find  that  after 
balancing  up  he  is  considerably  out  of  pocket  through  stock- 
ing unprofitable  goods ;  and,  lastly,  can  he  look  upon  all  this 
with  equanimity,  and  try  to  make  himself  believe  that  he 
■does  this  thing  simply  to  prevent  a  few  of  his  customers 
from  going  to  the  stores  for  an  ll^d.  article  which  has  cost 
life?.  ?    There  are  people  who  will  go  to  the  stores,  no 
matter  what  counter-inducements  are  offered,  and  with  these 
I  do  not  cavil.    They  have  a  perfect  right  to  go  where  they 
choose.    Many  of  them  come  back  to  me  for  their  drugs  and 
medicines,  and  some  of  my  best  dispensing  customers  are 
stores  people.    My  calculations  have  been  carefully  made, 
and  I  find  that  as  long  as  my  dispensing  charges  are  based 
on  reasonable  lines,  and  as  long  as  my  drugs  and  sundries 
are  turned  out  fresh  and  clean,  and  also  at  reasonable  prices, 
I  have  no  cause  to  fear  the  permanent  loss  of  an  odd  cus- 
tomer, and  I  am  surrounded  with  co-operative  stores,  cutting- 
grocers,  and  the  limited  companies.    What  I  maintain  is, 
that  if  we  go  to  the  trouble  of  educating  ourselves  as 
chemists  we  should  take  not  only  the  fullest  advantage  of 
that  education  in  our  business,  but,  what  is  more,  we  cease 
to  be  honest  to  ourselves  when  we  allow  any  firm  to  use  our 
names,  our  windows,  and  our  walls  to  further  the  sales  of 
their  nostrums  which  we  retail  out  at  cut-throat  prices.  Is 
it  not  a  fact  that  Neave's  costs  7s.  6d.  and  sells  at  7%d. ,  Bates' 
<costs  7s.  6d.  and  sells  for  8cl.,  Benbow's  costs  19s.  and  sells 
for  Is.  iyt.,  Condy's  costs  10s.  4d.  and  sells  for  10-^c?.,  Cuti- 
«ura  soap  9s.  2d.  and  sells  for  %d.,  the  ointment  22s.  and 
sells  for  Is.  I0±d.,  Resolvent  24s.  lOd.  and  sells  at  2s.  Id., 
Davis's  pills  8s.  lOd.  and  sells  at  9c?.,  Lamplouah  22s.  and 
sells  at  Is.  W^d.,  Whelpton's  8s.  5d.  and  sells  at  9d.  1  Add 
these  to  last  week's  lot,  take  the  average  sales  of  patents  on 
a  turnover  of  200?.  per  week,  which  "  Alert  "  is  in  receipt  of 
(and  one  shop  alone),  and  then  let  him  ask  himself  the 
question,  How  much  am  I  losing  through  stocking  this  lot  ? 
The  labourer  is  worthy  of  his  hire,  and  as  long  as  I  pay 
i>ig  rents,  rates,  and  taxes,  and  place  qualified  men  behind 
my  counters,  so  long  shall  I  demand  a  fair  profit  on  what- 
ever patents  I  handle,  and  chemists  as  a  body  can  either  end 
or  mend  this  state  of  things  as  soon  as  they  like  if  they  will 
3but  wake  up.  Yours  sincerely, 

Awake.  (38/23.) 

Sia, — The  "cutting  with  a  vengeance"  mentioned  in  the 
€.  &  D.,  August  5,  has  certainly  been  beaten  in  Reading. 
An  enterprising  chemist  has  been  supplying  a  3r7.  tablet  of 
soap  on  such  purchases  as  Seigel's  at  ll^cZ.,  Williams'  Pink 
Pills  at  Is.  lid.,  Doan's  at  Is.  11c?.,  Eno's  at  Is.  %d.,  etc.  I 
have,  in  person  and  by  the  aid  of  assistants  and  friends,  ob- 
tained a  good  supply  of  soap,  and,  un fortunately  for  my 
patent-medicine  house,  done  them  out  of  a  few  scraps.  This 
insane  cutting  must  do  both  wholesalers  and  retailers  out  of  a 
legitimate  profit  and  it  is  a  pity  that  some  sort  of  combine 
cannot  be  formed  to  boycott  these  unprotected  proprietaries. 

Yours, 

P.A.T.A.  Member.  (38/54.) 


The  Minor. 

Sir, — I  am  sure  that  many  unfortunate  Minor  students 
will  read  with  pleasure  Mr.  John  Wishart's  letter  in  last 
week's  0.  <L-  D.,  p.  322,  about  the  pharmaceutical  student's 
education.  Pharmacy  students  will  agree  that  the  Minor 
examination  ought  tc  be  divided  or  conducted  in  stages. 
Such  a  course  would  giv:  every  student  a  chance  of  passing 
his  examination  without  the  trying  experience  of  having  to 
pass  so  many  subjects  at  one  examination — the  strain  of 
which  is  certainly  injurious  to  a  candidate's  health — 
especially  those  who  have  long  shop  hours.  Why  not  divide 
the  examination,  with  a  fee  of  51.  5s.  for  each  day  ?  A  student 
who  passed  the  first  day  ought  not  to  face  the  practical  por- 
tion of  the  examination  again  in  the  event  of  failure  in  his 
second  day's  work.  Many  students  have  been  compelled 
to  abandon  the  trade  owing  to  the  hardships  of  the  present 
system  of  examination.  In  my  own  case  I  commenced  study 
in  1896,  and  still  remain  unqualified  owing  to  the  severity  of 
the  examination.  This  statement  I  am  not  afraid  to  admit 
as  I  have  always  been  a  conscientious  worker. 

Faithfully  yours, 

Minor  Candidate.  (38/30.) 

The  Practice  of  Pharmacy  in  Glasgow. 
Sir, — Now  that  things  have  somewhat  cooled  down  after 
the  raid  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  on  the  doctors'  shops 
in  Glasgow,  or,  rather,  on  their  assistants,  it  may  be  well 
to  inquire  whether  the  Glasgow  faculty  of  physicians  and 
surgeons  have  not  equal  and  certainly  prior  rights  of  control 
over  the  practice  of  pharmacy  in  that  city  to  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Society. 

In  Dr.  Duncan's  "  Annals  of  the  Faculty  "  various  charters 
are  set  forth  which  successive  Scottish  kings  granted  to  the 
faculty,  from  the  somewhat  nebulous  document  given  to  the 
notorious  Dr.  Peter  Lowe  down  to  many  centuries  later. 

From  these  it  is  evident,  first,  that  the  word  "  Phar- 
macien,"  which  has  usually  been  assumed  to  be  quite  a 
modern  assumption  from  the  French,  was  used  in  the  charters 
of  the  faculty  at  least  two  hundred  years  ago ;  and  in  the 
second  place,  that  the  regulation  of  the  practice  of  pharmacy, 
equally  with  that  of  surgery,  in  Glasgow  and  its  vicinity  was 
the  monopoly  of  the  faculty,  who  had  the  power  to  license 
such  persons  as  they  thought  fit. 

So  far  as  I  can  make  out,  those  powers,  though  somewhat 
modified  by  the  Medical  Acts,  have  never  been  abrogated 
as  regards  pharmacy,  and  the  faculty  can  declare  any  per- 
sons whom  it  may  think  fit  qualified  to  practise  pharmacy 
in  Glasgow  quite  as  well  as  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

The  only  reason  why  it  has  not  hitherto  asserted  its  rights 
is  that  it  is  rather  averse  to  doctors  keeping  shops ;  still  there 
is  no  doubt  those  rights  exist.  Yours  truly, 

A  Fellow  of  the  Faculty  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons. 

Veterinary  Information. 

Sir, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent,  J.  Ward  (C .  &  D., 
August  5,  p.  270).  the  lump  beneath  the  skin  of  the  bullock's 
jaw  found  to  be  filled  with  hair  was  a  congenital  cyst  of  the 
dermoid  class,  very  frequently  seen  in  cattle,  which  arose 
from  the  accidental  inclusion  of  a  portion  of  the  epiblast, 
the  most  superficial  of  the  three  layers  of  the  germinal 
membrane  (blastoderm),  which  latter,  in  the  very  earliest 
stages  of  embryonic  development,  divides  into  three  distinct 
layers.  From  the  epiblast  is  developed  the  cuticular  cover- 
ing of  the  body,  with  the  hairs  and  glands  of  the  skin,  as 
well  as  other  important  structures.  Without  necessarily  dis- 
cussing in  detail  the  various  foldings  of  the  three  layers  of 
the  primary  germinal  membrane  (blastoderm),  I  will  mention 
that  the  situation  named  by  your  correspondent  as  the  seat  of 
the  tumour  is  one  of  the  most  usual  parts  in  which  such  cysts 
are  found.  The  walls  of  superficial  dermoid  cysts  present 
all  the  structures  of  true  skin,  and  consequently  hair 
follicles  and  hair,  and  these  tumours,  with  their  contents, 
sometimes  develop  to  a  very  astonishing  extent.  I  may  add 
that  tumours  containing  various  structures,  such  as  bone, 
teeth,  cartilage,  etc.,  are  found  in  man  and  animals;  but, 
while  not  due  to  inclusion  of  a  portion  of  the  above-men- 
tioned embryonic  membrane,  they  can  be  readily  accounted 
for  and  explained,  but  are,  however,  none  the  less  astonish- 
ing to  the  lay  mind.  Yours  faithfully, 

St.  Patrick's  Place,  Cork.  E.  Whitley  Allsom., 
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Dispensing  Notes. 


A  Phenol  Mixture. 

Sie, — After  the  following  prescription  is  dispensed,  on 
being  allowed  to  stand  a  day  or  two,  it  gives  off  an  offensive 
odour  somewhat  like  carbon-disulphide.  Can  you  tell  mc 
what  is  the  cause  ?  Yours  truly, 

W.  S.  Clark. 

Gly.  ac.  carbol  mxv. 

Ac.  hydrochlor.  dil.    mxv. 

Glycerin  31. 

Aq.  chlorof.  ad    31  j . 

Mitte  3iv. 

A  dessertspoonful  in  half  a  wineglass  of  water  twice  a  day, 
after  meals. 

[Reaction  between  the  phenol,  chloroform,  and  hydro- 
chloric acid  accounts  for  this,  the  odour  being  due  to  some 
phenol  derivative.] 

Magnesium  Sulphate  in  Mixtures. 

We  recently  received  from  a  correspondent  three  specimens 
of  a  mixture  prepared  according  to  the  subjoined  prescrip- 
tion : 

Acid,  hydrocyanic,  dil  mxvj. 

Sodii  bicarb.    jij. 

Magnes.  sulphat  gij. 

Syr.  rhceados    3j. 

Aq.  menth.  pip.  ad   Jviij. 

M. 

The  specimens  had  been  made  with  different  samples  of  syrup 
of  red  poppies,  and  the  question  submitted  was  which  was 
correct.  This  we  duly  replied  to,  but  we  return  to  the  pre- 
scription as  an  interesting  point  is  involved  about  the  pre- 
cipitation of  magnesium  carbonate.  We  may  say  that  at 
present,  after  standing  a  month,  the  mixtures  have  the  follow- 
ing characters : 

L  Pale  sherry  colour,  with  a  slight  and  almost  colourless 
powdery  deposit. 

II.  Dark-brown  mixture,  of  slightly  black  appearance,  clear, 
with  a  black  powdery  precipitate.  [This  is  similar  to  a  mix- 
ture which  we  made  with  genuine  syr.  rheeados.] 

III.  Slightly  pink  or  flesh-colour,  with  hard  white  crystal- 
line precipitate  of  magnesium  carbonate. 

First,  in  regard  to  the  change  of  colour,  we  observed  that 
none  should  take  place  if  the  mixture  contain  not  more  than 
SO  gr.  of  magnesium  sulphate  and  10  gr.  of  sodium  bicar- 
bonate to  each  ounce,  especially  so  if  tap-water  be  used  in  the 
place  of  distilled,  because  the  carbon  dioxide  contained  in  the 
water  ensures  that  the  magnesium  carbonate  formed  by  the 
interaction  of  the  products  is  retained  in  solution  as  mag- 
nesium bicarbonate,  at  least  for  a  considerable  time,  when  tlie 
bottle  is  kept  well  closed.  Curiously,  this  is  an  example  in 
which  a  departure  from  the  prescribed  system  of  always  using 
distilled  water  oan  be  made  with  a  useful  chemical  and  phar- 
maceutical result.  Another  example  of  this  may  be  given  : 

Ammonii  carbonatis    jiss. 

Magnesii  sulphatis   3iss. 

Tr.  belladonna?    jij. 

Tr.  nucis  vomicae   jij. 

Tr.  zingiberis    51V. 

Spt.  chloroformi    jiv. 

Aq.  menth.  pip.  ad   jxij. 

Dispensed  w'ith  tap-water  this  remains  clear  a  considerable 
and  convenient  time,  whereas  with  distilled  water  it  com- 
mences to  deposit  almost  at  once,  and  becomes  an  impossible 
mixture  after  a  few  days.  The  reaction  which  takes  place 
between  magnesium  sulphate  and  alkaline  bicarbonates  is  not 
thought  of  sufficiently  by  prescribers  or  corrected  by  dis- 
pensers, and  has  caused  many  a  bottle  to  burst  and  the 
patient's  confidence  to  be  shaken.  The  following  equations 
approximately  show  the  change  which  takes  place  : 
MgSO,  +  2NaHC03  =  MgH,  (CO^ + Nam 

then 

MgHs  (C03)2 + H,0  =  MgC03+ 2H.0 + CO, 
In  such  eases  ordinary  aerated  water  is  even  better  than  tap- 
water  for  keeping  the  mixture  clear.  We  recognise,  however, 
that  the  use  of  distilled  water  only  for  dispensing-purposes  is 
the  only  safe  rule  to  go  upon,  and  the  above  case  is  a  mere  ex- 
ception, An  excellent  example  of  the  unexpected  changes 
which  may  occur  when  tap-water  is  used  is  this  mixture  : 

Potassii  iodidi    gr.  v. 

Liquor,  arsenicalis   n;v. 

Liquor,  potassas    n;x. 

Tr.  serpentarias    3SS. 

Aquam  ad   jss. 

The  day  after  this  was  dispensed  with  London  tap-water 
crystals  appeared  on  the  sides  of  the  bottle,  and  increased  in 
size  each  day.  On  examination  they  were  found  to  be  calcium 
carbonate,  the  source  of  which  was  the  exceptionally  hard 


water  which  Londoners  are  supplied  with.  This  fact  once 
more  shows  how  difficult  it  is  to  mako  a  dispensing  rule 
which  should  apply  generally.  There  are  many  provincial 
water-supplies  with  which  no  such  precipitation  could  take 
place,  and  we  daresay  the  Loch  Katrine  water  is  for  dis- 
pensing-purposes better  than  much  of  the  distilled  water  soldi 
at  3(7.  per  gal. 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  and  practically  to  trade  ques- 
tions of  general  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  oJ 
replies  on  a  particular  date,  nor  can  we  repeat  information 
given  during  the  past  twelve  months. 


H.  G.  (37/29). — Your  letter  is  hardly  fair  criticism,  as  you) 
say  nothing  about  the  value  of  board  and  lodging,  for  which 
alone  some  part-time  students  are  content  to  work  as  long  as 
they  have  ample  time  for  study. 

_  G.  G.  D.  (38/18). — The  letter  you  send  is  both  personal  and 
libellous. 

Dispenser  (243/23). — We  have  no  formula  for  a  liniment 
such  as  you  suggest,  but  try  adding  acid,  salicylic.  33s.  to  lin. 
belladonna?  3j. 

Benjamin  (225/42).—  Orange-flower  water  contains  several 
micro-organisms  which  in  the  summer  months  play  havoc  with 
organic  ingredients  in  mixtures  by  promoting  fermentation. 
This  is  at  the  bottom  of  your  difficulty.  You  should  boil  th& 
water  before  using  it. 


3nformation  XKHantefc. 

Inquiries  for  the  names  and  addresses  of  manufacturers,  or  other 
trade  information,  not  traceable  by  reference  to  the  advertise- 
ment-pages of  "  The  Chemist  and  Druggist "  and  the  "  C.  &  D. 
Diary,"  or  not  filed  in  our  private  register,  are  inserted  here 
free  of  charge.  Postcard  or  other  replies  to  any  of  the  sub- 
joined inquiries  (addressed  to  the  Editor  "The  Chemist  and 
Druggist,"  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.),  will  be  esteemed. 


40/58.  Makers  of  dried  yeast. 

41/21.  Makers  cf  ox-gall  soap. 

37/59.  Who  are  the  makers  of  "  Provac  "  ? 

37/58.  Who  are  the  makers  or  agents  for  "  Urosanol"? 

36/44.  Name  of  firm  in  Billingsgate  who  sell  ray-skins. 

39/73.  Who  are  the  suppliers  of  Symes  &  Paget's  knives 
and  Dr.  Pagenstacher's  thread  ? 

38/50.  What  is  the  composition  of  "  pil.  aletris  co., 

Sumner,"  or  who  are  the  makers? 


IRcw  Books. 

These  notes  do  not  necessarily  exclude  subsequent  reviews  of  the 
works.  Any  of  these  books  printed  in  Great  Britain  can  be 
supplied,  at  the  published  price,  to  readers  of  this  journal  on  ap- 
plication (with  remittance)  to  the  Publisher  of  "The  Chemist 
and  Druggist,"  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. 


Lee,  A.  B.  Microtomist's  Tadc-M  ecum.  Handbook  of 
methods  of  microscopic  anatomy.  Sixth  ed.  9gX5f.  Pp.548. 
15s.  net.  (Churchill.) 

Merillat,  L.  A.  Animal  Dentistry  and  Diseases  of  the 
Mouth.   9ix6.   Pp.262.   12s.  6(7.  net.  (Bailliere.) 


Perfumery  in  Corfu. — France  supplied  the  island  of  Corfu 
with  19  tons  of  perfumery  last  year,  a  decrease  of  one  ton  on 
the  previous  year. 

Among  the  imports  into  Cephalonia  last  year  were  2,000?. 
worth  of  drugs  and  medicines,  1,1757.  worth  sulphate  of  copper, 
2,3007.  worth  soap  and  perfumes,  and  3007.  worth  soda  ash. 

"Pharmaceutical  Formulas." — L.  S.  S.  (32/22)  writes:  "I 
am  in  receipt  of  the  new  volume  of  '  Pharm.  Formulas.'  A 
hasty  glance  through  it  shows  it  to  be  a  great  improvement  on 
its  predecessors.  Without  doubt  it  is  the  very  best  book  of 
recipes  in  the  English  language." 

Chilian  Honey  and  Beeswax. — The  exports  from  Talca- 
huano  last  year  were  77,925  kilos,  of  honey  to  the  United 
Kingdom,  161.430  kilos,  to  Germany,  34,723  kilos,  to  France, 
and  22,000  kilos,  to  Belgium  ;  the  exports  of  beeswax  were 
18.558  kilos,  to  the  United  Kingdom,  30,246  kilos,  to  Ger- 
many, and  649  kilos,  to  France. 
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Consular  Counsel. 


Denmark. 

According  to  the  report  for  1904  by  H.M.  Consul  at 
Copenhagen  the  manufacture  of  spirit  for  industrial  pur- 
poses from  peat  is  a  new  industry  in  Denmark.  It  is  said 
that  it  is  possible  in  this  way  to  obtain  a  very  cheap  supply 
for  power,  light,  and  heat,  If  the  experiments,  tests,  etc 
are  correct,  the  production  is  expected  to  be  large  and 
profitable. 

Germany. 

In  his  annual  report  on  the  trade  of  the  Grand  Duchy  of 
Baden  for  1904  the  British  Consul  at  Mannheim  states  that 

favoured  by  legislation  and  the  support  of  the  Govern- 
ment the  Alcohol  Trust  not  only  made  their  monopoly  yet 
more  absolute,  but  by  clever  management,  backed  by  a 
partial  failure  of  the  potato  crop,  were  able  to  carry  spirits 
to  a  record  price.  Nevertheless  it  can  hardly  be  regarded  as 
permanent,  since  the  higher  price  of  alcohol  tends  to  enhance 
the  cost  of  production  of  many  articles,  and  must  tell  in 
the  long  run."  A  reduction  in  price  has  already  taken 
place,  as  has  been  noted  in  these  columns,  and  with  every 
prospect  of  a  good  potato  crop  in  Germany  this  season  there 
should  be  a  further  reduction  in  prices. 

North  Formosa. 
The  amount  of  camphor  exported  from  the  ports  of 
North  Formosa  (Tamsui  and  Kelung)  during  1904  shows 
an  increase  in  value  of  over  9,000/.  as  compared  with  1903, 
while  camphor  oil,  which  is  exported  solely  to  Japan,  has 
increased  by  24,000/.  About  50  per  cent,  camphor  is  ex- 
tracted from  this  oil,  of  which  30  per  cent,  is  retained  for 
local  consumption  in  Japan,  the  rest  being  exported  as 
Formosan  camphor.  From  January  1  to  December  31, 
1904,  the  exports  of  camphor  were  41,319  piculs,  of  which 
Europe  received  24,818  piculs,  U.S.A.  11,563  piculs,  India 
4,379  piculs,  Hong-Kong  430  piculs,  and  Kobe  129  piculs. 
The  sale  of  opium,  which  is  a  Government  monopoly  in 
Formosa,  appears  to  be  on  the  increase,  as  the  number  of 
licences  issued  to  smoke  opium  has  gone  up  to  137,952 
persons,  of  which  14,721  are  females.  Value  of  the  im- 
ports last  year  for  North  Formosa  (Tamsui  and  Kelung) 
amounted  to  298,570/.,  or  2,640  chests,  of  which  1,400  were 
Persian. 

Hamburg. 

Consul-General  Sir  William  Ward  finds  that  the  trade  of 
Hamburg  with  the  United  Kingdom  last  year  was  equal  to 
nearly  20  per  cent,  of  the  value  of  the  aggregate  trade  of 
the  port,  whilst  the  total  value  of  the  trade  between  Ham- 
burg and  all  parts  of  the  British  Empire  was  equal  to 
about  35  per  cent.  More  than  half  of  the  entire  trade 
between  Germany  and  the  United  Kingdom  is  carried  on 
through  Hamburg.  Though  there  was  an  increase  in  1904 
of  about  170,000/.  in  the  total  value  of  goods  imported 
from  the  United  Kingdom  as  compared  with  the  preceding 
year,  some  prominent  articles  of  import  showed  a  more  or 
less  considerable  falling-off.  The  trade  of  Hamburg  with 
the  Dominion  of  Canada,  which  represents  about  half  of 
the  trade  carried  on  between  the  Dominion  and  all  parts 
of  the  German  Empire,  naturally  continued  last  year  to  be 
unfavourably  affected  by  the  tariff  war  between  the  two 
countries,  the  total  value  of  last  year's  trade  having  de- 
clined to  about  one-half  of  what  it  was  two  years  ago. 
The  Consul  has  practically  nothing  to  say  about  the  drug 
and  chemical  trade,  contenting  himself  with  a  few  observa- 
tions on  spices,  olive  oil,  indigo,  nitrate,  honey,  and  bees- 
wax. The  total  imports  of  the  latter  product  reached 
nearly  29,400  cwt.,  as  against  21,720  cwt.  in  1903.  It 
may  be  noted  that  the  imports  of  beeswax  to  Hamburg 
from  German  East  Africa  show  a  remarkable  increase  for 
1904,  the  same  having  been  2,960  cwt.,  as  against  only 
530  cwt.  in  the  preceding  year.  The  consumption  of  Car- 
nauba  wax  further  increased  in  Germany  last  year,  the 
imports  having  reached  29,400  cwt.,  as  against  only  19,400 
cwt.  in  1903.  The  total  imports  of  foreign  honey  to  Ham- 
burg last  year,  owing  to  the  very  small  Chilian  crop,  were 
about  15  per  cent,  less  than  in  1903,  and  prices,  which 
stood  very  low  at  the  beginning  of  last  year,  consequently 
experienced  a  gradual  rise.  The  German  honey-crop  was 
likewise  again  small  in  quantity. 


Commercial  IRotcs. 


Mexican  Sarsaparilla, 

Some  of  the  drug-importers  in  New  York  are  considerably 
disturbed  over  the  recent  action  of  the  Customs  authorities  in 
holding  up  large  consignments  of  Mexican  sarsaparilla-root. 
Everybody  knows  that  the  Mexican  variety  is  a  cheap  grade, 
but  it  has  been  coming  into  the  port  for  years,  and  it  is 
thought  that  the  Customs  authorities  are  a  little  dilatory  in 
taking  so  arbitrary  a  stand.  Sarsaparilla  is  used  for  a  wide 
variety  of  purposes,  and  in  some  instances  the  conditions  are 
such  that  a  cheap  price  must  be  placed  on  the  crude  drug.  The 
Customs  officers  declare,  however,  that  they  mean  to  bar  the 
inferior  Mexican  drug  in  the  future. 

The  Bromide  War. 

It  was  recently  stated  that  the  German  producers  of  potas- 
sium bromide  and  bromide  preparations,  as  represented  by 
the  syndicate,  propose  to  dictate  their  own  terms  on  the  con- 
clusion of  the  price  war  now  prevailing  between  themselves 
and  the  American  manufacturers,  the  first  condition  being  the 
possession  of  the  Canadian  market,  and  the  second  a  greater 
share  in  the  business  in  the  United  States.  This  comprehen- 
sive claim  has  evoked  a  reply  on  behalf  of  the  American  in- 
terests, who  point  out  that  if  the  demand  were  acceded  to,  there 
would  be  little  or  nothing  left  for  themselves.  At  present  the 
American  manufacturers  turn  out  a  larger  quantity  of  bro- 
mide preparations,  and  particularly  bromide  of  potash,  than 
it  is  possible  to  dispose  of  in  the  inland  market,  and  it  was 
this  excess  in  the  output  which  they  endeavoured  to  sell  in 
Germany.  The  price  of  bromide  of  potash  in  the  latter 
country  was  formerly  2s.  4?d.  per  lb.,  but  it  has  now  receded 
to  Is.  id.  The  American  interests  state  that  their  competition 
in  Germany  was  rendered  perceptible  just  at  the  time  when 
sharp  rivalry  among  the  Teutons  themselves  had  reduced  the 
inland  price  to  Is.  3cZ.  per  lb.  Then  the  Germans  became 
aggressive  in  the  United  States  market,  where  they  find  com- 
petition at  the  present  moment  to  be  an  expensive  matter. 
Thus,  instead  of  Is.  3d.  per  lb.,  as  in  the  native  market, 
German  rivalry  in  New  York  has  depressed  the  price  to  l^d. 
As  the  import  duty  amounts  to  2|(Z.  per  lb.  and  the  expenses 
of  sale  to  lcZ.  per  lb.,  the  actual  yield  to  the  Germans  can  only 
be  7>%d.  per  lb.,  which  does  not  cover  the  cost  of  production, 
and  in  these  circumstances  the  Americans  wonder  how  long 
the  Germans  will  be  willing  to  continue  a  contest  which  largely 
results  in  loss. 

Indian  Government  Quinine. 

In  reviewing  the  report  on  the  administration  of  the  Cin- 
chona Department  during  the  last  official  year,  the  Govern- 
ment express  their  satisfaction  on  the  results  attained  by  Mr. 
W.  M.  Standen,  the  Director.  The  introduction  of  the  new 
system  of  selling  pice-packets  of  quinine  of  7  grains  each  has 
been  a  great  success,  the  extra  work  thrown  on  the  depart- 
ment notwithstanding.  The  financial  results  were  satisfactory, 
though  the  cost  of  production  increased.  The  quantities  of 
quinine  and  febrifuge  sold  increased  again.  The  factory 
machinery  was  examined  by  an  expert,  and  various  additions 
and  improvements  have  keen  sanctioned.  The  result,  it  is 
expected,  will  improve  the  outturn  of  quinine — which,  in  the 
year  of  report,  from  over  five  lakhs  of  lbs.  of  bark  was 
12,920  lbs.,  or  306,720  oz.  The  total  cost  of  manufactured 
quinine  rose,  owing  to  the  fact  that  bark  purchased  from 
private  growers  yielded  a  smaller  outturn  than  usual.  The 
future  productiveness  of  the  plantations  appears  to  be  well 
assured,  for  the  old  plantations  were  vigorously  re-stocked, 
as  many  as  three-quarter  million  plants  raised  from  selected 
seed  having  been  added  to  the  nurseries  during  the  year. 

A  New  Vegetable  Oil. 

Recently  a  leading  West  African  merchant  in  Liverpool 
received,  amongst  a  miscellaneous  consignment  of  native  pro- 
ducts, a  parcel  of  what  appeared  to  be  melon  seeds.  They 
were  sent  to  the  newly  established  Institute  of  Tropical  Re- 
search in  connection  with  Liverpool  University,  where,  on 
investigation,  it  was  found  that  the  seeds,  which  were  the 
produce  of  a  Lagos  gourd,  were  largely  oleaginous,  and 
capable  of  yielding  an  oil  eminently  suitable  for  human 
consumption,  while  the  residue  was  pronounced  to  be  a  highly 
nutritious  cattle  food.  Whether  the  seed  could  be  imported 
in  sufficient  quantities  as  to  be  commercially  profitable  has 
yet  to  be  proved,  but  the  prospects  are  such  that  trial  ship- 
ments are  being  made.  Chemical  analysis  has  demonstrated 
that  both  oil  and  meal  are  free  from  any  poisonous  or 
deleterious  substance  which  might  render  them  harmful  for 
use  as  foodstuffs.  It  has  been  determined  that  the  seeds  are 
moderately  rich  in  an  easily  extractablc  clean,  sweet  oil  of  a 
bright  yellow  colour,  the  percentage  of  oil  being  about  45  per 
cent.,  compared  with  from  53  to  57  per  cent,  in  the  richest 
source  of  vegetable  oil  at  present  known. 
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Grafce  IReport. 

NOTICE  TO  BUYERS.— The  prices  given  in  this  section  are 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quanti- 
ties or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various  charges 
have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many  instances 
greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock  the  goods. 
Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and  higher  prices  are 
commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in  Duik  quantities.  It 
would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers  to  expect  to  get  small 
quantities  at  anything  like  the  prices  here  quoted. 

42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.,  August  17. 

AT  the  auctions  of  first-hand  drugs  a  fair  proportion  of 
offerings  was  disposed  of,  but  prices  on  the  whole 
tended  lower.  Senna  was  the  chief  feature,  over  a  thousand 
bales  of  Tinnevelly  leaf  selling  at  lower  prices.  Cape  aloes 
were  dull  of  sale  and  easier.  Curacao  were  about  steady, 
fine  being  dearer.  Sumatra  benzoin  sold  steadily,  but  the 
offerings  of  cardamoms  were  infinitesimal.  Ceylon  ccca- 
leaves  found  eager  buyers,  but  fine  dragon's-blood  receded 
somewhat.  Jamaica  honey  sold  cheaply,  and  for  Rio  ipecac, 
steady  prices  were  paid.  Menthol  on  forced  sales  dropped 
Is.  6d.  on  the  private  rates,  but  for  H.G.H.  peppermint  oil 
steady  rates  ruled.  Rhubarb  was  quiet  but  steady,  and 
for  native  Jamaica  sarsaparilla  a  slight  advance  was  paid. 
Beeswax  was  firm  generally,  especially  for  Jamaica.  Out- 
side of  the  drug  auctions  a  trifle  more  activity  is  reported 
in  various  quarters,  but  it  cannot  be  said  that  the  markets 
are  active.  Consequent  on  the  advance  in  opium  manufac- 
turers of  morphine  have  advanced  their  prices.  Makers  of 
santonin  have  also  advanced  their  quotations  as  expected. 
Quinine  is  about  -^d.  dearer  in  second-hands,  but  only  small 
sales  are  recorded.  Cod-liver  oil  is  rising  in  Norway,  but 
buyers  here  do  not  respond.  Citric  and  tartaric  acids  and 
cream  of  tartar  are  all  quiet,  little  new  business  being  re- 
ported. Ergot  is  a  strong  market  and  is  likely  to  go  higher. 
The  principal  changes  of  the  week  are  as  below  : 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Aloes,  Curacao 
(fine) 

Ergot 
Morphine- 
salts 
Oil,  cod-liver 
Oil.  palm 
Santonin 
Sarsaparilla 

(native) 

Senega 
Quinine 

(sec.  hands) 
Wax,  Japan 

Acid,  carbolic 
Cinchona 
Dragon's- 
blood 

Aloes,  Cape 
Honey  (Jam.) 
Menthol 
Nux  vomica 
Senna  (Tinn.) 

Cablegrams. 

Hamburg.  August  17  : — Ergot  is  advancing.  Lycopodium 
is  lower  at  570m.  per  100  kilos.,  and  cod-liver  oil  is  firmer. 


New  York.  August  17  : — Market  is  quiet.  Opium  is 
strong  and  advancing;  $3.17  per  lb.  is  to-day's  price  for 
druggists'  in  case  lots.  Peppermint  oil  is  dull  of  sale  and 
weak  at  $2.25  per  lb.  for  tin  oil.  Menthol  is  rather  firmer  at 
$2.35  per  lb.,  and  Norwegian  cod-liver  oil  has  advanced  to 
$28.00  per  barrel.  Mexican  sarsaparilla  is  firm  at  11c.  per 
lb.,  and  Western  senega  of  new  crop  is  steady  at  62c.  per  lb., 
Curacao  aloes  being  quoted  at  5c.  per  lb.  in  boxes.  Ceylon 
citronella  oil  is  firm  at  34c.  per  lb.,  and  for  round  buchu- 
leaves  14c.  per  lb.  is  asked,  market  being  easy. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

The  general  condition  of  the  heavy-chemical  market  con- 
tinues to  be  much  the  same  as  lately  reported,  and  there  is  a 
steady  all-round  demand  on  both  home  and  export  account 
without  any  particular  stress.  Values  all  round  are  steady  at, 
for  the  most  part,  unaltered  figures. 

Alkali-produce. — Inquiries  continue  to  come  in  for  forward 
delivery,  but  so  far  no  very  great  amount  of  business  has 
actually  been  concluded.  Bleaching-powder  is  very  steadv  at 
4?.  12s.  6d.  to  HI.  17s.  bd.  per  ton.  Ammonia  alkali,  soda 
crystals,  and  other  main  products  are  in  average  request. 


Sulphate  of  Ammonia,  although  nominally  unchanged  from 
figures  last  mentioned,  is  steadier  in  tone,  position  at  Leith 
and  Hull  especially  being  firmer. 

Green  Copperas  continues  to  move  steadily  on  both  homo 
and  export  account.  Best  Lancashire  makes  37s.  bd.  to  40s. 
per  ton,  f.o.b.  Liverpool,  and  Welsh  lis.  to  12s.  in  bulk  free  on 
rails.  .  , 

Sulphoctanides  arc  dull  and  without  improvement  either 
as  regards  demand  or  values.  Potassium,  V^d.  to  7J,tf.  ;  am- 
monium, 95  per  cent.,  bid.  to  bid. ;  barium,  95  per  cent.,  Z±d. 
to  3^?.  per  lb. 

Zinc  Salts  are  in  about  average  request  at  late  rates.  Zinc 
sulphate  crystals,  bl.  to  bl.  5s.  per  ton,  and  zinc  chloride  solu- 
tion, 100°  Tw.,  bl.  5s.  to  6/.  10s. 

Calcium  Chloride  is  moving  rather  better  than  of  late  at 
from  50s.  to  55s.  per  ton,  free  on  rails  or  f.o.b. 

Satinite  is  in  better  demand  again,  and  late  figures  of  55s. 
to  60s.  per  ton,  free  on  rails  or  f.o.b..  are  well  maintained. 

Recovered  Sulphur.— Steady  at  5/.  5s.  to  5/.  10s.  per  ton, 
free  on  rails,  in  bags. 

German  Drug-market. 

Hamburg.  Azigust  15. 
Business  is  very  quiet,  and  there  is  only  little  doing  in  drugs 
at  present. 

Aniseed.— Russian  is  firm  at  44m.  per  100  kilos. 

Antimony  is  firm  at  70m.  per  100  kilos. 

Camphor  (Refined)  is  very  quiet,  and  prices  favour  buyers ; 
spot  is  offering  at  610m.  per  100  kilos. 

Carnauba  Wax  is  dull,  and  tending  lower ;  grey  is  quoted 
238m.  per  100  kilos. 

Caraway-seed  is  improving  at  54m.  per  100  kilos. 

Citric  Acid  is  firmer  at  258m.  per  100  kilos. 

Ergot  is  firm,  with  an  improving  demand,  at  320m.  to  325m. 
per  100  kilos. 

Lycopodium  is  declining  ;  spot  is  quoted  620m.  to  610m.,  and 
forward  delivery  550m.  per  100  kilos. 

Menthol  is  quiet  on  the  spot  at  17-^m.  per  kilo.,  and  for- 
ward is  offering  lower. 

Golden  Seal. — Canadian  is  quiet  at  12Jm.  per  kilo. 

Ipecacuanha  is  unchanged ;  Rio,  as  well  as  Cartagena,  is 
quoted  llgm.  per  kilo. 

Japanese  Wax  is  firmer  at  108m.  per  100  kilos. 

Star-aniseed  is  steady  at  148m.  per  100  kilos. 

Spermaceti  is  firm  at  250m.  per  100  kilos. 

Wormseed  is  firmer  at  128m.  per  100  kilos. 

Oils  (Fixed). — Castor  is  improving  :  first-pressing  in  barrels 
on  the  spot  is  48m.  per  100  kilos.  Cod-liyer  oil  is  firm  at  80m. 
to  82m.  per  barrel  for  non-congealing  oil.  Chinese  wood  oil 
for  spot  delivery  is  very  firm  at  66m.  per  100  kilos.,  and  for 
August-September  shipment  56m.  per  100  kilos. 

Oils  (Essential). — Peppermint  is  quiet ;  H.G.H.  is  quoted 
13J,-m.  per  lb.,  and  Japanese  at  9|m.  per  kilo.  Star-aniseed 
oil  is  firm  at  lO^m.  per  kilo. 


Acid,  Citric,  is  firm,  and  unaltered  at  Is.  Ad.  to  Is.  5d. 
for  English  and  Is.  Zd.  for  foreign. 

Acid,  Tartaric. — Steady,  the  demand  mostly  applying  to 
deliveries  off  contract.  English  is  ll\d.  and  foreign  10§cZ. 
per  lb. 

Arrowroot. — The  sales  include  1,100  barrels  of  St.  Vin- 
cent, at  from  lfrZ.  to  l%d.  per  lb. 

Camphor. — Some  holders  have  lately  accepted  2s.  Ad. 
per  lb.  for  Japanese  tablets  of  ^.  and  1  oz.  sizes,  but  this 
week  2s.  5c?.  to  2s.  6c7.  has  been  paid,  and  the  latter  figure 
may  now  be  taken  as  the  price. 

Cantharides. — New  Russian  are  quoted  4s.  3d.  per  lb., 
c.i.f.,  by  2-cwt.  lots. 

Chamomiles. — Steady.  According  to  those  who  have 
visited  the  Belgian  producing  districts  the  crop  has  turned 
out  a  fair  average  one.  By  the  end  of  the  week  it  is  ex- 
pected first  pickings  will  have  come  to  an  end,  so  that  some 
deterioration  in  quality  is  looked  for.  Prices  of  first  pick- 
ings range  from  68s.  to  75  s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.,  according  to 
quality  and  holder.  France  has  lately  been  buying  moderate 
quantities  in  Belgium. 

Ergot  is  a  strong  and  advancing  market,  owing  to  there 
being  very  few  offers  of  new  crop  from  Spain  and  Russia. 
Prices  on  the  spot  vary  considerably,  according  to  idea  of 
holder;  Russian  has  been  sold  at  Is.  9<7.,  and  even  2s.  is 
quoted  in  one  direction;  for  old  Spanish  Is.  6^d.,  c.i.f.,  has 
been  paid.  It  is  quite  likely  we  shall  see  still  higher  prices, 
as  the  reports  of  the  crop  in  both  Spain  and  Russia  continue 
of  a  doleful  character,  added  to  which  Hamburg  has  been 
sold  in  fair  quantity  for  October  delivery. 
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Cinchona. — At  the  monthly  auctions  on  Tuesday  the 
moderate  quantity  of  1,191  packages  was  offered,  of  which 
916  packages  sold  at  barely  steady  prices,  the  average  unit 
being  Id.  per  lb.  ,  against  1-^d.  at  the  last  Amsterdam  sale. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantities  of  bark  offered  and 
sold : 

Packages  Packages 
Offered  Sold 

East  Indian  cinchona    809  of  which  6£0 

South  American  cinchona   178      ,,  62 

African  cinchona    120      „  120 

Java  cinchona   84      „  84 

1,191  916 

The  following  were  the  approximate  quantities  of  bark  pur- 
chased by  the  principal  buyers  : 

Lbs. 

Messrs.  Howards  &  Sons,  Ltd   70,649 

The  Imperial  Quinine  Co   41,733 

Agents  for  the  Frankfort  and  Stuttgart  fac- 
tories   32,515 

Agents  for  the  American  and  Italian  factories  21,180 

Agents  for  the  Brunswick  factory    10,636 

Agents  for  the  Mannheim  arid  Amsterdam  fac- 
tories   — 

Druggists,  etc.    24,854 


Total  quantity  sold   201,567 

Bought  in  or  withdrawn    55,050 

Total  quantity  offered    256,617 

The  prices  paid  were  as  follows :  East  Indian  Officinalis, 
ordinary  stem  chips  and  shavings  lf<7.  to  2Jc?.,  ordinary  to 
fair  renewed  l|c?.  to  4^(7.,  original  stem  chips  and  shavings, 
good,  6c?„  branch  lfc?.  to  2ftZ.,  and  root  2^(7.  to  Aid.  Ordinary 
to  good  Succirubra  natural  stem  chips  and  shavings  2d.  to 
A^d.,  branch  l|rf.,  and  root  2{d.  to  5c?.  per  lb.  Ledgeriana 
stem  chips  at  2|r7.  to  5jc?.,  hybrid  l^d.  to  Id.,  and  root  2\d. 
Java  Ledgeriana  original  stem  chips  Ledgeriana  branch 
6gc?.,  and  root  b^d.  Hybrid  root  6fr?.,  stem  chips  5d.,  and 
branch  A\d.  per  lb.  African.— Fair  red  quill  A{d.  to  4ff?., 
and  broken  quill  and  chips  Ad.  South  American  Bolivian 
cultivated  Calisaya  quill  4f-c7.  to  5g(7.,  good  flat  sound  10{rZ. 
per  lb.  Seven  bales  Red  sold  at  5^d.  subject  for  chips  and 
83  bales  of  Columbian  and  Cuprea  were  bought  in  at  from  2d. 
to  3d.  per  lb. 

Before  the  commencement  of  the  cinchona  auction,  Mr. 
David  Howard  called  attention  to  a  point  of  some  importance 
in  regard  to  the  present  system  of  sampling  bark  adopted  by 
the  London  brokers,  which,  he  urged,  was  unsatisfactory. 
His  experience  had  shown  that  the  analyses  of  samples  of 
bark  from  the  same  parcel  were  often  at  variance,  sometimes 
the  discrepancy  being  2  per  cent,  to  4  per  cent.,  and  he  had 
known  a  glaring  instance  of  a  difference  of  30  per  cent, 
between  two  samples.  He  therefore  suggested  that  they  should 
adopt  the  Dutch  system  of  sampling  bark,  which  had  worked 
satisfactorily  for  a  good  many  years,  and,  as  it  was  a  perfectly 
safe  one,  it  would  confer  an  immense  advantage  to  buyers  all 
round.  Asked  by  Mr.  Urwick,  of  Messrs.  S.  Figgis  &  Co. 
(who  occupied  the  rostrum),  what  the  difference  between  the 
two  systems  was,  Mr.  Howard  explained  the  Dutch  method, 
adding  that  if  the  samples  showed  a  considerable  variation  it 
could  bo  readily  assumed  the  analysis  was  wrong,  and  not  the 
sample.  Mr.  Urwick  said  that  London  was  becoming  of  Ices 
and  less  importance  as  a  bark  market,  but,  nevertheless,  he 
was  sure  importers  and  brokers  would  only  be  too  anxious  to 
sample  their  barks  fairly  and  adequately,  as  accuracy  of 
analysis  was  the  most  important  point.  He  promised  to  bring 
the  matter  before  his  brother  brokers.  Mr.  W.  W.  Green,  too, 
thought  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  falling  in  with  the 
views  of  the  trade,  and  Mr.  F.  Graf  also  drew  attention  to  the 
old  grievance  of  damaged  cinchona  being  offered  for  sale 
without  having  been  declared  unsound  by  the  private  whar- 
fingers, adding  that  several  wharves  habitually  made  no 
returns  whatever.  Mr.  Urwick  promised  to  give  attention  to 
the  matter. 

At  the  Amsterdam  auction  on  August  24,  9,679  bales  and 
450  cases,  weighing  904,138  kilos,  and  containing  45,361 
kilos,  of  quinine  sulphate,  will  be  offered.  The  manufac- 
turing-bark contains  an  average  of  5.32  per  cent,  quinine 
sulphate.  The  auctions  will  also  include  8  cases  (400  kilos. ) 
of  cinchona  alkaloids,  and  24  bales  Java  coca-leaves.  In  the 
drug-auction  7  serons  of  Huanuco  quill  sold  at  7%d.,  and 
4  bales  Loxa  quill  at  lOd.  for  sound ;  flat  yellow  bark  was 
held  at  lOd.  The  shipments  from  Java  for  the  first  half  of 
August  amount  to  591,000  Amsterdam  lbs. 

Morphine. — A  further  advance  of  3c?.  per  oz.  has  taken 


place  in  morphine  salts,  the  manufacturers'  prices  being 
as  under  : 


100-oz. 

Contracts 

250-oz. 
Contracts 

s. 

d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

Horphine  acetate        ...  oz. 

5 

0 

A  11 

4  10 

,,        hydrochlor.  cryst.  ,, 

5 

2 

5  1 

5  0 

,,        hydrochlor.  pulv.  ,, 

5 

0 

4  11 

4  10 

,,        meconate     ...  ,, 

6 

3 

6  2 

6  0i 

,,       pur.  cryst.   ...  „ 

6 

5 

6  4 

6  2| 

,,        pur.  precip.  ...  , 

6 

3 

6  2 

6  0i 

,,        sulphate  cryst.  ,, 

5 

2 

5  1 

5  0 

„        sulphate  pulv.  ,, 

5 

0 

4  11 

4  10 

,,       tartrate       ...  , 

6 

3 

6  2 

6  OA 

The  above  prices  are  per  oz.,  net,  and  no  falling  clause. 

Oil,  Aniseed,  Star. — For  arrival  prices  are  lower, 
business  having  been  done  at  4s.  45c?.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  Mail 
advices  dated  Hong-Kong,  July  14,  state  there  has  been  a 
lively  demand,  especially  for  135°  congealing  point.  Good 
brands  are  quoted  4?.  6c?.  to  4s.  65c?.,  c.i.f. 

Oil,  Cassia. — Mail  advices  from  Hong-Kong  dated 
July  14  state  there  is  a  good  inquiry,  and  prices  are  firm 
with  small  stocks  at  2s.  10§c?.  for  80  per  cent,  to  85  per  cent, 
c.a.,  2s.  9c?.  for  75  per  cent,  to  80  per  cent.,  and  2s.  l^d.  for 
70  per  cent,  to  75  per  cent.  c.a. 

Oil,  Castor. — Prices  of  French  oil  are  now  the  highest 
that  have  ruled  for  many  months,  importers  quoting  water 
white  at  31s.  per  cwt.  for  cases  and  28s.  6c?.  in  barrels.  Hull 
make  for  prompt  delivery  is  24?.  5s.  per  ton  for  firsts ;  Sep- 
tember delivery,  21?.  5s.  per  ton  for  seconds;  September- 
December  deliveries,  firsts  24?.  10s.  per  ton  ;  October-Decem- 
ber deliveries,  seconds  227.  per  ton,  delivered  free  cx  wharf, 
London. 

Oil,  Cod-liver. — Several  agents  here  have  had  instruc- 
tions to  raise  their  prices  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  market  in 
Norway  has  been  advancing  and  is  much  above  the  parity  of 
the  London  market.  Practically  nothing  is  now  obtainable 
at  85s.,  agents  quoting  from  90s.  to  95s.  per  barrel.  Our 
Bergen  correspondent  writes  on  August  14  that  the  ad- 
vancing tendency  still  prevails.  Stocks  appear  lighter  than 
supposed  and  also  the  lack  of  the  "  raw  "  cod-oils  for  medi- 
cinal purposes  may  have  contributed  to  the  firmness  of  the 
market.  Finest  non-congealing  cod-liver  oil  is  to-day 
quoted  at  84s.  per  barrel,  f.o.b.  Bergen,  and  many  holders- 
demand  still  higher  prices.  The  exports  from  Bergen  up  to 
date  amount  to  6,747  barrels  against  4,313  barrels  at  the 
corresponding  date  of  last  year.  From  all  Norway  the  ex- 
ports up  to  date  may  not  be  far  from  20,000  barrels,  whereas 
the  total  production  of  steam-refined  cod-liver  oil  was  this 
year  about  36,000  barrels. 

Oil,  Lime. — Good  West  Indian  distilled  oil  is  somewhat 
scarce  at  Is.  9c?.,  and  for  hand-pressed,  of  which  the  first- 
hand market  has  been  practically  cleared,  3s.  6c7.  is  wanted. 

Oil,  Olive. — Advices  from  the  producing  districts  in 
Spain  fully  confirm  our  previous  information  in  regard  to- 
unfavourable  prospects  of  the  next  season's  olive-oil  crop,  sa 
that  prices  all  round  show  a  rising  tendency. 

Opium. — Our  correspondents  write  as  follows  : 

Smyrna,  August  4.— The  sales  this  week  amount  to  201  cases, 
including  160  usual  run  Karahissar  t.q.  and  12  new  current  t.q. 
for  the  United  States,  23  cases  usual  run  Karahissar  t.q.  for 
speculation,  and  six  cases  selected  Karahissar  for  France. 
The  need  of  money  for  stocktaking  by  interior  dealers  keeps- 
prices  down,  but  after  this  week's  purchases  we  expect  an 
advance.   Market  closes  very  firm. 

Smyrna,  August  5. — The  market  is  active,  with  the  follow- 
ing important  transactions  :  Six  cases  old  choice  Karahissar 
t.q.  at  the  equivalent  of  9s.  Id.,  181  cases  Karahissar  t.q.  at 
8s.  11(7.,  and  12  cases  new  current  t.q.  at  7s.  lid.  per  lb.,  c.i.f. 
European  ports ;  23  cases  of  the  above  were  for  local  specula- 
tors. The  market  closes  firm  with  buyers,  and  the  arrivals  in 
Smyrna  to  date  amount  to  404  cases,  against  2,075  cases  at  the- 
same  time  last  year.  The  quality  of  the  new  opium,  on  which 
an  allowance  of  3  per  cent,  is  given,  continues  to  leave  much 
to  be  desired,  this  explaining  the  difference  in  price  between 
the  old  and  the  new  gum. 

Quillaia. — The  exports  from  Talcahuano  during  1904 
were  113,315  kilos,  to  the  United  Kingdom,  235,000  kilos,  to 
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Germany,  29,303  kilos,  to  France,  65,810  kilos,  to  U.S.A., 
and  3,530  kilos,  to  Peru. 

Quinine  is  firmer  in  second-hands,  although  still  very 
quiet.  A  few  inquiries  from  the  United  States  have  been 
on  the  market  for  some  weeks  past  for  cheap  parcels,  but 
there  is  a  difficulty  in  filling  such  orders  as  holders  now 
quote  9£c/.  for  good  brands  of  German  sulphate  from  second- 
hands,  and  small  sales  have  been  made  at  this  price  within 
the  last  day  or  two.    Market  closes  firmer  9§c/.  buyers. 

Santonin. — An  advance  of  Is.  6c/.  per  lb.  was  announced 
iby  makers  on  Wednesday,  and  present  prices  are  now  as 
follows  :  less  than  28  lbs.  31s.  9c/.,  28  lbs.  31s.  6d.,  56  lbs. 
31s.  3c/.,  1  cwt.  31s.  per  lb.  net. 

Shellac. — The  delivery  market  last  week  closed  5s.  lower, 
the  sales  including  200  cases  TN  for  October  at  174s.,  but 
subsequently  sellers  asked  177s.  for  this  position,  and  this 
price  was  paid  for  100  cases  on  Tuesday,  the  market  after- 
wards advancing  to  180s.,  which  was  paid  for  300  cases  for 
October  and  December.  On  the  spot,  market  has  been  quiet 
with  small  sales  of  TN  at  from  177s.  6d.  to  180s.  per  cwt., 
according  to  quality,  but  the  tone  at  the  close  is  much 
brisker.  500  cases  selling  to-day. 

Spices. — Moderate  supplies  were  offered  at  auction,  for 
which  a  slow  demand  was  experienced.  Of  Ginger  298  bags 
and  10  cases  Cochin  and  Calicut  were  offered,  and  all  bought 
in,  comprising  bold  but  wormy  and  scraped  at  65s.  ;  washed 
rough,  dull  medium,  and  small  rather  wormy  at  22s.,  and 
D  rough  rather  lean  at  18s.  100  bags  Japan  were  offered 
and  bought  in  at  18s.  No  Singapore  Pepper  was  offered  at 
auction.  Of  218  bags  Aleppy  175  sold  at  steady  rates,  fair 
heavy  at  5j|c7.  Privately  the  market  is  unchanged,  little  busi- 
ness having  occurred.  On  the  spot  fair  Singapore  quoted  5|c/. 
value.  At  auction  20  cases  White  Pepper  and  60  bags  Singa- 
pore offered  and  bought  in,  fine  (in  cases)  at  Is.,  and  good  at 
'9jc/. ;  34  bags  Ceylon  offered  and  sold,  good  at  8|c?.,  fair  at 
7Jc7.  to  8d.  Privately  the  demand  continues  unimportant. 
On  the  spot  fair  Singapore  is  quoted  8-^d.,  and  fair  Penang 
8c/.  For  arrival  Singapore  August-October  shipment  quoted 
S-jig-d.  value,  c.  f.  and  i.,  delivered  weight.  Pimento  was  not 
represented  in  auction,  and  privately  the  market  is  quiet  at 
2^d.  for  fair.  Nutmegs  and  Mace  were  steady.  In  auction 
296  bales  of  Zanzibar  Cloves  offered,  of  which  236  sold,  in- 
cluding fair  at  5§c/.  Privately  300  bales  sold,  fair  to  good 
Zanzibar  5§c/.  to  5§c/.,  also  August-October  delivery  5§c/., 
October-December  done  at  5-|%c/.  Good  large  red  Japanese 
Chillies  were  bought  in  at  35s.,  and  17  bags  Spanish  Capsi- 
cums sold  at  55s.  for  large  picked  red. 

Strophanthus. — Genuine  Kombe  can  be  now  had 
at  4s.  3c/.  per  lb. 

Turpentine. — The  following  interesting  exports  are  from 
a  British  Consular  report  on  the  trade  of  Savannah  : — 


Poit 

1902 

1903 

1904 

Savannah  (gals. ) 

Brunswick  (casks) 
Wilmington  (casks) 
Wilmington  (brls.  crude) 

12,352,333 
71,186 
19,021 
23,842 

12,000,000 
32,528 
16,476 
26,845 

3,577,294 
26,691 
17,700 
33,673 

London  Drug  Auctions. 


The  following  table  shows  the 
sold  : 


Offered 

Sold 

...    11  .. 

.  0 

...     2  .. 

.  2 

Aloes — 

58  .. 

.  7 

43  .. 

.  43 

19  .. 

.  19 

Annatto-seed  .. 

...     4  .. 

.  0 

Antimony  ( J  ap. ) 

...  34  .. 

.  *34 

Balsam  Tolu 

...    24  .. 

0 

Benzoin — 

2  .. 

.  2 

106  .. 

67 

Bird-lime  (Jap.) 

...    25  .. 

0 

,.    12  .. 

.  1 

quantity  of  drugs 

offerc 

d  and 

Offered 

Sold 

10 

..  0 

Cannabis  indica  .. 

.  18 

..  1 

30 

..  16 

Cascara  sagrada  .. 

.  190 

..  190 

12 

..  0 

50 

..  18 

17 

..  17 

7 

..  0 

Cuttle-fish  bone  .. 

.  100 

..  0 

50 

..  50 

59 

..  59 

Dragon's-blood  .. 

.  27 

..  5 

.  10 

..  0 

Galls   

2 

..  2 

Offered 

Gamboge    7  .. 

Guaiacum   8  .. 

Gentian   70  .. 

Houey — 

Jamaica   83  .. 

Ipecacuanha — 

Cartagena   1  .. 

Minas   3  .. 

Rio(MattoGrosso)  14  .. 

Jalap   26  .. 

Kamala   6  .. 

Kola   28  .. 

Lime-juice    27  .. 

Manna    1  .. 

Menthol   20  .. 

Myrrh    25  .. 

Nux  vomica   142  .. 

Oil- 
clove    2  .. 

cod-liver    5  .. 

cinnamon    5  .. 

citronella    25  .. 

lemongrass  ..  ...  25  .. 

peppermint — 

H.G.H   20  .. 

Japanese    10  .. 

Olibanum   10  .. 


Sold 
0 
4 
0 

64 

0 
0 

10 
0 
0 

28 
8 
0 
5 
0 


0 
*5 
0 
0 
0 

20 
0 
10 


Offered  Sold 

Orris    5  ...  5 

Patchouli-leaves...  70  ...  9 

Khatany   14  ...  0 

Rhubarb- 
Chinese    66  ...  11 

Sarsaparilla   14  ...  7 

Scablac    57  ...  0 

Senna  (Tinne- 

velly)  1011  ...  962 

Souarri-nuts   5  ...  5 

Soy   25  ...  0 

Sticklac   15  ...  7 

Tamarinds — 

W.I   58  ...  58 

Wax  (bees') — 

Australian    5  ...  0 

Cape    14  ...  14 

East  Indian   29  ...  0 

Italian    4  ...  4 

Jamaica   21  ...  18 

Madagascar   27  ...  2 

Morocco   19  ...  0 

West  Indian   ...  1  ...  1 

Zanzibar    248  ...  5 

Wax- 
Japanese    50  ...  0 

Zedoary-root    40  ...  0 


40 

Sold  privately. 

Aloes. — Cape  was  Is.  to  2s.  lower,  7  cases  selling  at  25s. 
for  good  bright  hard,  23s.  for  fair,  softish  and  dull,  and 
20s.  6d.  for  ordinary  dull  and  soft,  and  loose  col- 
lected at  18s.  per  cwt.  Another  lot  of  51  cases  was  offered, 
but  buyers  could  not  be  persuaded  into  making  reasonable 
bids.  A  parcel  of  Curacao  aloes  sold  at  considerably  dearer 
prices  for  fine  liver,  50s.  per  cwt.  being  paid  for  2  cases ; 
good  liver  sold  at  34s.  to  35s.,  fair  at  28s.,  dull  liver  at  23s. 
to  26s.,  bright  capey  21s.  to  24s.,  capey  turning  livery  24s., 
dull  livery  and  capey  mixed  20s.,  and  strainings  15s.  per  cwt. 
Nineteen  cases  of  Zanzibar  aloes  sold  without  reserve  at 
from  2s.  6c/.  to  3s.  per  cwt.  for  very  common  liquid  in  tins 
and  cases. 

Antimony. — The  34  cases  Japanese  crude  offered  had  been 
sold  privately. 

Benzoin. — Steady,  and  in  demand.  A  pile  of  21  cases 
Sumatra  sold  without  reserve  at  11.  per  cwt.  for  good 
almondy  seconds ;  20  cases  of  good  fair  sold  at  from 
61.  12s.  6c/.  to  61.  15s.;  middling  sold  at  5/.  10s.,  and  for 
thirds  95s.  per  cwt.  was  paid.  Two  cases  of  common  dark 
Saigon  garblings  sold  without  reserve  at  52s.  per  cwt. 

Buchu. — An  odd  bale  of  fair  round  greenish  stalky  sold 
at  5(7.  per  lb.,  and  for  a  further  10  bales  6c/.  was  wanted. 
Good  green  longs  were  held  at  Is. 

Cannabis  Indica. — Genuine  tops  from  Bombay  were 
limited  at  4s.  and  sittings  at  3s.  per  lb.,  a  case  of  very  stalky 
tops  from  Zanzibar  selling  at  2s.  4c?.  per  lb.  without  reserve. 

Cardamoms. — The  supply  offered  was  exceptionally  small 
and  insufficient  to  test  market  values.  Ceylon  Mysores, 
good  bold  pale  long  and  round  mixed  Is.  4c/.,  medium  pale 
round  11c/.,  small  pale  8^c/.  to  9c/.,  small  specky  7c/..  common 
brown  and  split  6c/.,  seed  10c/.  per  lb. 

Cascara  Sagrada. — A  lot  of  over  190  bags,  weighing  over 
5^  tons,  one-year-old  bark,  in  long  but  dull  quills,  sold 
without  reserve  at  27s.  per  cwt. 

Coca- leaves. — Ceylon  met  with  good  competition,  nine 
cases  of  good  greenish  Ceylon  selling  at  Is.  3ci.  per  lb.,  and 
for  8  packages  of  brownish  leaf  11c/.  to  Is.  was  paid. 

Cuttle-bone  in  large  supply  and  neglected  ;  3c/.  per  lb.  was 
wanted  for  bold  soft  palish  bone. 

Dill-seed. — Steady,  52  bags  East  Indian  selling  at  from 
13s.  3c/.  to  13s.  6c/.  per  cwt. 

Divi  Divi  from  Madras  sold  at  6s.  9c/.  per  cwt. 

Dragon's-blood. — Bather  lower.  Of  ten  cases  good  re- 
boiled  lump  offered  four  cases  sold  cheaply  at  8?.  10s.,  the 
remaining  five  cases  being  bought  in  at  9?. 

Gamboge. — Good  bright  Siam  pipe,  slightly  damp,  was 
bought  in  at  15/.  10s. 

Guaiacum. — Fair,  rather  drossy  block  sold  cheaply  at  5gc?. 
per  lb. 
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Honey. — Jamaica  sold  cheaply,  good  bright  amber  liquid 
in  casks  realising  23s.  6d.,  fair  bright  at  19s.,  and  darkish 
at  16s.  A  pile  of  46  packages  of  common  dark  brown  liquid 
were  disposed  of  at  16s.  to  16s.  6d.  per  cwt.  Three  casks 
dark  brown  thick  sold  at  17s.  per  cwt. 

Ipecacuanha. — Rio  sold  at  steady  prices,  from  5s.  Id.  to 
5s.  2d.  per  lb.  being  paid  for  six  bales  of  ordinary  to  fair 
lean,  5s.  'id.  for  fair  stout,  and  4s.  9d.  to  4s.  lid.  for  sea- 
damaged.  Good  bright  quality  was  not  offered.  Three 
bales  of  fair  native-picked  Minas  were  bought  in. 

Jalap. — For  a  parcel  of  small  to  bold  part  very  wormy 
tuber  4|d.  per  lb.  was  wanted,  the  resin-content  according  to 
Umney's  analysis  being  10.6  per  cent. 

Kamala. — A  new  parcel  partly  consisting  of  good  red  was 
bought  in  at  lOd.  per  lb. 

Kola. — Twenty-eight  packages  of  African  lying  in  Liver- 
pool sold  at  2§d.  per  lb.  for  small  dull  part  wormy. 

Lime-juice. — Eight  puncheons  of  common  raw  Jamaica 
sold  at  from  3d.  to  8d.  per  gal.  without  reserve. 

Menthol. — Lower.  Five  cases  Yazawa  (un worked)  were 
bought  in  at  8s.  6d.  per  lb.,  and  5  cases  Kobayashi  slightly 
blocky  and  partly  off  colour  crystals  sold  without  reserve  at 
from  6s.  6d.  to  7s.  Id.  per  lb. 

Nux  Vomica. — Good  small  to  bold  bright  silky  from 
Malabar  (88  bags)  were  taken  at  8s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  and  for 
36  bags  of  good  bold  pale  13s.  was  wanted. 

Oil,  Lemongrass,  from  Tuticorin,  was  held  at  8^d. 
per  oz. 

Oil,  Peppermint. — Twenty  cases  of  American  H.G.H. 
sold  without  reserve  at  12s.  6d.  per  lb.,  which  is  considered 
a  fair  price.  Previous  to  the  auction  it  was  possible  to  buy 
American  H.G.H.  at  12s.  9d.  per  lb.  London  terms. 

Olibanum.- — Pickings  (four  cases)  sold  without  reserve  at 
23s.  6d.,  and  siftings  at  15s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Orris.- — Five  bags  sea-damaged  Florentine  sold  without 
reserve,  for  account  of  whom  it  may  concern,  at  from  8s.  to 
17s.  per  cwt. 

Rhubarb. — Quiet.  Three  cases  medium  to  bold  round 
horny  High-dried  brought  Q^d.  per  lb.,  an  advance  of  ^d. ; 
the  remaining  23  cases  of  this  pile  were  bought  in  at  10d.,  and 
for  five  cases  small  to  bold  flat  High-dried  with  half  pale 
pinky,  half  grey  and  dark  fracture,  Is.  2d.  was  wanted.  Two 
cases  of  bold  to  very  bold  flat  Shensi,  with  three-quarters 
good  pinky  break,  sold  at  Is.  lid.,  which  figure  was  also  paid 
for  two  cases  of  medium ;  small  flat  ditto  with  nice  break  had 
been  sold  privately,  and  for  two  cases  good  pickings  (round 
and  flat)  Is.  5d.  was  paid.  Arrivals  of  rhubarb  have  been 
freer  of  late,  especially  High-dried  and  Canton. 

Sarsaparilla. — No  grey  Jamaica  was  offered.  Fair  Lima- 
Jamaica  (4  bales)  realised  Is.  Id.  per  lb. ;  5  serons  Honduras 
were  limited  at  Is.  3d. ;  and  for  3  bales  Native  lOd.  was 
paid  for  fair  reddish  to  dull,  being  Id.  dearer. 

Senega. — For  shipment  new  crop  is  quoted  2s.  l^d.  per 
lb.,  c.i.f.,  and  on  the  spot  small  sales  have  been  made  at 
2s.  9d.  net. 

Senna  was  about  the  only  feature  of  interest,  owing  to  the 
considerable  quantity  of  Tinnevelly  leaf  offered.  In  fact 
we  do  not  suppose  that  so  large  quantities  of  the  new  crop 
have  ever  been  offered  before  in  August,  and  this  taken  in 
conjunction  with  the  large,  if  not  almost  record,  crop  of  last 
year,  which  enabled  both  home  and  American  buyers  to 
purchase  heavily,  accounts  for  the  lower  prices  which  were 
accepted  at  to-day's  sale.  Common  leaf,  which  at  the  com- 
mencement of  last  season  realised  2d.  to  2^d.,  sold  to-day  at 
l^d.  per  lb. ;  the  bulk  of  the  offerings  consisted  of  this 
description.  A  few  boldish  to  bold  leaves  were  offered,  and 
these  were  strongly  competed  for,  up  to  3^d.  per  lb.  being 
paid,  and  for  one  lot  of  nice  green  colour  b^d.  per  lb.  was 
paid.   Pods  were  unchanged  at  Id.  to  l\d. 

Souarri  Nuts. — Five  barrels  from  Demerara  sold  at  10s. 
per  cwt. 

Sticklac- — Good  clean  free  from  stick  was  held  at  150s., 
and  for  7  bags  small  woody  from  Madras  65s.  was  paid. 

Tamarinds. — Fair  fresh  Antigua  of  new  crop,  in  bond, 
realised  from  13s.  to  13s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Wax,  Bees'. — Jamaica  sold  firm  prices,  11.  15s.  per  cwt. 
being  paid  for  4  packages  good  bright  pale  yellow,  and  for 


a  further  14  packages  from  11.  12s.  6d.  to  11.  lis.  6d.  was  paid 
for  dark  to  good.  A  case  of  good  pale  yellow  to  dark 
Antigua  sold  at  11.,  and  for  four  bags  of  good  red  Italian 
11.  subject  was  paid.  Good  bright  Cape  sold  readily.  14 
packages  being  taken  at  11.  5s.  per  cwt.  A  string  of  141  bales 
Zanzibar  was  held  at  11.  for  fine  pale  even  brown,  and  for 

2  cases  of  good  pale  11.  was  paid,  and  6?.  12s.  6d.  subject  cov 

3  blocks  of  dark  brown.  Pale  brown  to  dark,  part  slightly 
drossy,  Madagascar,  was  limited  at  11. ;  good  pipe  at  11.  also, 
and  for  dark  wormy  a  bid  of  61.  12s.  6d.  is  to  be  submitted, 
and  for  2  bags  of  fair,  yellow  Mozambique,  61.  15s.  was 
paid.  Australian  was  held  at  11.  5s.,  and  dull  bleached 
Calcutta  at  11.  Is.  6d. 

Wax,  Japanese. — Privately  business  has  been  done  for 
August-September  shipment  at  52s.  6d.,  c.i.f.,  but  55s.  6d. 
is  now  asked  for  September-October  shipment.  On  the  spot 
holders  now  ask  55s.,  an  advance  of  2s.  6d. 

Arrivals. 

The  following  are  among  the  arrivals  of  drugs  and  chemicals 
at  the  principal  U.K.  ports  from  July  27  to  August  2,  in- 
clusive:  Acid,  acetic  (@  Rotterdam),  14;  acid,  carbolic, 
xtals.  34  dms. ;  acid,  citric  (@  Bordeaux),  57  ;  annatto  seed 
(@  Madras),  4  ;  antimony  (@  Shanghai),  446  cs. ;  argol  (@ 
Bordeaux),  191 ;  arsenic  (@  Oporto),  162 ;  benzoin  (@  Singa- 
pore), 103  cs. ;  bleaching-powder  (@  Treport),  12  ;  camphor 
(@  Havre),  275  cs.  ;  cardamoms,  (@  Colombo)  41,  (@  Bombay) 
13  cs.,  (@  Madras)  15;  cinchona,  (@  Cartagena)  88,  (@  Lis- 
bon) 60;  colocynth  (@  Persia),  12;  coriander,  (@  Coconada) 
149,  (@  Bombay)  200;  cumin-seed  (@  Mazagan),  100; 
dragon's  blood  (@  Singapore),  17 ;  fenugreek-seed  (@  Bom- 
bay), 167  bgs. ;  galls  (@  Persia),  127 ;  gamboge  (@  Singapore), 
7  cs. ;  gentian,  (@  Marseilles)  20,  (@  Santander)  65 ;  ginger, 
(@  Jamaica)  49,  (@  Bombay)  122;  gum  arabic  (@  Bombay), 
100;  honey  (@  Jamaica),  17;  insect-powder  (@  Trieste),  32; 
lime-juice  (@  Dominica),  82;  liquorice  (@  Busreh),  30  bis.; 
menthol,  (@  Yokohama)  10  in  tr.,  (@  Kobe)  10;  nux  vomica, 
(@  Cochin)  106,  (@  Marseilles)  170;  oil,  camphor,  (@  Kobe) 
10  cs.,  (@  Havre)  100  ;  oil,  castor  (@  Antwerp),  24  brls. ;  oil, 
lemongrass  (@  Calicut),  4  ;  oil,  peppermint  (@  Havre),  10  cs. ; 
oils,  essential,  (@  Hong  Kong)  10  cs.,  (@  Messina)  57;  opium 
(@  Marseilles),  24;  phosphorus  (@  Montreal),  135  cs.  ;  potash 
chlorate  (@  Gothenburg),  50;  quillaia  (@  Hamburg),  156; 
soda  crystals  (@  Terneuzen),  320;  rhubarb  (@  Shanghai), 
60  cs.  ;  sandalwood  (@  Madras),  77 ;  sandarac  (@  Mogador),  86  ; 
soy  (@  Hong  Kong),  100 ;  sulphur  (@  Catania),  1,386  pkgs.  ; 
tartar  (@  Bordeaux),  55 ;  turmeric  (@  Calcutta),  750 ;  tur- 
pentine (@  Bordeaux),  150  ;  vanilla  (@  Ceylon),  7  cs. ;  wax, 
bees',  (@  Mogador)  11,  (@  Jamaica)  15;  wax,  carnauba 
(@  Hamburg),  33.  The  following  drugs,  chemicals,  etc.,  have 
arrived  at  the  principal  ports  of  the  United  Kingdom  from 
August  3  to  9:  Acid,  acetic  (@  Fredikstad),  139;  aloes 
(@  Mossel  Bay),  20;  aniseed  (@  Konigsberg),  35;  arsenic 
(@  Oporto),  20 ;  benzoin  (@  Penang),  30 ;  bromine  (@  Ham- 
burg), 100  cs. ;  cardamoms  (@  Colombo),  13;  cinchona,  (@ 
Chili)  18,  (@  Colombo)  87;  citrate  of  lime  (@  Palermo),  45; 
coca  leaves  (@  Ceylon),  32;  cream  of  tartar  (@  Bordeaux), 
146;  dragons'  blood  (@  Penang),  10;  egg  yolk  (@  Shanghai). 

24  cks.  ;  ginger  (@  Jamaica),  26;  glycerin,  (@  Cape  Town) 
147  drms.,  (@  Melbourne)  39 ;  guinea  grains  (@  W.  C.  Africa), 
13;  gum  arabic  (@  Suez),  132;  honey,  (@  Chili)  218,  (@ 
Dieppe)  25,  (©Jamaica)  14;  iodine  (©Chili),  72;  ipecacuanha 
(@  Monte  Video),  15;  menthol  (@  Yokohama),  15;  oil, 
eucalyptus  (@  Adelaide),  20;  oil,  lemongrass  (@  Tuticorin), 

25  cs. ;  opium  (@  Marseilles),  115;  orris  (@  Leghorn),  20; 
roots  (@  Marseilles),  177 ;  seedlac  (@  Madras),  50 ;  senna, 
(@  Alexandria)  85,  (@  Tuticorin)  215  ;  wax,  bees'.  (@  W.  C. 
Africa)  21,  (@  Mogador)  25,  (@  New  York)  40  cs.,  (@  Aus- 
tralia) 23  pkgs.  ;  wine-lees  (@  Marseilles),  498. 

The  following  drugs  and  chemicals  have  arrived  at  the 
principal  ports  of  the  United  Kingdom  from  August  10  to  14, 
inclusive  :  Aloes  (@  Mossel  Bay),  60 ;  arrowroot  (@  St.  Vin- 
cent), 600  bxs. ;  acid,  boric  (@  Leghorn),  26 ;  acid,  citric 
(@  Bordeaux),  20;  ergot  (@  Hamburg),  17;  eupl.orbium 
(@  Saffi),  32;  galls  (@  Bombay),  100;  gum,  unenumerated 
(@  Alexandria),  120;  honey  (@  Jamaica),  36;  kola  (@ 
Grenada),  40;  lime-juice  (@  Dominica),  79;  oil,  cod-liver 
(@  Aalesund),  22;  oil,  lime  (@  Dominica),  7  cs. ;  opium  ((§) 
Constantinople),  67  cs. ;  pot.  chlor.  (@  Treport),  60;  pot. 
permang.  (@  Hamburg),  30;  quicksilver  (@  Leghorn),  100; 
sandarac  (@  Mogador),  22 ;  sassafras  roots  (@  Baltimore), 
134;  sticklac  (@  Havre),  73;  tartar  (@  Barcelona).  96; 
thorium  nitrate  (@  Flushing).  50;  turmeric  (@  Bombay).  58; 
wax,  bees',  (@  Bombav)  15  cs.,  (@  Saffi)  6;  wine-lees, 
(@  Algiers)  645,  (@  Palermo)  286.   


The  exports  of  glycerin  from  Barcelona  during  1904 
amounted  to  1,027  tons,  against  1,853  tons  and  2,991  tons  in 
1903  and  1902  respectively. 
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IRolUng  Stones  in  pbarmac^ 

By  One  of  Them. 


AN  ancient  saying  tells  us  that  ' '  A  rolling  stone  gathers 
no  moss "  but  in  contradiction  to  this  another  says 
"Experience  teaches  all  things";  and  since  experience  is 
the  open  sesame  of  many  good  posts  in  pharmacy  it  would 
seem  that  the  chemist's  assistant,  by  becoming  the  much 
abused  "  rolling  stone"  in  following  the  teaching  of  the  latter 
proverb,  will  disprove  the  theory  of  the  former  by  gathering 
abundant  moss  of  experience.  To  that  stay-at-home  assis- 
tant who  never  gets,  or  seems  to  desire  to  get,  beyond  the 
narrow  circle  of  his  own  acquaintance,  a  few  words  on  the 
life  of  a  chemist's  assistant  in  Baluchistan  may  not  prove 
altogether  uninteresting  and  may  be  the  means  of  develop- 
ing in  him  a  desire  to  travel  and  see  things  for  himself. 

From  the  beginning  of  my  career  in  pharmacy  I  have 
been  constantly  on  the  move.  Commencing  my  apprentice- 
ship in  the  North  of  Scotland,  the  third  year  found  me  in 
the  North  of  England  in  the  capacity  of  improver.  My 
post  being  one  of  the  one-horse  variety,  I  was  left  a  good 
deal  to  myself,  and  was  consequently  compelled  to  rely  con- 
siderably on  my  own  resources,  thereby  stimulating  and 
developing  confidence  in  myself — circumstances  which  I 
think  are  in  every  way  beneficial  to  the  embryo  pharmacist. 
After  about  eighteen  months  I  began  to  feel  that  I  had 
gained  all  the  experience  I  was  likely  to  get  in  that  situa- 
tion, so  I  looked  for  pastures  new.  In  a  short  time 
I  had  transported  myself  and  my  thirst  for  knowledge  to 
Liverpool,  where  I  gained  wide  experience  and  good  train- 
ing. The  business  was  quick  cash  retail  coupled  with 
fairly  good  dispensing.  I  remained  there  three  years 
almost,  when  once  again  the  nomadic  spirit  took  possession 
of  me.  This  time  the  desire  was  to  get  into  a  store  for 
the  matter  of  six  months  or  so  and  gain  a  store  experience. 
Some  chemists,  who  in  the  twentieth  century  would  like 
to  impress  their  juniors  with  an  eighteenth-century  con- 
ception of  pharmacy,  will  no  doubt  pooh-pooh  the  idea  of 
any  gain  accruing  from  such  a  change,  and  urge  their 
juniors  by  all  means  to  avoid  the  stores.  "  Once  the  stores, 
always  the  stsres  "  they  will  say  with  gravity  sufficient  to 
put  a  judge  to  shame ;  but  I  utterly  fail  to  see  any  reason 
in  that  notion.  To  the  young  assistant,  desirous  of  gaining 
that  all-round  experience  so  much  in  demand,  I  urge  six 
months  in  a  quick  cash  store  business  as  a  means  towards 
that  end.  As  London  seemsd  to  offer  the  widest  field  for 
store  experience,  to  London  I  went.  The  change  was  not 
in  vain,  though  I  had  to  work  long  hours  and  hard.  While 
thus  engaged  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  I  had  seen 
most  sides  of  the  business  of  a  chemist  and  druggist  as  fol- 
lowed in  England,  and  a  vacancy  occurring  out  here  in 
India  I  applied  for  it  and  was  successful.  Here,  indeed, 
were  pastures  new.  The  stone  was  about  to  roll  once 
again.  It  would  be  strange  indeed  if,  at  a  distance  of 
8,000  miles  from  home,  a  stranger  in  a  strange  land  amongst 
a  stranger  people,  I  did  not  find  something  entirely  new, 
see  pharmacy  in  an  entirely  new  aspect,  and,  generally 
speaking,  "  bring  grist  to  my  mill."   Surely  I  would  not 

Come  out 
By  the  same  door  as  in  I  went. 

Accordingly,  leaving  all  my  friends  behind  me,  I  took  the 
initial  step  on  this  new  path  of  my  life  by  sailing  from 
Tilbury.  At  eight  in  the  morning  of  the  fifth  day  out  we 
reached  Gibraltar,  where  we  were  allowed  to  go  ashore  for 
four  hours.  From  the  Bay  the  Rock  certainly  looks  very 
stern  and  imposing.  In  the  town  itself,  which  consists  prac- 
tically of  one  street,  things  seemed  to  move  rather  slowly. 
The  native  shops  have  a  tempting  array  of  curios  of  all  kinds. 
I  went  into  a  chemist's,  and  here  I  found  that  same  spirit 
of  take-things-easy  prevailing.  One  thing  which  impressed 
me  not  a  little  was  the  large  stock  of  B.  W.  &  Co.'s  goods 
displayed.  Our  next  port  of  call  was  Marseilles,  and  I 
found  it  to  be  a  most  interesting  place,  the  wide  streets 
with  their  shady  boulevards  and  high  buildings  on  either 
side  forming  a  striking  contrast  to  London  streets.  The 
voyage  from  Marseilles  to  Port  Said  was  a  perfect  pleasure 
trip.  We  passed  through  the  Strait  of  Messina  at  night 
when,  for  our  especial  benefit,  Stromboli  flared  up  twice, 


shooting  a  great  tongue  of  flame  up  into  the  air,  and  with 
the  surrounding  darkness  as  a  background  the  mountain 
formed  a  magnificent  sight.  The  less  said  about  Port  Said 
the  better.  With  the  Suez  Canal  I  was  very  much  dis- 
appointed ;  a  narrow  strip  of  water  with  nothing  but  sand, 
sand,  sand  on  each  side  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach.  A 
melancholy  place  indeed.  At  Aden  we  were  not  permitted 
to  go  ashore,  nor  were  we  in  the  least  degree  sorry,  for  a  more 
uninviting  spot  it  would  be  difficult  to  find,  looking  for  all 
the  world  like  a  huge  cinder.  From  Aden  to  Bombay  we 
experienced  rather  rough  weather,  as  the  monsoons  had  just 
commenced,  but  by  far  the  worst  part  of  my  sea  journey  had 
yet  to  come ;  that  from  Bombay  to  Karachi.  This  was  done 
in  a  comparatively  small  local  steamer.  I  remained  all 
night  at  Karachi,  but  having  to  proceed  by  train  for  up- 
country  early  the  next  morning  I  had  no  opportunity  of 
seeing  round  the  place.  The  railway  journey  from  Karachi 
I  have  no  desire  to  again  perform  for  some  time  to  come,  at 
any  rate  during  the  summer.  The  heat  was  positively  un- 
bearable. From  10  a.m.  to  4  p.m.  the  thermometer  remained 
steadily  between  100°  and  110°  F.  inside  the  railway 
carriage.  Added  to  this  I  made  the  not  by  any  means 
welcome  acquaintance  of  mosquitos  and  sandflies,  who  paid 
me  marked  attention. 

Now,  away  up  here  in  the  hills  of  Baluchistan,  I  have 
once  more  come  to  rest  for  a  spell.  We  are  situated  in 
a  long  valley  with  rugged,  barren,  sun-parched  mountains 
encircling  us.  Climate  all  that  can  be  desired,  a  little 
dry  and  hot  in  the  summer,  but  in  the  winter  beautifully 
brisk  and  bracing.  It  may  seem  odd  to  people  at  home 
if  I  say  we  have  plenty  of  snow  in  the  winter,  but  they 
must  consider  that,  though  in  India,  we  are  situated 
7,000  feet  above  sea-level. 

As  to  pharmacy  here,  unless  one  is  prepared  to  turn 
his  hand  to  many  things  other  than  drugs,  to  the  selling 
of  side-lines  not  generally  considered  to  be  chemists'  side- 
lines at  home,  he  had  better  stay  at  home  than  venture 
forth  as  a  chemist's  assistant  in  this  land  of  everlasting 
sunshine.  For  the  business  of  a  chemist  and  druggist  in 
Baluchistan  comprises  much  more  than  the  title  indicates. 
Some  little  description  of  the  external  appearance  of 
the  pharmacy  may  not  be  out  of  place.  It  forms  a  striking 
contrast  to  the  usual  shop  front  at  home,  where  every 
attention  is  given  to  having  an  attractive  window.  Here 
we  have  no  window  at  all — that  is  to  say,  no  window  for 
the  display  of  goods.  On  each  side  of  the  door  we  have 
a  dome-shaped  stained-glass  window  to  light  the  shop. 
The  front  consists  of  a  series  of  arches  like  what  at  home 
we  call  a  piazza.  Opposite  to  the  centre  arch  is  the  door 
or  main  entrance,  where  in  place  of  the  usual  glass  door 
of  many  home  pharmacies  a  native-made  matting  hangs 
suspended,  which  most  effectively  serves  the  double  pur- 
pose of  keeping  the  dust  out  and  letting  any  breeze  in. 
The  interior  is  of  square  formation.  At  the  back,  in 
front  of  you  as  j&a  enter,  is  the  dispensing  department; 
on  the  right  are  cases  with  the  usual  array  of  well-known 
patent  medicines;  at  one  end  of  the3e  is  a  B.  W.  &  Co.'s 
case  with  a  display  of  their  goods ;  while  at  the  other  end 
is  an  equally  attractive  display  of  P.  D.  &  Co.'s  speciali- 
ties. On  the  left  is  another  row  of  cases  containing 
stationery,  sundries,  cigars,  cigarettes,  etc.  The  front  of 
the  dispensing  counter  forms  cases  displaying  perfumes, 
toilet-requisites,  and  native  and  English  silver  goods, 
while  about  the  floor  are  displayed  artists'  materials, 
sparklets,  and  sundry  articles.  Passing  through  the  shop 
to  the  back  we  come  to  the  godowns,  or  stock-rooms. 
Here,  also,  we  have  a  large  mineral-water  factory,  where 
we  turn  out  several  hundred  dozen  different  kinds  of 
waters  daily. 

As  to  the  hours  of  business,  we  are  not  much  better  off 
than  at  home.  The  shop  is  opened  at  7.30  a.m.  and  closed 
at  7.30  p.m.,  with  two  hours  off  for  meals.  Saturday 
afternoon  off  and  half  of  Sunday. 

The  style  of  doing  business  altogether  differs  from  the 
home  style.  It  -s  dene  mostly  by  order-forms  supplied  in 
books  by  the  chemist  to  his  customers.  The  customer  sends 
his  order  by  his  servant,  who  either  waits  for  the  goods 
or  we  send  them  on.  This  method  might  be  adopted  with 
considerable  advantage  by  home  chemists  in  suburban 
residential  districts.  Many  orders  might  thereby  be 
received  which  under  other  circumstances  would  go  to  the 
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opposition  side  or  to  the  stores.  Besides,  the  order-forms 
can  be  made  a  means  of  advertising  the  chemist's  nostrums, 
and  in  the  end  might  come  cheaper  and  even  more  effective 
than  the  much-circulated  and  little-read  handbill  on  which 
so  many  of  the  fraternity,  with  more  or  less  success, 
expend  their  advertising  capital  and  ingenuity. 

In  the  dispensing  and  drug  department  those  at  home 
would  be  prone  to  think  that  only  the  common  every-day 
drugs  would  be  in  demand,  but  this  is  by  no  means  the  case, 
for  the  very  latest  drugs  and  fine  chemicals  are  in  every- 
day use.  Up  here,  away,  one  might  almost  say,  from 
civilisation,  that  there  should  be  a  demand  for  any  particular 
firm's  manufacture  of  drugs  seems  rather  out  of  place,  yet 


Zhe  Mart)  family 

THE  portraits  here  given  are  those  of  Mr.  Moses  Ward 
and  his  pharmaceutical  relatives,  settled  in  Australia. 
Mr.  Moses  Ward,  J. P.,  chemist  and  dentist,  was  born  at 
Landkey,  near  Barnstaple,  Devonshire,  in  1828,  and  was 
apprenticed  at  the  North  Devon  Infirmary,  Barnstaple. 
After  completing  his  apprenticeship  he  remained  as  dis- 
penser and  dresser  for  twelve  years,  and  was  at  one  time  a 
recipient  fron  the  townsfolk  of  an  inscribed  time- 
piece and  a  purse  of  100  guineas.  Mr.  Ward  opened 
a  business   at  Barnstaple,   but  in   1862   sold   out  and 


Top  Row  :  C.  H.  Ward,  J.  W.  Ward,  G.  W.  Ward. 
Bottom  Row  :  J.  R.  Ward,  Moses  Ward,  G.  A.  Ward. 


the  natives  seem  to  have  an  unbounded  faith  in  Parke,  Davis 
&  Co.'s  drugs.  They  ask  for  P.,  D.  &  Co.'s  this,  that,  and 
the  next  thing,  and  will  not  be  put  off  with  any  other  make. 
Next,  and  almost  equal  in  popularity,  come  Burroughs 
Wellcome  &  Co. 

We  do  a  lot  of  business  with  out-stations,  from  which 
there  is  always  a  demand  for  every  kind  of  drug  and 
patent  medicine,  not  excluding  quinine  pills  and  sandal- 
wood oil.  This  is  all  done  on  the  C.O.D.,  or,  as  it  is  called 
here,  the  V.P.P.  (value  payable  post)  system,  which  is  of 
real  advantage  in  this  country,  where  one  has  very  probably 
to  send  three  or  four  hundred  miles  to  get  what  one  wants. 
Though  the  V.P.P.  is  practically  essential  to  India,  I  should 
not  like  to  recommend  it  for  home,  where  large  towns  are 
not  so  far  apart,  and  any  local  dealer  can  quickly  procure 
what  his  customer  wants. 

The  Canadian  Trade  and  Commerce  Department  is  advised 
by  its  agent  in  South  Africa  that  there  are  fine  chances  for 
soap  manufacturers  to  obtain  a  good  market  for  their  product 
in  Cape  Colony.  Most  of  the  imports  to  the  Cape  are  now 
received  from  England  and  Belgium 


went  to  Brisbane.  There  a  successful  business  career 
was  begun,  which  is,  now  that  Mr.  Ward  has 
retired,  carried  on  by  his  sons,  Mr.  J.  W.  Ward  and  Mr. 
G.  W.  Ward.  Mr.  C.  H.  Ward,  of  Warwick,  is  Mr. 
Moses  Ward's  eldest  son.  He  was  for  six  years  dispenser  at 
Brisbane  Hospital,  and  has  been  for  over  twenty  years  in 
business  in  Warwick.  His  assistant  is  Mr.  J.  R.  Ward,  a. 
second  cousin.  Mr.  J.  W.  Ward,  J. P.,  was  born  in  1873, 
and  was  educated  in  England  and  Tasmania.  He  was 
apprenticed  to  his  father,  and  passed  his  Final  at  Brisbane 
in  1897.  He  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Council  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Queensland  in  1901,  and  last. 
August  was  elected  President.  Mr.  G.  W.  Ward, 
his  brother  and  partner,  was  born  in  1876,  and  was- 
educated  at  Hobart.  He  was  apprenticed  to  his  father, 
and  passed  his  Final  in  1899.  Mr.  G.  A.  Ward,  of  Waver 
ley,  is  a  nephew  of  Mr.  Moses  Ward,  and  was  appren- 
ticed to  Mr.  C.  H.  Ward,  of  Warwick.  We  take  these 
particulars  from  "The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  Austral- 
asia," and  should  be  glad  if  anyone  can  give  us  other 
instances  of  large  families  of  pharmacists. 
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m>ore  fllMnor  Experiences. 

A  Corner  for  Students'  prizeman  (136/49)  supplies  this 
account  of  what  he  did  at  Galen  Place  : 

Chemistry  was  the  first  subject.  I  was  given  (1)  a  mixture 
of  two  carbonates,  and  told  to  identify  the  metals  present, 
then  to  prepare  a  pure  crystalline  specimen  of  the  nitrate  of 
one  of  them.  (2)  By  means  of  pure  AgNO.  I  had  to  find  the 
percentage  of  HCN  in  a  solution  provided.  I  was  not  long 
in  finding  the  two  metals.  They  were  load  and  sodium. 
With  the  remainder  of  the  salt  I  proceeded  to  wash  away  the 
soluble  sodium  carbonate  by  means  of  hot  water.  When  the 
filtrate  gave  no  indication  of  a  carbonate,  the  portion  on 
the  filter  was  dissolved  in  dilute  nitric  acid,  evaporated  down, 
and  left  to  crystallise.'  Whilst  the  carbonates  were  being 
washed  I  did  the  estimation  of  the  HCN.  This  I  found  to  be 
approximately  2  per  cent.  In  the  afternoon  I  went  to  dis- 
pensing. Mr.  Stamp  was  examiner,  and  I  found  him  most 
courteous  and  obliging.    The  paper  I  had  was  as  follows : 

Syr.  for.  iodid   100  gr. 

(jj.  t.d.s.  ex  aqua. 

Mag.  carb.    gr.  v 

Sodii  bicarb  gr.  vij. 

Pulv.  rhei    gr.  iij. 

Ft.  cachet.    Mitte  vj. 

Acid,  arsenios  gr. 

Ext.  nuc.  vom   gr.  i 

Fer.  redact   gr.  14 

Ft.  pil.  parv.    Tales  xij.  Silver. 

Ung.  belladon   Xij. 

Nocte  utend. 

Blister  for  right  ear. 

I  got  permission  to  make  the  B.P.  quantity  of  ung.  bella- 
donnse.  This  saved  a  lot  of  calculation,  and  I  was  able  to  do 
all  the  articles  on  the  paper  in  the  time  allowed. 

In  two  or  three  days  I  received  word  to  attend  the  oral 
examination.  My  first  subject  was  chemistry.  The  examiner 
first  asked  how  I  should  prepare  ammonia  gas.  Had  I  ever 
collected  any?  "Yes."  What  method  did  you  employ? 
"  Upward  displacement."  Could  it  be  collected  over  mer- 
cury? "Yes."  Have  you  ever  made  prussic  acid  ?  "Yes." 
Ever  collected  it?  "No."  Is  pure  HCN  a  gas  or  a  liquid? 
"Gas."  Does  a  solution  of  it  keep  well?  "No."  Why? 
"  Because  it  is  volatile,  and  is  hydrolysed  by  water."  What 
does  it  form?  "Ammonium  formate."  Give  formula  of 
formic  acid  and  preparation.  Why  do  you  say  H.COOH  and 
not  HsCOa  ?  I  told  him  the  two  hydrogens  are  in  different 
states  of  combination,  one  being  more  easily  replaced  by 
metals.  Which  one  ?  "  The  one  in  combination  with  oxygen 
as  hydroxyl."  Is  C2H5OH  acted  on  by  metals?  I  told  him 
sodium  would  replace  the  hydrogen  and  form  C2H5ONa. 
What  other  body  is  formed  if  water  be  present?  "NaOH." 
I  had  next  to  state  Avogadro's  hypothesis  and  mention  what 
important  bearing  this  had  on  chemistry.  Had  I  ever  taken  a 
vapour-density?  "Yes."  What  method  did  you  employ? 
"Victor  Meyer's."  Then  I  had  to  give  a  minute  description 
of  this  method.  How  is  PH3  made  ?  This  being  answered, 
I  was  asked  if  I  knew  of  a  similar  combination  of  hydrogen 
with  arsenic.  "Yes,  AsH,."  Give  its  preparation.  What 
happens  when  a  cold  vessel  is  depressed  in  the  flame  of  burn- 
ing hydrogen,  containing  AsH3  ?  "  Arsenium  is  deposited." 
How  is  this  distinguished  from  antimony  obtained  in  the 
same  way  ?  "  By  its  ready  solubility  in  solution  of  chlorin- 
ated lime."  What  happens  to  the  AsH3  when  no  cold  dish  is 
depressed  in  the  flame?  "Forms  HjO  and  As.O«."  Why  do 
you  say  As..O?  and  not  As203?  I  told  him,  and  a  few  more 
similar  questions  finished  the  examination  in  chemistry. 

In  materia  medica  I  had  Mr.  Marsden  for  examiner.  I  was 
able  to  recognise  all  the  specimens  shown.  These  were  :  Bella- 
donna-root. What  are  the  alkaloids  present,  and  percent- 
age ?  I  had  also  to  name  all  official  preparations  of  bella- 
donna, and  give  their  strengths.  Belladonna  and  henbane 
leaves.  What  percentage  of  alkaloids  present,  and  what 
B.P.  preparations  made  from  them  ?  Grindelia — is  it  robusta 
or  squarrosa  ?  Stramonium-leaves,  jalap.  Give  active  prin- 
ciple. How  distinguish  jalap  resin  from  scammony  resin  and 
Tampico  jalap  resin  ?  Pellitory-root :  what  is  the  active- 
principle  ?  Gentian-root,  dandehon-root,  aconite-leaves,  and 
a  few  others. 

On  gaining  my  seat,  however,  I  remembered  I  had  said 
pelletierine  is  the  active  principle  of  pellitory  root,  which  of 
course  was  wrong.  I  did  not  have  long  to  meditate  over  this, 
as  I  was  soon  called  to  botany  with  Mr.  Potter.  This  con- 
sisted of  very  few  questions.  There  were  two  slides  to 
recognise ;  one  was  a  transverse  section  of  a  monoeotyledo- 
nous  stem,  the  other  a  section  of  what  I  thought  was  a  dicoty- 
ledonous water  plant  with  very  large  cortex.  Some  questions 
were  asked  on  cambium.    Had  I  seen  dicots.  without  cam- 


bium ?  I  mentioned  that  this  being  a  water  plant  which  is  sub- 
merged, there  would  be  no  need  of  any  further  development 
of  wood,  and  all  the  cambium  would,  at  an  early  stage,  bo 
transformed  into  permanent  tissue.  I  was  asked  to  explain 
how  the  air  gets  into  the  tissues  of  submerged  plants.  What 
is  necessary  for  the  growth  of  seeds?  "Warmth,  moisture, 
and  air."  What  is  tne  air  for?  "  To  supply  the  oxygen  for 
respiration." 

My  next  subject  was  prescription-reading.  I  was  shown  the 
following  and  told  to  comment  upon  it : 

Acid,  arsenios.    gr.  ij. 

Hyd.  iodid.  rub  gr.  xx. 

Make  into  100  pills. 

_  Another  prescription  was  shown,  in  which  10  minims  of 
liq.  trinitrin.  were  ordered  for  a  dose.  This  had  to  bo  noted. 
Then  followed  a  prescription  in  English  which  had  to  bo 
translated  into  full  Latin.  The  directions  were  "  The  gargle. 
To  be  used  three  times  a  day,  as  directed."  After  reading 
four  or  five  autograph  prescriptions,  which  were  fairly  well 
written,  and  checking  a  few  more  over-doses,  I  was  requested 
to  go  and  sit  down. 

My  last  subject^ was  pharmacy.  The  examiner's  first  ques- 
tion, "What  is  a  water-bath?  "  set  me  at  ease.  I  had  then 
to  recognise  pil.  rhei  co.  in  mass,  and  give  its  composition. 
How  is  ext.  oelladon.  liq.  made  ?  I  was  next  asked  the 
strengths  of  the  tincture  and  liquid  extract  of  opium,  and 
nearly  all  the  preparations  of  belladonna.  Name  the  official 
soaps.  What  is  hard  soap  chemically  ?  Curd  soap  ?  Soft 
soap  ?  What  precautions  would  you  take  in  selling  lauda- 
num ?  What  extra  precautions  in  selling  poisons  in  Part  I. 
of  the  Schedule  ?  Give  preparation  of  ung.  zinci  oleatis. 
A  few  more  questions  of  a  similar  nature  finished  this  subject. 

Two  or  three  minutes'  rest  on  the  form,  then  followed  the 
usual  presidential  congratulations  and  handshaking. 


<3a3ette. 


The  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  and  1890. 

Receiving  Oedeb. 
Crocker,  George,  Chryssell  Road,  Brixton,  S.W.,  chemist. 

Adjudication. 
Marks,  John,  Houndsditch,  E.C.,  sponge  importer. 


TObere  to  ©tut^. 


The  Following  Educational  Institutions  are  advertising 
in  this  issue : 

South  London  School  of  Pharmacy,  325  Kennington  Road, 
S.E. 

Westminster  College  of  Chemistry,  Trinity  Square, 
Borough,  S.E. 

Metropolitan  College  of  Pharmacy,  160  and  162  Kenning- 
ton Park  Road,  S.E. 

London  College  of  Chemistry,  323  Clapham  Road,  S.W. 

Liverpool  School  of  Pharmacy,  6  Sandon  Terrace,  Upper 
Duke  Street,  Liverpool. 

Royal  Dispensary,  21  West  Richmond  Street,  Edinburgh. 


A  Cuee  fob  Sulks. — While  attending  to  my  shop  to-day,  1 
had  a  somewhat  singular  experience.  A  man  and  a  boy 
(his  son),  a  lad  about  twelve  or  thirteen  years  of  age, 
entered  the  shop,  and  the  father  said,  "  I  want  you  to  give 
this  boy  a  dose  of  castor  oil."  I  at  once  proceeded  to  do 
ao,  by  handing  the  lad  half-a-dozen  triple  mints,  and  telling 
him  to  put  three  in  his  mouth.  I  then  washed  out  a  2-oz. 
glass  measure  with  water,  and  measured  out  1  oz.  of  the 
oil,  and  brought  it  to  them.  It  is  said  that  one  man  may 
lead  a  horse  to  the  well,  but  that  it  takes  ten  men  to  make 
the  horse  drink.  I  now  found  that  the  boy  was  crying :  he 
did  not  want  castor  oil,  and  positively  refused  to  take  it ; 
whereupon  the  father  asked  me  to  pour  the  oil  down  the 
boy's  throat,  while  he  would  hold  his  hands.  This  I 
objected  to  do.  I  had  supplied  the  oil,  but  he  must  ad- 
minister it ;  so  the  father  caught  the  lad,  and  in  the 
struggle  the  boy  fell  or  was  pushed  down  on  the  floor.  The 
father  now  lifted  the  glass  measure  containing  the  oil,  and 
held  it  to  the  boy's  mouth,  but,  judging  from  the  length  of 
time  the  operation  took,  and  the  quantity  of  oil  which  wen* 
over  his  face,  I  question  if  he  swallowed  any  of  it.  How- 
ever, he  had  been  taught  a  lesson  which  he  will  probably 
remember  long  after  the  effects  of  a  good  thrashing  would 
have  died  away.  It  turned  out  that  the  boy  had  been  in- 
dulging in  a  game  of  sulks,  and  had  refused  to  take  hi» 
dinner.  Hence  the  "Castor  Oil  Punishment"  was  ad- 
ministered (185/47). 
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Exchange  Column— Bargains. 

TERMS. 

One  halfpenny  per  word  with  nune  ani  aliras.     Oiie  penny  per  word  if  me  register  the  ailfsss  ani  attach  a  number. 

No  Advertisement  inserted  for  less  than  6d. 

Limited  to  the  Advertisements  of  Surplus  Stock,  not  of  a  Wholesale  Character,  of  Shop  Fittinjs  (secon  lhini),  Apparatus,  Photojraphic  Goods,  Books 

and  Periodicals,  Formulae,  Addresses  Wanted,  and  Articles  Wanted. 

DEPOSIT.— The  purchaser  of  anything  advertised  in  the  Exchange  Column  may  remit  the  amount  to  us,  and  we  only  pay  the  money  deposited  or* 
advice  from  the  remitter.  We  charge  a  commission  of  Gd.  on  any  transaction  of  £3  or  less,  and  Is.  if  above  that  amount,  which  is 
payable  by  the  purchaser. 

Remittancss  payable  to  EDWARD  HALSE,  ani  crossed  MARTIN  S  E  ATtf  2L ,  LIMITED . 


FOR  DISPOSAL, 


APPARATUS. 

Water-still.— One  Morris  &  Wethered's  No.  23  automatic  still  for  sale, 
fitted  for  gas,  complete,  with  connections.  Price  and  particulars  trom 
Gilbert  Bobs,  Ironmonger,  Worthing. 

BOOKS  AND  PERIODICALS. 

29  vols.  "  Year-book  of  Pharmacy,"  1870-1899.   Griffin*,  Weybridge. 

OPTICAL  AND  PHOTOGRAPHIC. 

Kodak  daylight  developing-machine,  in  case,  style  A,  unused ;  accept 

first  reasonable  offer.  Jones,  Chemist,  St.  Asaph. 
18  Ilford's  }-plates,  ordinary ;  14  rolls  |Ilford's  p.o.p.  mauve  and  pink  ; 

9  packets  Ilford's  $-plate  p.o.p.  pink ;  6  packets  Ilford's  cabinet  p.o.p. 

pink  ;  3  Ilford's  plates  12  x  10  special  rapid;  at  half  retail  prices  to 

clear ;  carriage  forward.   Fletcher,  Eckington,  near  Sheffield. 

Photographic  Formula  ;  an  [absolutely  [perfect  single  solution  deve- 
loper, :makes  ^lovely  negatives;  no  failures;  keeps  indefinitely;  also 
unequalled  toner  and  fixer ;  beautiful  permanent  rich  tones,  simple, 
efficacious;  print  showing  tone,  2  stamps  "H.,"  Oolnetten,  South - 
wich,  Sussex. 

PROPRIETARY  ARTICLES. 

10  Mennen's  borated  talcum  powder  for  6s.  Gd.  *  1 15/40,  Office  of  this 
Paper. 

Daisy  powders,  11  dozen  at  8s-,  carriage  paid;  whole  or  part. 
"  Chemist,"  68  Parade,  Leamington. 

SHARES. 

Shares  for  Sale.— See  p.  60. 

SHOP  FITTINGS. 

Range  of  48  drug  drawers,  glass  labels,  bottle  lockers  under  ;  good 
.  counter,  with  usual  drawers ;  2  4-gallon  carboys,  1  2-gallon  ditto, 
stands  with  each  ;  1  fixture  of  6  large  drawers  and  2  spacious  cup- 
boards, bottle  lockers  under.    "Ohemicus,"  10  Bridge  Street,  St. 
Helens. 

8-ft.  counter,  plate-glass  front,  4  mahogany  doors  :  also  7-ft  glass  counter 
cases,  mahogany,  velvet- lined  trays,  with  sloping  back  and  cash  open- 
ing ;  £8  the  2,  or  will  sell  separately  ;  a  Brein  check-till,  35s.,  half 
cost ;  220  assorted  shop-rounds,  new  18  months  ago  (white  nnd  gold 
shield  labels),  £8  10s. ;  cost  double.  Address,  "  O.  0.  E.,"  147  Fore 
Street,  Edmonton. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Vulcaniser  for  sale;  good  condition;  price  30s.    Apply,  102/30, 

Office  of  this  Paper, 
Wills's  latest  guinea  Materia  Medica  cabinet;  what  offers?  Mawson, 
14  Comely  Bank,  Edinburgh. 

Overstocked.— 20  'gross  '.Butterfly  [fly-catchers,  '5s.  'Gd.  per  gross  to 
clear.   Wm.  Crompto.v,  162  Bolton  Street,  Bury,  Bancs. 


MISCELLANEOUS— continued. 

Soda-water  machine,  Barnett  &  Foster  No.  2,  compact,  with  svrup 
pump  complete,  nearly  new,  £35.   Bailey,  Chemist,  Matlock  Bank. 

Materia  Medici  cabinet  (Southall's),  £2  15s. ;  D.  Collection,  new  and 
complete,  used  once,  35s..  J.  0.  Barracloi'gh,  Orchard  Street, 
Falkirk,  N.B. 

Cocaine  hydrochlor.,  pure,  14s.  oz.,  post-paid  any  quantity;  2-dram 
tin  boxes,  plain,  Is.  id.,  20  gross  carriage  paid,  sample  one  stamp. 
HaRtle,  Chemist,  Hanley. 

Microscope,  second-hand,  very  powerful,  50s. ;  analysis  balance  in" 
glass  case,  drawer  under,  with  weights  and  details,  25«. :  exhaust-pump 
with  bell-glass,  15s.;  Bunsen  burner  with  hand-bellows,  12j.  6-'. 
40/17,  Office  of  this  Paper. 

Syphon-stand,  marble  top,  real  Spanish  mahogany,  90s.,  new,  hand- 
some fixture,  for  good  glass  business  ;  portable  photographic  studio,, 
with  backgrounds.  Offers  (sale  or  exchange  for  anything  useful)  to 
Jones,  Chemist,  Portmadoc. 

Printing-press,  metal  type,  accessories,  10s.;  prints  cards,  memos, 
billheads,  circulars,  labels,  picture-postcards,  &c.  Particulars  from 
Webster,  Leonard  Street,  Derby. 

A  magnificent  double  American  soda-fountain,  by  John  Matthews,  of 
New  York,  with  patent  Nimbos  tumbler-washer,  tumbler-holders,  &c, 
complete  in  every  detail ;  beautiful  marble  slab,  12*  feet  long;  this 
is  one  of  the  finest  installations  in  the  kingdom  ;  will  be  sold  a  bar- 
gain.  Apply  to  W.  A.  Lyxass,  Chemist,  Belfast. 

12  2s.  6d.  Ferroleum ;  8  doz.  Gd.  check  bathing  caps,  new ;  4  Is-  Gd. 
Marmite  bouillon;  6  4-oz.  Marmite  extract;  12  2-oz.  Marmite  ex- 
tract; 1  2s.  Gd.  Post's  O.B.Q.  tabs.;  6  Is.  \\d.  Yogeler's  curative 
comp.;  1  1  s.  1  \d.  Oavanias'  pills;  1  Is.  \\d.  .Oavanias'  ointment; 
7  lbs.  sodas  nitris.    115/16,0fficeoftbis  Paper. 


WANTED, 

Old  artificial  teeth  bought;  cash  by  return  post.  Dent,  3  Hinckley 
Eoad,  Leicester. 

Tincture-press,  percolator,  iron  mortar,  chest-protectors.    "  Lex," 

Office  of  this  Paper. 
Wall-case  (mahogany),  7  ft.  long,  3  ft.  high  x  10  in.  deep.  Brown, 

North  Street,  Belfast, 
Minor  books,  Chemists'  books.  Send,  prepaid  for  valuation,  Gower, 

Bookseller,  Waterloo,  Liverpool. 
At  once,  a  pair  of  carboys,  2  gallons,  pear-shape  or  swan  ;  lowest  price ; 

seoond  hand.  Seeehouse,  Newmarket. 
Very  cheap  shop  drawers;  about  14  ft. ;  good  condition  ;  labelled. 

Green,  121  Godwin  Bo«i,  Forest  Gate,  E. 
Perkin  and  Kipping's  "  Organic,"  B.P.,  Southall's  "  Organic,"  "  Mat. 

Med.,"  Lowson's  "Botany;"  recent  editions.  State  price,  Martin, 

5  Adelaide  Terrace,  Albert  Road,  Bournemouth. 


Trintea  by  Spottiswoode  &  OoJ.Ltd.  New-street  Square,  and  Published  at  the  OSces,  42  Oannon  Street,  in  the  City  ol  Lon&Qi.-August  19, 


